i " i Understanding the Possibilities:

Dear BHS Parents, ! College Options & Academic Credits

|
We are heading into the ﬁfthi BHS students are actively recruited by a growing number of public
six weeks, a period of many | out-of-state universities. Ironically, our students also have
5 UIL athletic and academic : increasingly more opportunities to earn academic credits for in-state
o — activities for our very involved universities. The search for relevant knowledge on these topics can
= students. It is also the semedtepe daunting.
of much testing ( TAKS, AP, | In recent years, the "Top 10% Rule" forced otherwise well-
End-of Course ) and the | qualified BHS students to look beyond UT and TAMU. Plus, the
I growing anticipation of prom: Cost to attend our state universities has increased since tuition fees
!and graduation. Your support of Bellaire High andwere deregulated in 2003. Accordingly, families are expanding their
lits programs is so appreciated! I list of potential colleges.
i This week | met with the HISD Bond | As families are considering new college choices, many out-
; Office and Gensler Architects to discuss the futyjreof-state public universities are coming to Texas to actively recruit
: expansion of Bellaire. The plan is to build a threg Well-qualified students. For example, if you Google “2010 Spring

!ﬂoor ng in the center of the bu||d|ng Connectin(r; Houston National CoIIege Fair”, you will find a list of pUb“C
| the north hallways with the gymnasium/locker ! universities from the Big 12, Big Ten, SEC, Pac-10 and other

| room area. This construction could possibly start academic conferences that will send their Admissions Counselors
 Spring of 2011. | will certainly keep you posted ci)ntO Houston on April 11 to develop interest among our high school

: developments. . students. Unless you have attended similar events in recent years,
!Sincerely, e '_ it is difficult to fully comprehend the growing out-of-state interest in
I Tim Salem. | This newsletter is produced by |0ur high school students. Those same universities have attended

== — e — ~the PTO three times each year | past BHS College Fairs and will return in Fall 2010 (check PrepHQ

! and sent to every household of - for college rep visits). Plus, many out—qf-state public universities
!students enrolled at BHS. Just :are fam|I|arIW|th BHS and the academic rigor of our sc_hool and the
| because you have received this | corresponding effect on students’ GPA and class ranking. There

| does not mean that you are a  1are significant opportunities for our students beyond the Texas

' PTO member! If you wantto | bo.rders.,.including aqademig §cholarships that reduce other state
: check whether you have joined | universities’ non-resident tuition fees. _

'PTO this year, please email : Ironically, while circumstances may be encouraging

| Mellody Panzer at I students to consider out-of-state colleges, there are many

| mellodypanzer@hotmail.com. | opportunities for hig_h school students to earn college credits that
e - will be accepted by in-state public colleges.

ToTrTr T T T T T T T ! To prepare for college classes and to earn academic

! | credits accepted by both public and private universities, many BHS
| The last three meetings of the : students take PreAP/AP classes and Advanced Placement (AP)

1 2009 — 2010 school year will  :exams. In recent years, BHS students have also had the

 take place on March 2, April 6, ! opportunity to enroll in “dual credit courses” to earn academic

:and May 4. Meetings are held | credits that satisfy both high school curriculum requirements and

! at 7:30 p.m. in the multipurpose | that are accepted by Texas public universities. More recently,

I [ room off Rice Boulevard. :some BHS students have taken Houston Community College
| Election of officers and two : (HCC) online courses to earn academic credits that are accepted
i SDMC parent representatives ! by Texas public universities.
# I' | :for the 2009 — 2010 school year |
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$% I will take place on May 4. i




Shared Decision Making Committee (SDMC) ... Campus-Le

The SDMC facilitates information sharing among B&tBninistration,
teacher, and parent representatives. It consi®$18f administration,

staff, teachers, and PTO parent representativesemds as an
advisory group to the principal. Through the SDM@&mnpus-level
planning and current issues are discussed, in@udipics such as:

proposed administrative changes; student achievisraen activities;

security, parking and building issues; and HISOOTHECB policy

implications for Bellaire. During the last few miegfs, the SDMC has

discussed the following topics:
1. AP/PreAP Movement to lower/upper levelsThe policy for

vel Planning

of the new class. They also expressed concernstiidénts may not
allow an adequate time to determine if they cardleathe upper level
course after just three weeks experience. Howeter, much
discussion, the SDMC unanimously voted to allovdstis in any grade
level to move (up or down) at the end of tffeaiid &' weeks of the
semester and at the semester break. Students riyayove at other
times under special circumstances.

