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I would like to again thank everyone who took their valuable time to support and represent our children's need for safety. 

I would like to reiterate that on September 10, 2009 the HISD Board of Education unanimously approved a funding package that 
will make the promised $13.5 million multi-story wing at Bellaire High School a reality. This new wing will bring Bellaire 
science labs up to HISD standards as well as assist in relieving the school's overcrowding. We are currently waiting on the district 
to name and contract the firm that will be assigned to this project. I will continue to update everyone on the status of this project 
through our PTO meetings and our yahoo group.  

I would like to take this opportunity to 
welcome our new Superintendent, Dr. Terry Grier, 
Ed.D. We were honored to have Dr. Grier visit 
Bellaire High School’s campus, his first day on the 
job. I would like to thank Dr. Grier on behalf of 
BHS PTO for taking time to personally visit our 
campus.  

On behalf of the BHS PTO thank you, 
Diane Johnson, for your dedicated years of service 
as our District V Trustee. We appreciate all that 
you have done on behalf of our children, you will 
be missed. Diane has chosen not to run for our 
District V Trustee position. Please familiarize 
yourself with the two candidates that are running 
for the District V Trustee position and please cast 
your vote on Tuesday, November 3, 2009.  

Parent Student Connect (PSC), a new 
online service launched by HISD in September 28, 
2009, allows registered users (i.e., parents and 
students) to log in to access a variety of student 
information, see class assignments and school 
calendars, and even communicate electronically 
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Hello, Bellaire Parents! 
 

We had a great start to the school year and have ended the first six weeks. 
GradeSpeed, Homecoming 2009, sports, and extracurricular activities have kept us 
busy and energized! It’s the season for PSAT, SAT, ACT, and ongoing visits from 
universities and colleges. We look forward to seeing all students and parents 
October 15 for our yearly College Fair from 6:00 until 8:00. 
 

Thanks for all you do for Bellaire High. We could not have the success without your 
support. 
 

Sincerely, 
Tim Salem 
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with teachers. Users can also choose to have an e-mail 
or text message sent if a child's grades drop below a 
selected average or if the child is absent or tardy to 
class. Information that PSC provides access to 
includes: 
�  Period and Daily Attendance  
�  Class Schedules and Assignments  
�  Progress Reports  
�  Report Cards*  
�  Standardized Test Results (TAKS by subject area 
�  Curriculum Resources  
�  Parent and Student Resources  
* Printed report cards will still be mailed to students' homes. 
 To get started, log in or register at 
www.houstonisd.org/PSC. Parents will need the 
following information to complete registration: 
· Student ID number (HISD)  
· Student date of birth  
· Last five digits of student's Social Security 

number if on file with HISD. If not on file, use 

(Continued on page 5) 
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October 15 College Fair / All Grade Levels / 6 pm / MPR &  
    Cafeteria / Meet College Representatives 
October 24 Cardinal 2012 Tailgate / 11am—12:30 / Butler Stadium 
October 27 The Challenging Teenager / 6 pm / MPR 
October 31 Cardinal 2013 Tailgate/ 11:30am—12:30/ Butler Stadium 
November 10 Relieving Stress with Organization / 6 pm / MPR 
November 10 PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
November 14 Senior Jazz Brunch & Silent Auction / 9 am—noon 
November 17 College Financial Aid Night / 6 pm / Aud 
November 25-27 THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
Dec 18  Last Day of 1st Semester 
January 5 First Day of 2nd Semester 
January 12 PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
January 9 Career & Education Day / GR Brown Convention Cr 
January 18 MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLIDAY 
January 19 8th Grade Information / 6 pm / Aud 
February 9 9th& 10th Grade: College Information / 6 pm / Aud 
February 2 PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
February 15 PRESIDENTS’ DAY 
March 2   PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
March 1 - 5 TAKS Re-testers 
March 15 - 19 SPRING BREAK 
April 6   PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
April 2  SPRING HOLIDAY 
April 11  National College Fair / GR Brown Convention Cr 
April 13  Transitioning from High School to College / 6 pm / MPR  
April 21  Career & Job Fair / lunch time / MPR 
April 26 - May 1 TAKS Tests 
May 4   PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
May 11  Texas Scholars Breakfast / 2nd period / Aud & Cafeteria 
May 15  Prom 
May 27  Last day of School for Students 
May 30  Graduation 
 

MPR: Multi-Purpose Room;  Aud: Auditorium 
 

Calendar details were verified before publication. However, please be 
aware that schedules can and do change. 

