
 

 

 

Bellaire PTO Meeting – January 20, 2022 

(Meeting conducted via Zoom) 

 

Call to Order:  President Judy Cheng called the meeting to order at 6:14 pm.   The meeting was delayed 

slightly due to technical difficulties. 

Judy Cheng welcomed all those in attendance and asked for participants to sign in for Title 1 

documentation.   

Attendees were also asked to review the minutes from the 11/18/21 general meeting (these were 

distributed via email prior to the meeting).  There was a motion to accept the 11/18/21 minutes as 

presented.  The motion received a second and the meeting minutes were approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Keith Desrosiers gave a brief presentation on PTO finances.  As of 12/31/21, 

fundraising has exceeded expectations.  The PTO has benefitted from family donations, receiving almost 

$12,000 more than projected for the Commitment to Learning (CTL) campaign.  He reminded those in 

attendance that membership donations and corporate donations are even more important to the PTO 

budget this year, since we are not able to benefit from food lunch sales (normally contributes about 

$20,000 to the budget income).  The Homecoming dance also yielded a profit of over $1,200.   

Overall, the total income is about $12,000 below projected budget for the 2021-2022 school year.  The 

overall projected expenses for the PTO are $68,920.  The PTO plans to continue to pay for Teacher 

Grants awarded in the fall semester.  Although we are currently net income positive at over $33,000, the 

spring semester us typically the semester in which most PTO expenses occur. 

 

VP of Membership:  Kelly Bluhm thanked those who have already joined the PTO.  She reminded those 

in attendance that the membership and fundraising team has two primary goals: 1) to raise funds and 2) 

to boost the overall number of Bellaire High School families that contribute to the PTO.  She encouraged 

members to ask their friends to join and support the BHS PTO.  The PTO would benefit from additional 

donations as we enter the spring semester and hope to support additional teacher grants.  Teacher 

grants are awarded for innovative ideas and benefit all students.  For example, one grant will be 

supporting the rooftop garden on the science building.  Kelly and Judy Cheng described the plan that 

teachers have to revitalize the garden for lessons and add seating areas for student use during Cardinal 

hour.    



 

 

Also from the membership team, PTO members with a donation of $250 or over will be receiving a 

donation acknowledgement form by email that may be used for tax documentation.  If you believe that 

you should receive one but do not within the next two weeks, please reach out to Cristina Vetrano or 

Kelly Bluhm to verify your email address.   

 

VP of Communications:  Nisha Lobo thanked everyone for attending tonight’s meeting.  She will 

continue to share news and information on student successes on the website and in the PTO newsletter.  

She asked that parents submit news for potential inclusion.  A second parent event (likely a happy hour) 

is being planned, but due to the recent surge in COVID cases, no date has been set.  Amy Allen reminded 

members to look at the December PTO newsletter for more information on how the PTO funds benefit 

all students at BHS (the newsletter highlighted the Teacher Grant program).   

 

VP School Relations:  Rachel Berger described her role in the PTO.  As VP of School Relations, one of her 

responsibilities is assisting the class chairs in raising funds over their 4 years.  The money raised is used 

to pay for after prom during their senior year.  Due to COVID, class fundraising efforts have been 

hampered and some classes are short on funds to cover the after prom party.  Funds are typically used 

to pay for a DJ, casino games, and prize giveaways.  The class of 2022 funds are well below what is 

typical (pre-COVID years).  The unused funds from the class of 2021 were rolled over to the class of 

2022, but they remain short of money.  The PTO will likely be asking senior class parents to consider an 

additional donation to help us make the after prom similar to the event of past years.   

A parent asked about the status of the Mr. Bellaire contest.  Rachel stated that the senior class chairs 

are working on ideas to “freshen up” the Mr. Bellaire contest.  In recent years, participation has been on 

the decline, making it difficult to carry out a large scale fundraising event.  The class chairs have some 

ideas under consideration, but any event will likely be held in March or later. The event will also need a 

chairperson to organize it.  If interested (or have ideas to update the event), please contact Rachel 

Berger or Shannon Hoffer.  