2. College recommendation letters for student$n January, discussion
began on the issue of student recommendationdeRarents expressed
concern that students sometimes have difficultgtifig a teacher to

movement between AP/PreAP and lower level coursesdiscussed at write college recommendation letters, which modieges require.

the November meeting. The group discussed disaetiish with the
current policy, which allowed only™graders to move at th&@nd &'

Teachers expressed concerns over scope of the tifwradds to their
classroom roles. The discussion included the faligweoncerns: the

week, while 18, 11", and 13 graders have to wait until the end of theamount of time it takes teachers to write letterds their ability to get to

6 weeks or semester break, even when they knovtttbatwant to

know the students well enough to write the typketiér colleges request

move by the 8 week. They also discussed that there have beea mor(“something about the students that could not ettser be gained
requests for movement of students this year, plesdike to the greater through the student’s transcript and/or resum&®§;stery large number

incidence of missed classes due to iliness, withesstudents still
making level changes at the™®@eek. Problems with students

of requests to write letters that junior and setgachers in academic
subjects receive, often with a short deadline; Beldom teachers are

restricted from moving include: falling behind acatching up with the thanked for writing recommendation letter and/dd ibthe student was

rest of the class they are moving to, grades aosfterring, and

successfully admitted; and that some studentsligileethought as to

placement into classes that are already full. Reacalso expressed who could write a letter for them or spend litilmé committing to a
concern that counselors were still transferringlstis up to 12 weeks, teacher, class and learning experience as a jsoititat the teacher has

which means that the student has missed af3he semester content

something to write about. However it was agreeti shadents must have

#3%! & &'$#

PRESIDENTS’ DAY

February 15

letters of recommendations for college admissiat &ne
written by teachers. Discussion will continue ois fesue
about how to better enable and help teachers pedkid

service in a way that is achievable and effective.

3. New Graduation Lab and Coach.Ms. Mickey Smith has
been hired as the new graduation coach for BellSine is in
Room 118 and has 30 laptops with software packigesvill
be available for students to use in completing seur
requirements for graduation. This is a new progttzamn HISD
Superintendent Dr. Terry Grier has initiated ta@ase the

March 2 PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR

March 1 -5 TAKS Re-testers

March 9 Dave & Buster’s Bellaire Night

March 15-19  SPRING BREAK

April 6 PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR

April 2 SPRING HOLIDAY

April 11 National College Fair/1-4 pm/GR Brown Convention Cr

Register at: www.nacacnet.org/EventsTraining/CollegeFairs/ncf/

Spring/Pages/HoustonNCF.aspx

April 13 Transitioning from High School to College / 6 pm / MPR
For 12th grade students and their parents
April 13 Dave & Buster’s Bellaire Night
April 16/17 FFA 50th Anniversary Auction / Ag Farm (see p. 4)
April 21 Career & Job Fair / lunch time / MPR
Volunteer to speak to students about your career*
April 26 - May 1 TAKS Tests
May 3-14 AP Exams
May 4 PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR
May 4 —24 IB Exams
May 7 Belles Spring Show
May 11 Texas Scholars Breakfast / 2nd period/ Aud & Cafeteria*
May 15 Prom / Westin Galleria; After Prom / Dave & Buster’s
May 19-21 Late AP Exams
May 27 Last day of School for Students
May 30 Graduation

* Please contact Marlene Rubin at mrubin@houstonisd.org to
volunteer for these events

MPR: Multi-Purpose Room;

Aud: Auditorium

Calendar details were verified before publication. However, please be
aware that schedules can and do change.

graduation rate by making credit restoration faatet more
easily achievable.