2009 - 2010 PTO Budget 

School library looking for parent volunteers  
 

With only one Librarian and one Library 
Clerk, staff are often short-handed and sometimes 
the library has to be unexpectedly closed to 
students if there is not enough help. If you have 
free time during the day, might you consider this 
as a regular volunteer opportunity? 

A parent library helper could be asked to 
do a number of things, such as assisting with day-
to-day operations (e.g., checking student IDs 
when they enter during lunch-time, supervising 
computer use, reshelving books), keeping the 
collection in order (e.g., checking books are in the 
right place, vacuuming books and shelves, 
updating magazine racks), “seasonal” or one-time 
jobs (e.g., putting new books out on shelves, end-
of-year inventory), and maintaining computers 
(e.g., removing old documents, updating 
software), etc. It is most helpful if volunteers can 
be present during lunch, and so it is preferable to 
arrange shifts to include that time. Volunteers 
generally work weekly, or once or twice a month. 

You can get more information about this 
important parent volunteer opportunity from 
Belinda Rossiter (belinda@rossiters.org). 

INCOME ($)   
Fundraising-Food Sales 98,000 
Fundraising-General 49,000 
Interest Inc 600 
Other Income 1,500 
TOTAL INCOME 149,100 

    
EXPENSES ($)   
Administrative 100 
Afterprom 2010 1,000 
Bank Charge 50 
Food Sale Expenses 72,000 
General Fundraising Expenses 2,600 
IB Scholarships 1,500 
Insurance 1,000 
Newsletter 6,000 
Parent Handbook 750 
President's Discretionary Fund 1,000 
Principal’s Discretionary Fund 1,000 
Social Worker 4,000 
Special Projects 25,650 
Staff Appr-1st Fridays 200 
Staff Appr-Gifts 500 
Staff Appr-Luncheon 3,500 
Study Abroad Scholarship 3,000 
Teacher Grants 25,000 
Teacher of year 250 
TOTAL EXPENSES 149,100 
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    The BHS PTO is proud to continue its efforts to 
encourage students to study abroad and immerse 
themselves in another culture and language. We 
know that travel is expensive and will put a “Study 
Abroad” experience out of the reach for many 
students. However, again this year the PTO has 
set money aside to award partial scholarships to 
current BHS freshmen, sophomores, and juniors 
for study abroad programs in summer 2010 or 
during the academic year 2010/2011. 
    Students interested in study abroad have until 
March 2010 to research various “Study Abroad” 
programs, apply to the programs of their choice, 
and, upon acceptance, submit a copy of the letter 
of acceptance to the PTO. The 2010 applications 
will be available in the spring, although last year's 
application, which is not expected to change 
significantly, can be found on the BHS website 
at:         
www.bellaire.org/pto/scholarships.php for your 
information. 
    The contact for the PTO scholarships is Dagmar 
Beck at dkbeck@rice.edu or 713-348-3188. 

Twenty Ten Senior News Update 
 

We are having an active and fun year for Seniors. 
We are starting to see the seniors show their school pride by 
wearing their Senior T Shirts around the school. The T shirts 
are on sale out of Cindi Denman’s room (327) for $12. 
Proceeds go to support senior activities. 

Cindi Denman cdenman@houstonisd.org has agreed 
to be the parent coordinator for the Senior Class Activities. 
She can use all of your support in making sure that the funds 
are raised to ensure fantastic activities for our Seniors this 
year.  

Many of our Seniors have taken their Senior 
Portraits . If you have not taken care of this, call Prestige 
Portraits @ 281-277-3900 to set up your appointment. 