 

Parliamentarian:  Report by Judy Cheng.  Kent Cantrell will be looking for parents to serve on the PTO 

board for 2022-2023.  If you are interested, please reach out to Judy or Kent.  Board members’ emails 

are on the PTO website. 

 

Secretary,  Past President:  no formal reports.  Past President David Faris does have Class of 2022 yard 

signs and general Bellaire High School yard signs available for sale.  Please contact him for purchase and 

delivery of a sign. His address can also be found on the PTO website or in the weekly Cardinal e-news. 

 

Principal’s Report:  Mr. McDonough thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  Cardinal Kick-Off is 

planned for February 16 and will be in-person.  This event is the first touchpoint for potential incoming 

9th grade students.  It offers students and their families a chance to learn about BHS and get some 



 

 

exposure to all of the student clubs and organizations on campus.  It’s typically a high energy evening 

and this will be the first kick-off held in the new building.  Information on the event will be shared with 

middle and private schools in the areas.  Parents of current BHS students can also help spread the word 

about the event.  The all-school musical (Disney’s High School Musical – The Musical) will be presented 

in the auditorium next week.  Performance dates are Thursday thru Saturday.  Ticket information is 

available in the e-news.   

The majority of athletic teams are up-and-running.  The soccer and basketball teams are playing well.  

The BHS wrestling program is also growing.   

Course selection for the 2022-23 academic year will start in February.  Mr. McDonough encouraged 

parents to review the course selection information on the school website and discuss options with their 

students.  Guidance counselors will be meeting with students in small groups to make course selections.   

Student id’s are being distributed.  All students must have an id and it must be worn and visible at all 

times.  For student that did not receive an id, the process to replace one is on the school website.  

Having all students wearing id’s is an important step in campus security.   

Students should also check their email for information on tutorials.  Only a fraction of students will be 

required to attend tutorials as outlined in HB 4545 (applies to students that failed or did not take one or 

more STAAR tests last year).   

Mr. McDonough will be attending a meeting on the status / timeline for the new building next week.  At 

this time, he hopes that the front door and remaining sections of Main Street will be open for the first 

day of school in August.   There are questions about the availability of the administrative offices for the 

start of school.  The garage build is moving rapidly, but that facility won’t be turned over to the school 

until the summer.  The administration is continuing to work on plans for an open house or ribbon-

cutting type of event that would allow more parents to come and see the new build.  For now, the best 

options will be to attend the all-school musical next week or attend Cardinal Kick-Off in February.  

Questions from attendees: 

1) There was a question about graduation dates.  Mr. McDonough has not received the final 

approval to release a graduation date.  He will make the announcement as soon as he is able.  

Best guess will be the weekend of June 12th.  The ceremony will most likely be in-person, in a 

covered venue, and there will be no limit on tickets to attend.  

 

2) There was a question about COVID testing on campus.  Also, if a parent had signed permission 

for testing, would that allow random tests?  Mr. McDonough stated that no random COVID 

testing is performed on campus.  There was a related question on defining “close contacts”.  Mr. 

McDonough stated that when a positive COVID case is identified, the nurse works with that 

student to identify 4-5 kids that they spend the most time with.  Those are the kids defined as 

“close contacts”.  There may be testing availability on campus every other Wednesday.  In the 

event your student is defined as a “close contact”, families may have to seek testing on their 

own.   

 



 

 

3) There was a question about prom.  Mr. McDonough stated that prom usually runs from 8:00 pm 

until 11:30 pm.  After prom (at the same location) runs until 2:00 am.  Prom will be held at the 

Museum of Natural Science on May 14th. The venue is great to work with and offers a dance 

floor, areas for socializing / eating, and staff-hosted “mummy tours”.   

 

There were no additional questions posted in the chat box or raised by those attending.   

 

Judy Cheng thanked everyone for attending. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:58 pm. 

Minutes submitted by Anne Kayl, Secretary 

 

 

  