The SDMC usually meets monthly at 3:45 pm. PTO
representatives attend the meetings (which are tpanyone)
and report back to (and take input from) parentsnduegular
monthly PTO meetings.

In addition, SDMC members and the PTO’s elected
leaders are invited to the monthly advisory meetingld by
the HISD District V Board Trustee, newly electedk®li
Lunceford. These meetings should continue to log ve
informative this year, since we have a new HISD
superintendent, Dr. Terry Grier.

Please consider becoming actively involved in our
school through the PTO, SDMC, and other volunteer
opportunities at BHS. You will gain a deeper untierding of
the BHS environment and can better advise youresiu®ne
SDMC position will become available at the endhi$ tschool
year, as Carlton Jordan is completing his two-yean. The
PTO will be accepting self-nominations from parents
interested in serving on the SDMC, with electiambé held at
the May 4 PTO meeting

SDMC Members: Donde Battegbatten5@comcast.net
Kim Rexford,krexford@rexfordcapital.copand
Carlton Jordangjordan28@hotmail.com




The PTO board THANKS all Commitment to Learning con  tributors for their generosity!

Thanks go to the parents and friends of Bellaire High School who contributed to the PTO general fundraiser Commitment
to Learning. To date we've raised more than 46,000 dollars! Our school, teachers and students benefit greatly from your
generosity. You are the force behind this successful campaign — again, THANK YOU. Listed below are the contributors
who made this campaign such a success! Those who wished to remain anonymous are not listed and contributions

processed after January 26 will appear in the Back to School edition for 2010-2011.

Diamond ($1000 or higher)
Anonymous
Doyle and Tracy Varner

Platinum ($500 or higher)
Rosemary Batson

Ed Biegert and CathleenTrechter
Rick and Kay Burns

Jimmy and Melanie Graves
Linda Hester

Andrea Hodge

Huey and Yuru Huang
Roger and Phyllis Jackson
Ann and Mitch Liberman
Jing Liu and David Tong
Kevin and Linda Maher
Sherry and Rob Noblett
Alicia Reitman

Shelley and Jim Rice

Dena and Larry Robinson
Alan and Belinda Rossiter
Wesley Scott

Joseph and Joyce Villarreal

Gold ($250 or higher )
Cathie and John Bach

Chris and Melissa Bagley
Laura and William Bailey
Larry Blake and Kathy Cowan
Cheryl and Tom Cooper
Robin Brown

Tom Dorman

Susan and Ken Fenson
Warren and Liz Fisher
Marybeth and Tom Flaherty
Kip and Serena Folkerts
Steve and Trina Fowlkes
Gao Song and Xiuli Ge
Mary and Mark Goodman
The Heggeness Family
Keith and Kathy Herrin
Prakash Kantamani

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Khoo
Janus and John Lazaris

Xia Lin and Xin-Hua Feng
Stephen and Lori Long

Bob and Kathy Lopez

Laura Luo

Cindy and Donnie Marion
Laura Marsh and Eric Davis
Susie and Derek Mauzy
Laura and Evan Michaelides

David L. Nelson and Claudia J. Hackbarth

Diane and Garry Osan

Kim and Robert Rexford
David and Lori Schumacher
Edward and Doris Siwak
Rhonda and R. Glenn Smith
Barbara Sorenson

Len and Lissa Srnka

Terry and Jeff Techmanski
Jon and Sharon Trent

Sue Walden

Phebe Chen and Mark Ward
Robert and Diane Wattenbarger
Ronyld and Loretta Wise

Silver ($100 or higher)
Guillermo and Nancy Aguirre
Laura and Rory Alter

The Ansell Family

Sue and Gil Baumgarten
Dagmar and Gary Beck

Roy Borchardt and Eve Taylor
Roy Breen and Susan Faust
Alan and Fran Brochstein
Nancy Brown

Carrie and Curt Carlson
Walter and Cindy Chapman
Jarvis and Gina Cheung
Shaun and Billy Cohn

Ralph Cox and Carla Buerkle
Peter and Pamela Dancy
Cindy and James DelMonte
Sherry Dieckmann