The Prom/After Prom is set for May 15/16, 2010. 
Dues for Senior Activities are $75 until the end of December. 
Prices go up in January. 
 The Bellaire Jazz Brunch and Silent Auction will 
be on November 14, 2009 from 9:00 am to noon. Tickets are 
$5/person and include a homemade Pancake and Sausage 
Brunch with Jazz Entertainment by Bellaire Band Members.  
Volunteers are needed to help with the breakfast and to 
arrange for auction items. Contact Debbie Jameson 
@djameson@houstonisd.org or sign up through the Senior 
parents' Yahoo Group. Five prime parking spots will be in the 
auction for some lucky students and many more wonderful 
items will be offered for bids. Details about the Brunch/
Auction will be on the website soon. 

All senior parents need to join http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/BHSclass2010 to stay informed 
about important Twenty Ten events throughout the year. 

BHS PTO Executive Board & Committee Update 
 

Public Relations:    Debra Shinderson 713-825-5023  shinderson@sbcglobal.net        

Shared Decision Making Committee (SDMC) ---  
Campus-Level Planning  

 
The SDMC facilitates information sharing among 

BHS administration, teacher, and parent representatives. 
It consists of BHS administration, staff, teachers, and PTO 
parent representatives and serves as an advisory group to 
the principal. Through the SDMC, campus-level planning 
and current issues are discussed, including topics such 
as: proposed administrative changes; student 
achievements and activities; security, parking and building 
issues; and HISD or THECB policy implications for 
Bellaire.  

The PTO elects three members to serve 
staggered two-year terms on the SDMC. The PTO 
President also serves on the committee. Two parent 
members, Kim Rexford and Donde Batten, were recently 
elected to the SDMC. Carlton Jordan will complete his two
-year term at the end of the school year. In the spring, the 
PTO will ask for self-nominations from parents interested 
in serving on the SDMC. 

The SDMC usually meets monthly at 3:45 pm. 
PTO representatives attend the meetings (which are open 
to anyone) and report back to (and take input from) 
parents during regular monthly PTO meetings. 

In addition, SDMC members and the PTO’s 
elected leaders are invited to the monthly advisory 
meetings held by the HISD District V Board Trustee, 
currently Dianne Johnson.  These meetings should be 
very informative this year, since we have a new HISD 
superintendent, Terry Grier, and will have a new District V 
Trustee in 2010 after the election in November.  

Please consider becoming actively involved in our 
school through the PTO, SDMC, and other volunteer 
opportunities at BHS. You will gain a deeper 
understanding of the BHS environment and can better 
advise your student.  
 
SDMC Members: Donde Batten, dbatten5@comcast.net;  
Kim Rexford, krexford@rexfordcapital.com; and  
Carlton Jordan, cjordan28@hotmail.com. 



We Welcome Bellaire’s 2009-2010 AFS Students! 
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This newsletter is produced by the PTO three times each year and sent to every household of students enrolled at BHS. 
Just because you have received this does not mean that you are a PTO member! If you want to check whether you have 
joined PTO this year, please email Mellody Panzer at mellodypanzer@hotmail.com. 

Amanda 
(SWE) 

Repass Family  

Christoph 
(GER) 

Tobias Family  

Martin 
(SUI) 

Alexander Family  

Ricky 
(IND) 

Persely Family  

Xavier 
(ECU) 

Luz-Williams Family   

Bellaire High School has the oldest AFS chapter in the State of Texas and we are very excited to be hosting 5 AFS students 
this year! Martin has joined Varsity Soccer, Christoph Choir, Ricky Marching Band, Amanda Yoga and Soccer. Please continue to 
help us welcome outstanding exchange students into the Bellaire family. 

AFS Intercultural Programs has led student exchanges for more than 60 years. We are always looking for warm homes and 
loving hearts to host for a short time (welcome), a semester, or a year. When you open your home and heart to a child from another 
country—even temporarily—you introduce the world to your family and give your AFS student the opportunity to take back a piece 
of America. Together, we believe we can change the world for peace. 
 We welcome Louis Cid, Bellaire Class of 2010, back from his AFS year in southern France, joining over 100 other Bellaire 
students to have studied abroad with AFS.  There are a growing number of community projects and Gap year choices too. Contact 
Anna Loonam (aloonam@houstonisd.org) or Carol Marshall (cmarsha@swbell.net 713-660-6413) if you want to reach out and host, 
or go, with AFS. 

 

CHALLENGE YOURSELF: You’ll Never Have Another Time Like This! WWW.AFS.ORG 
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 The National Merit Scholarship Program has recognized 37 Bellaire High School students as semifinalists in the 
2010 National Merit Scholarship Competition. Celina Aldape, Jacob Aronowitz, Shayna Berkowitz, J oshua Chang, 
Karen Ding, George Fan, Shuo Feng, Liang Gu, Tiffan y Huang, Kara Ing, Katherine Kabotyanski, Lumeng Li , 
Scott Lin, Sean Liu, Henry Lu, Louise Lu, David Mao , Ian Mauzy, Georgia McLendon, Jimmy Moon, Erik Nel son, 
Mengwei Ni, Robert O’Conor, Joseph Ong, Cassie Pan,  Wilma Qiu, Joshua Rozner, Leonardo Setyanto, Rhian a 
Smith, Evan Srnka, Sharon Sun, Zhuyi Sun, Edgar Wal ters, Caroline Weisman, Dennis Wu, Ann Zhu , and Zhida 
Zhu are Bellaire’s 2010 Semifinalists. Semifinalists are the highest scoring entrants in each state on the 2008 PSAT 
(Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) and represent less than one percent of the nation’s seniors. 
National Merit Semifinalists are selected only from juniors taking the test.  The PSAT is considered a preparatory step in 
the college planning process.   
 In addition, Bellaire High School seniors Christina Griffin, Anthony Landry, Ngozi Lawanson, and Alithea 
McFarlane  were named National Achievement Semifinalists by the National Merit Program. The National Achievement 
Scholarship Program is an academic competition established for outstanding African American high school students. 
The 4,700 semifinalists were chosen nationwide from among 160,000 qualified students taking the PSAT exam.  Many 
notable people have been named National Achievement Scholars, including Susan Rice, the current U.S. Ambassador 
to the United Nations. 
 The College Board 2009 – 2010 National Hispanic Recognition Program has named eleven Bellaire High School 
seniors as finalists.  National Hispanic Scholars are Jennifer Cartwright, Celeste Cleveland, Gilbert Gar cia, Siegfried 
Hirczy, Wolfgang Minskey, Daniela Myers-Guzman, Nic olas Schakel, Matias Schakel, and Ericka Vazquez .  
Honorable Mention Finalists are Kimberly Estupinan and  Sarah Rodriguez .  The NHRP was initiated in 1983 to 
identify outstanding Hispanic/Latino high school students. 



Bellaire Counseling Department MEMO  

������� ��	
�����
���������������

We are happy to welcome a new counselor to our 
ranks. Mr. Alan Thompson has joined us after working with 
the University of Houston last year.  He will be working 
with students whose last name fall in the alpha breakdown 
of Th-Z. We have adjusted the alpha breakdown for the 
students’ counselors to help better meet the student’s 
needs. The new alpha breakdown is Ms. Day A-B, Ms. 
Spence C-E, Ms. Lede F-Harq, Ms. Hendryx Harr-Lee, Dr. 
Fernandez Lef-M, Ms. Hill N-Roc, Ms. Revere Rod-Tg, 
and Mr. Thompson Th-Z. It has been a busy, but 
successful, opening of the school year. Counselors have 
been meeting with students regarding schedules, college 
plans, academic and personal concerns.  

Our 10th and 11th grade students will be taking the 
PSAT October 14th, 2009. The test score reports will be 
sent to our school in either late December or early 
January. We encourage 10th grade students to make use 
of the College Board website and the practice activities 
that can be accessed by using the student code on the 
score report.  The practice activities can help the students 
to work on improving their performance by the time they 
take the test again in the 11th grade. In the 11th grade 
year, the PSAT serves as the National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test (NMSQT).  All 11th grade students are 
encouraged to use the PSAT score reports to help them 
identify any areas on which they may want to focus before 

For HISD calendar and information, and 
major testing dates, visit: 
www.houstonisd.org 

beginning to take the SAT in the spring of their junior year. 
We recommend that students consider taking both the 
SAT and the ACT during their junior year. Most colleges 
and universities will accept either of the two tests for 
admissions consideration. 