Jerry and Edith Dima-ala

Lei Dong and Xiaoyu Zhang
Elizabeth Donnachie

Denise and Rob Elston

Dan and Trina Feig

Tony and Jeff Felberg
Catherine Flowers

Bruce and Lois Garfinkle
Manizeh and Nelson Gruber
Paul and Stephanie Gustafson
Larry and Sherry Haas

Jana and Doug Harker

Neil Harrison and Gail Demmler-Harrison

Suzanne Harrison

Diana and Ronny Hecht

Tim and Esmeralda Henderson
Bruce and Nan Hiran

Hung Hoang and Nga Nguyen
Joseph Hsu

Will and Mina Jaco

Betsy and Bill Jansa

Bin Jiang

Tami and Pete Joslin
Rebecca and Arthur Kay
Robert and Dian Kidd

Ed and Felice Klein

Michelle and David Klutts
Richard and Kelly Koehler
Bryan and Julie Lane

Lilly Lerner

Richard Levy and Catherine O'Harra
Ronald and Elena Levy

Kai Liang and Lin Zheng

Cheryl Lieberman and Michael Brown
Dan Lin

Danilo and Francia Lindog
Yuesheng Ling

David and Leslie Little

Jie Liu and Guopeng Zhang
Jordan and Leisa Lovy

Michelle and Michael Maidenberg
William and Merril Mao

Dan McClung and Lori Hood
Jeannie and Tim McGann

Craig and Sharon McKenzie
Hatem Megahed and Seema Shah
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Meyerson
Mr. and Mrs.Griffin Miculob
Thad and Tricia Miner

Anne Moore

Rick and Lori Owen

Kenny and Nancy Ozuna
Mellody and Allan Panzer

Tom and Sandra Peacock

Mike and Lynn Plummer

Paula Plummer

Trisha and Randy Pollard

John Preece

John and Cathy Riggs

Lesley and Philip Robbins
Carlos A. and Virgina Rodriguez
Marc Rozner and Hazel Heddings
Sue and Dan Schulse

Keith and Betsy Schulze

Lucy and Ernie Seward

Laura Shawver

Kate and Brandon Smith

Terry and Gene Snook

Allan Snyder

Beth Soletsky

Adeniyi Sonni

Becky and Mike St. Denis

Paul and Stacey Summers
Keith and Gina Taylor

Robert and Carolyn Tom

Mindy Travillian

James and Amy Vanderhill

C.H. and Kathy Vanlandingham
Jessie and Yvonne Wang

Ying Ping Weng

Roger and Suzie Wernette

(Continued on page 4)



(Continued from page 3)

Mr. and Mrs. Miles Wertheimer
Ming C. Yang

Zihua Zeng

Hui Zheng and Xiangwei Wu

Bronze ($50 or higher)

Cindy and Jeff Abrahams

Pam and Nick Aderholt

Eileen Allan

Sharyn Baker and Steve Dwyer
Daniel and Donde Batten
Zuzana Berkova

Marjorie Bernhardt

Esther and Steve Bethke
Maria Bofill

Sharon and Daniel Brener
Howard Bruce

Robert and Charleene Burgess
Amy Stahl Campioni

Nancy Carothers

Bob and Denise Casey

Maria Casillas

Jenny Chang

W.H. and Linda Chang

Jill Clausen

William and Myrna Coates
Tina and John Cohen

Joseph Cornelius

Chaille and James Dalthorp
Gail Edmiston and Tim Leatherwood
Garza Elsa and John Patlan
John and Dorothy Flato

Amy and Dino Gambino
Deborah Ganelin and Kevin McGuire
Dinah and Griff Godwin

Mark and Diane Guillerman
Melonie and Kevin Haegner
Donna Hanus

Amy Herndon

BELLAIRE FFA

1960*2010 LCOTH ANNIVERSARY SHOW & SALE

Allen Holt

Kim and Barry Horvitz

Kevin Huang

Janice Huff

Robert and Tiffney Humbert
Glenn and Debbie Jainga
John and Kathryn James
Tim and Martha Jenkinson
Donna and Vincent Kruemcke
Kay Kubena