Our 12th grade students should be well into the 
college application. Please remind your child to submit 
their applications and request for recommendations in a 
timely manner. Always find out whether the schools 
application deadline is a “received by” deadline or a 
“postmark” deadline. Remember to check PrepHQ  (the on
-line system used by the counselors to communicate with 
the students and parents) regularly for scholarship 
information. To register for PrepHQ, visit the Bellaire 
website at www.bellaire.org, click on “counselors’ page” 
then PrepHQ.  

We will begin going into 9th grade classes in 
November for our fall guidance lessons. Before we know 
it, it will be time for final examinations. Start now helping 
your student to prepare for final exams. Encourage your 
child to regularly review class notes and continue to ask 
questions and attend tutorials, if additional assistance is 
needed. Let’s make sure we are all working toward a 
successful semester! 
 
Charles Lawler, Lead Counselor 

the last five digits of the "S-Number" provided to your child 
by HISD. Please call the school if you do not know this 
number. 

 Please note, parents will need to register each child 
separately. If you have difficulty registering, be sure that the 
information you are entering is the exact same data that is on file 
with your school. If you still have difficulty, contact the HISD 
Help Desk (713-892-7378; helpdesk@houstonisd.org). Help 
Desk hours of operation are 7:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. 

Parents have responded very generously to our 
Commitment to Learning membership and fundraising 
campaign. Thank you to all who have joined. Our goal is to 
increase the number of families who view the PTO as a 
necessary and important part of the school, and therefore 
increase participation in the PTO. The PTO plays a very 
important and active role at the school level and the district 
level, both in funding and volunteering. We are very fortunate to 
be at a school where the parent participation is appreciated and 
welcomed. 

I hope you will become involved in the school both by 
joining the PTO and attending the monthly meetings. Meetings 
are generally held on the first Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm 
in the Multipurpose Room. Each PTO meeting is preceded by a 
meet & greet (parent networking) session that begins at 7:00 
PM. These are open meetings. Everyone is encouraged to join 
the PTO and participate in the meetings. 

If you have joined the PTO and are not receiving 

(PTO President, Continued from page 1) the e-bulletins, please contact me so I can add you to the 
group. In a school the size of Bellaire, communication is always 
an issue. We try through several avenues (including the 
Cardinal's Nest which you are now reading) to stay in touch and 
keep parents informed of what is happening at Bellaire. Please 
help by going to the website, www.bellaire.org, and joining the 
email group. Some confusion may arise, because the school and 
the PTO both have yahoo groups. Periodic school news is sent 
out through the BHS yahoo group found on the left side of the 
website. Please keep in touch and help keep the tradition of an 
active Bellaire High School going strong. Bellaire PTO also has 
its own website, www.bellairepto.org . Check it out! Christine 
Wilson is doing a fabulous job at keeping it up to date; any 
questions or suggestions let us know. Bellaire PTO is now using 
Twitter. You may go through the PTO website to join. 
Leisa Lovy 
PTO President BHS 09-10 
281-787-4947 
leisalovy@aol.com 

To sign up to receive news from HISD via e-mail, vi sit  
www.houstonisd.org/subscribe 
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Items for the Spring edition of the PTO Newsletter From 
the Cardinal’s Nest may be sent to Alan Rossiter by fax 
(713.669.1987) or email: alan@rossiters.org.  
Deadline for the Spring edition is February 1 .  
Newsletters are posted on the PTO website. 

      Preliminary, unofficial grade point averages 
(GPAs) and class ranks of seniors will be published and 
distributed to seniors on October 15, 2009, together with 
their first 6 weeks report cards. The GPAs and ranks will 
be recalculated in January, 2010, for the final, official 
numbers which will include this fall semester. 