Suzanne Labarthe

Regina Lacoff

Donald and Amy Lee

R.T. Leonard

Isabel lacovazzo Losee
Margaret Lynn

Jianzhong Ma and Li Wang
V. Sue Madsen

Michelle and Steve Maislin
Sankar and Tapati Maity
Siva and Vijaya Mallela
Jiangiang Mao and An Lu
David and Sherry McCollom
Perry Jo McCollum

Kapil and Reeta Mehta
Jeannie Kever and Scott Merville
Mike and Jenny Moore
Debbie and Robert Moser
Yaoming Mu and Weiqun Mao
Hank and Sharon Myers
Sandra and Philip Nauert
Pete and Lynda Nielsen
Kevin O'Connor

James and Carol Ong

Joan and Leo Ounanian
Tami and Les Owen

Poppy and Paul Padley
Stephen and Kathy Parven
Kenneth and Lewdelle Pekar
Gina and Mike Pepchinski

Jean and David Register

Ruth and Ray Reid

Chengxian Ren and Sufeng Mao
Mark and Luz Roberts
Margaret and Gary Robinson
Marlene Rubin

Mark and Becky Sam

Ratna and Vivek Sarkar
Edward and Sue Schafman
Karen Scheinbaum

Jodi Shaulsky

William and Karen Shields
Debra and Robert Shniderson
Anne Dare and Evan Siemann
Wooty Sixel and Rick Campbell
Andrew and Jiamala Slaughter
Ty and Alice Sponberg

Arturo Suarez

Harry and Katherine Tang
Danny and Cheryl Tape
Ramona Taylor

Mark Thompson and Ling Wang-Thompson
Karen and Jesus Vallejo

Cindy Wang

Keri and Joe Warren

Deborah Washington

Jorene and David Williams
Henry and Carole Williams
Mary Ann Williams

Jenny Wong

John and Victoria Wood

James Xia

Zhi-Xianxu and Rui Xun Zhao
Jiahong Ye

Linda and Alan Yoelin

Seema Zaidi

Juliana Zapata-Soto

Xin Zhou and Lei Li

Mark and Marsha Zimmermann

This year’s event will celebrate half a century of developing students’ potential for
premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural
education. Judging is on Friday, April 16 at 3:00 p.m. Come enjoy a delicious
barbeque lunch and silent auction on Saturday, April 17 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:45
p.m. followed by the live animal auction at 1:00 p.m.

All proceeds directly benefit the students toward either the cost of their

current project, their next project or their future
education. In addition, FFA members and some
buyers generously donate meat from the sale of
these animals to a charitable cause. The Bellaire FFA Farm is a short drive away,
between Gessner and Beltway 8 on Riceville School Road and West Bellfort, at 11611
Riceville School Road. Students, teachers, and the general public are all invited!

The FFA Booster Club and Chapter extend a special opportunity to former FFA
members to reunite with past and current FFA family this weekend. FFA Alumni are
invited to share their stories, pictures and memorabilia by contacting BHS Booster Club

reporter Monna Rector at m.rector@sbcglobal.net.

BHS had 5 Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo calf scramble winners in 2009.
We invite you for a preview of their heifers at the HLSR from March 17-20, 2010 and
then again at the 50th show at the FFA farm along with lamb, goat, pig and steer

projects. For more information, visit www:bellaireffa.org.

Curious about what's been going on
at school? Did your student get an
extra special award and you'd like
to tell the whole school community?
That's what Bellaire High School
Today is all about! The school
newsletter, BHS Today, is available
on the Bellaire website,
www.bellaire.org. Look for the link
on the left side of the page. If you
want a notice in your e-mailbox
every time a new issue comes out,
send your address to the editor,
Nancy Brown, at
nbrown6@houstonisd.org with the
heading Subscribe Newsletter.




The Teacher Grant Committee met on October 8th to
review applications for funding. Many thanks to Kim
Rexford, Carlton Jordan, Donde Batten, Cathie Bach,
Diana Leeson and Tim Salem, for their thoughtful
consideration of these requests. We are pleased to
announce the following awards for the Fall 2009 Grant
Cycle:

Michael Kramer/Golf and Basketball $2,650 for
equipment and uniforms

Trey Hermann, Robert Curtis, Damion Hopkins, Joe
Leagans and John Henry Mills/Football $3,000
for uniforms

Trey Sissom/Health/Football/Track $2,500 for video
equipment

Marcellars Mason, Duncan lannucci and Greg
Menephee/Wrestling $1,850 for equipment

Sanja Korman/Dance $3,000 for the purchase of
new mirrors

Linda Hopson/Newspaper and Journalism $3,000
for video equipment

PTO is pleased to be able to award $16,000 for the Fall,
2009 Grant Cycle. Over $206,800 has been distributed by
the PTO Teacher Grant program since its inception in
1996.

We recognize the many worthy efforts of teachers who
submitted proposals for the Spring Grant Cycle. The
entire PTO appreciates all of our teachers and staff who
work so diligently all year long on our children’s behalf.
Thank you very much.

Ruth Reid and Dena Robinson
PTO Teacher Grants Committee Co- Chairs
2009-2010

Items for the Back to School edition of the PTO Newsletter
From the Cardinal’'s Nest are due by July 14. Send them to the
editor: Alan Rossiter, alan@rossiters.org, Tel: 713-660-9503 /
Fax: 713-669-1987

Senior Class Happenings

The Senior Class of 2010 is busy making plans for their Prom on May 15 and After Prom. Student representatives are busy
auditioning DJs and collaborating with a decorator to ensure that the Prom has the Bellaire touch. Senior dues are $85 until March 1,
when they will rise to $95. Raising money for the After Prom has been a fun adventure involving a lot of eating. We will be back at
Gugliani’s the 17" and 18" of February. We enjoy working in partnership with the local stores and restaurants who support us so well.
Come out, eat pasta and have a great time supporting the seniors. We have a wonderful deal with Dave & Buster’s, where we will be
hosting our After Prom. From 6-8 PM the 2™ Tuesday of every month, they will give us 10% of the profits earned. This money is being
used to upgrade the power cards that the seniors will use so they will have access to all games. How much fun is that? Come to Dave

and Buster's and bring the little ones too. We will see you
there on March 9" from 6-8 PM.

Help us earn money for the Prom. STUMPS is
promoting a contest to win $65,000 for a dream Prom. The

most votes win. Go to http://contest.stumpsparty.com . Choose 1

“Proms Across America™. Choose “Vote”. Choose “TX".
Choose “Bellaire”. Match security code and put in your email
address. Don't forget to click “VOTE” at the end. That really
sounds complicated but the teenagers seem to do it very
quickly.

All seniors received a graduation pack from Balfour.
Anything and everything you could want to order to help make
that day special is in that packet. There is one item everyone
needs to fill out. Item # 38 is the cap and gown order. Be sure
to get that taken care of. Graduation will be at the Reliant at 1
PM on Sunday, May 30, 2010. This will be a very special day.

Students who are classified as seniors at the
beginning of the Spring semester may be exempt from the final
exams if the following criteria are met:

An 85 or above semester average in the class of
exemption

No more than 3 absences, none of which are unexcused
in the class of the exemption, plus 2 Spring college visits with
prior approval

An “S” or better conduct grade in the class of exemption
No “P” or lower in conduct grade in other classes
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i PTO Study Abroad Scholarships g

i Study abroad can be one of the most

: ? meaningful ways to expand your intellect

3 2 while in high school. For some students it is
* one of the most transformative experiences
3 of their lives. To encourage our students to
i experience other cultures, broaden their

* horizons, learn to adapt and succeed in new environments,
* improve their language skills, and see foreign places others
i only experience on TV, the BHS PTO awards partial

# scholarships annually to current BHS freshmen,

? sophomores and juniors for study abroad programs

7 occurring during either summer 2010 or academic year

1 2010/2011.

The PTO Study Abroad Scholarship application is

z available at www.bellaire.org/pto/scholarships.php The

7 application process includes a copy of the student's

» acceptance letter into a specific study abroad program as

# well as a teacher recommendation.

1 The deadline for complete applications is March 30,

7 2010. For guestions, please contact Dagmar Beck at

1 dkbeck@rlce edu, or by phone at 713-348-3188.
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Guidance Department Memo

The Bellaire High School counseling office is gearing up
for 2010 — 2011 course selection. Over the next two
months, parents and students will be asked to select
courses for the next school year. We focus on helping
students to complete their graduation requirements and
select courses that will prepare them for academic
success in college. This always means seeking
challenging courses and finding the most appropriate
placement based on the student’s demonstrated skills and
abilities. We encourage students and parents to examine
both the student’s performance in the classroom and
standardized measures, such as PSAT, Stanford, and
TAKS. Students should examine their academic
strengths and select their most rigorous courses from
areas in which they have either a strong interest or, more
importantly, have demonstrated strong skills. In many
subjects we offer academic (regular), college prep, and
PAP/PIB/AP/IB level courses, and juniors and seniors can
even select dual credit courses. Through the Foreign
Language Magnet Program, BHS offers 11 different
languages: Arabic, Chinese, French, German, Hebrew,
Hindi, Italian, Japanese, Latin, Russian, and Spanish.
Also consider your student’s involvement in
extracurricular activities, including employment, clubs and
organizations, community service projects, and sports.
These activities can be very beneficial, but they can also
impact the student’s performance in the classroom by
reducing the amount of time available for academic study.

Scholarship Status
Before Mrs. Rubin can actually count the amount toward

total scholarship earnings, she needs a copy of the actual
award letter. Students may bring the letter to her during
lunch or after school and she’ll be happy to make a copy
and return the original. Thanks to parents for helping her
get this information.

PrepHQ

Are you and your student registered at PrepHQ, the
resource center for college-bound students? Go to
www.bellaire.org, and click on “counselor calendar” below
the pictures. Scroll down to the PrepHQ link. When your
student signs up, you will get e-mails from time to time
about different opportunities, and students of all grade
levels can apply for scholarships.

Parents can gain access by using the username
and password “teacher”. Be sure to read the Welcome
Page, and explore information on colleges, scholarships,
test preparation, careers and much more.

PrepHQ Surveys

Ms. Rubin will soon activate the surveys on

PrepHQ. Seniors must complete PrepHQ surveys before
they may pick up their prom tickets. To do so, the students
will log into their PrepHQ accounts, click on “survey” on
the left hand side, and answer the questions. The survey
takes less than 5 minutes to complete. That's how the
school collects data for future classes.

For upcoming events, see the calendar on p. 2

Charles Lawler, M.Ed., Lead Counselor
Marlene Rubin, M.Ed., College Access Counselor

PLEASE JOIN US IN OUR EFFORTS TO
RAISE FUNDS FOR A NEW GRAND PIANO FOR THE BELLAIRE HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM!

The Bellaire High School auditorium is host to altitwde of school
and community functions, many of which require tise of a piano.

The current Baldwin grand piano has served us Watljs now beyond
repair. With the advent of a piano program thiaryend the continued

needs of all music organizations for a usable pigaseplacement is
mandatory. We are currently seeking funds to pwset@aMason and

Hamlin 7-ft. grand piano. This is an excellent gidor accompaniment

as well as solo performance, and will benefit thére school
community for many years to come.
The American-made Mason and Hamlin Model BB isaa@

acclaimed for its even touch, consistent actiod,wall-balanced tone. I

The instrument is legendary for its concert granaracteristics, yet
does not overpower a soloist when accompanying.ufiigue
construction of the Mason and Hamlin grand pian&esaat more
resistant to the effects of age and climate comnlitithan other brands.
It is built to last a lifetime.

The approximate school cost of a new Mason andlidam

Bellaire High School and may be mailed to the sthddress: 5100
Maple, Bellaire, Texas 77401, Attention Dr. KathBrown. All
donations are tax deductible.

For more information, please e-mail Kathryn Brown
(Orchestra/Piano Director) Ebrown@houstonisd.orgr call the
Bellaire High School Orchestra phone — 713- 2951375

Thank you for your support.

| (Understanding the Possibilities, continued fronged)

I With all of the possibilities mentioned above,

istudents and families must be well-informed to make the

: best decisions for their unique circumstances and goals.

! Certainly, the counselors and teachers welcome your inquiry on

| these topics. However, as parents, there are instances when we :

i do not know what we do not know, so questions go unasked.
Parents invariably benefit from conversations with more

Model BB grand piano is $34.000. Any donation tavgathis purchase | “experienced” BHS parents. Get involved with PTO, and other

will be gratefully accepted. There is a donatiomfat:
http://bellaire.org/documents/PianoDonorRequest gi@dfor donors

| volunteer efforts and school organizations such that you can
i best understand the possibilities for your student. As a first step, |

will be recognized on a plaque in the auditoriutyeioand a name plate : consider attending the remaining PTO Meetings and Parent

will be added to the piano for the largest donat®ifts in memory of
or to honor someone will be accepted and donors trevoption of

I Networking sessions on March 2, April 6, and May 4.
| Ed Klein, VP Membership & Fundraising

being listed in all concert programs. Checks shbeldnade payable to | ogklein5231@yahoo.com
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Juniors will be receiving a print out of their transcript
during the spring semester. Parents should review
these records very carefully and be sure that all
guestions and/or corrections are submitted to the
registrar by the deadline specified so that the students'
records can be absolutely correct before summer.
Preliminary, unofficial grade point averages and class
ranks (for use in early decision college applications) will
be calculated in early September, based on the
information we have in our file at that time.

All questions and/or corrections must be submitted in
writing. You will receive a written response from the
registrar.

The unofficial grade point averages and class ranks will
be distributed to the students in the fall with their first
report cards. This time frame is necessary so that new
enrollees in the fall semester can be included in the
ranking and so that those students who do not return to

Bellaire High School in the fall semester can be deleted from
the rankings. This will be in time for early decision
applications.

Graduating seniors will need to request final official
transcripts in May for the schools they will be

attending. Final transcripts will be mailed during the second
or third week of June after all grades and credits are
finalized. Three official transcripts will be provided for free to
each student. No transcripts will be mailed to home
addresses. If graduates wish to obtain an unofficial copy of
their transcript after graduation, they can come to the
registrar's office in person after the third week of

June. There will be a $1 charge for this copy.

Parents cannot request or obtain transcripts for graduates
once the graduate is 18 years old. It is a violation of federal
law to issue information to anyone other than the student
once the student is an adult (18). Students will receive
instructions for requesting transcripts after graduation in
their diploma packet at the graduation ceremony.

Sandra Lynn Farmer, Registrar

Bellaire Presents IB Diplomas at Special Reception

Bellaire High School presented 24 International Baccalaureate (IB) diplomas and five certificates in January during a

special ceremony for IB students and their families. HISD Superintendent Terry Grier

attended to express his support

for the pursuit of rigor in the high school curriculum. Bellaire offers both AP and IB classes, two different paths toward
college credit and a more advanced academic experience. Currently, Bellaire has 12 seniors and 23 juniors working
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| Ed Klein, VP Membership & Fundraising, edklein5231@yahoo.com
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Next PTO Meeting / March 2nd @ 7:30 PM,
preceded by a “meet & greet” (parent networking

session at 7:00 pm (Multipurpose Room)

PTO Membership & Fundraising Campaign 2009/2010

Please print all information.
Contributor Name(s)

List all students in the family who attend Bellail& & their grade

Address

Phone Emails

I've enclosed my contribution of $ to @@mmitment to Learning campaign (or the PTO membership fee pnly
Please refer to page 7 for contribution levels. Gick #

Check here _____if you wish your contribution tonegn anonymous. Check here ___ if you are Belldis faculty/staff.

The PTO will send a tax letter for all donationsb@650 or more. Please keep appropriate recordsiatler donations.

Make checks payable to the Bellaire High School PT@nd mail to Bellaire HS PTO, 5100 Maple, BellaireTX 77401
(Or bring to the next PTO meeting, or put the f&roheck in an envelope and ask your student to sieite envelope in the PTO’s
mailbox in the Main Office).