 We are well into the transcript request season.  It 
is very important that students submit their requests in a 
timely manner. Please remember that a transcript requires 
5 working days for processing while a transcript with a 
counselor recommendation or school report form requires 
30 days for processing. Be sure to request well in advance 
of your deadlines so that we can get everything out for you 
on time. Please provide accurate deadline information so 
that we can process all the requests quickly and 
accurately. Deadlines apply to scholarship applications as 
well as college/university admissions. Inaccurate deadline 
requests do not speed up your transcript; in fact, they 
create delays since we have to then research to find the 
correct deadline. This means that the student should not 
put an earlier deadline date in hopes of getting the 
transcript out sooner. We do not hold transcripts until the 
deadlines; we send them as soon as we possibly can get 
them completed. 
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 While we are sending transcripts electronically to 
Texas state schools, the system is not yet 
perfect. Therefore, we will continue to mail the transcripts 
as well to be sure that there is no mistake in getting the 
information to the school. 

 Seniors will receive one more printout of their 
transcript during the fall semester so that they can verify 
all information is correct before official rankings are done. 
In addition, we will be asking seniors to verify their full 
names for their diplomas and their social security numbers 
for their final official transcripts during the year. Please 
help us by responding to our requests for information 
promptly. 

 All correspondence courses and credits by exam 
must be completed by December 1, 2009, for courses that 
are required for graduation. If a senior has not completed 
a required course by that date, the student will be enrolled 
in the class at Bellaire High School for the spring 
semester. 

 Please feel free to come by the office if you need 
help with any of the procedures. 
 
Sandra Lynn Farmer 
Registrar. 

Cardinal 2013 – Continuing the Tradition  
 

The Cardinal 2013 organization has been formed to 
foster camaraderie and class spirit amongst this 
year’s freshman class. All freshmen are welcome to 
attend any Cardinal 2013 events.    

Cardinal 2013 sponsored a pool party for all 
freshmen during Cardinal Camp in August. With about 
100 students attending the party was a great success 
and a good time was had by all.   

Mark your calendars as the second Cardinal 2013 
event, a football game tailgate, is coming up on 
October 31, 11:30 am to 12:30 pm at Butler Stadium. 
After the tailgate come along to cheer on our team as 
they take on Lamar. Tailgate tickets will be sold in the 
cafeteria Oct.19th – 30th. Tickets must be purchased 
in advance. 

To receive Facebook notifications about Cardinal 
2013 events, join the group ‘BHSclub2013’.  Parents 
can email bhsclassof2013@gmail.com with questions 
or to volunteer to help with upcoming events. 

HISD Update and Trustee Election  
 

 The Houston Independent School District (HISD) Board 
of Trustees approved facility projects in each of the nine 
trustees’ districts on Sept 10th, including a $13.5 million multi-
story wing at BHS, to address a shortage of science labs and 
other issues. The next day, the HISD Board named Dr. Terry 
Grier as the HISD Superintendent of Schools. On Nov 3rd, five 
of the nine HISD Board positions will be up for election; albeit, 
only three races are contested, including the District V position 
that represents many BHS families.   
 Regardless of the changes that occur in HISD, the 
financing of public education in Texas starts with the state 
legislature, which meets every other year -- convening again in 
2011. Most would agree that the current financing system is 
“broken”. However, legislators will soon be focused on the 2010 
national census because the results will be used to modify 
federal & state congressional districts which will directly affect 
political power and the distribution of federal funds to state & 
local governments. Accordingly, the 2011 Texas legislature will 
likely be consumed with “re-districting”, and the public school 
financing problem could be pushed to the 2013 legislative 
session. 
 In recent years, the state has not provided funding to 
adequately allow for increased costs, e.g. transportation 
costs. As significantly, the state periodically issues “unfunded 
mandates” to school districts, e.g. additional years of science & 
math without offering additional funding. Therefore, the financing 
of public education in Texas will remain a serious problem.    
 In terms of public education, the Nov 3rd HISD Trustee 
elections are very important. Please study the candidates’ 
qualifications and cast your vote accordingly. 
 

Ed Klein, BHS PTO 
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Cardinal 2012 Gearing up to Support our School.  
 

The Cardinal 2012 is planning a fall Tailgate 
Party for October 24th, which will be held at Butler Sta-
dium from 11-12:30 am before the 1 pm game against 
Westside. Tickets will go on sale during lunch starting 
Monday 19th October through Friday 23 October outside 
the AP room and in courtyard. The cost of the ticket is 
$10, and includes entry to the party, food and drink. 

Any Bellaire HS sophomore attending is allowed 
to bring along a guest from another grade or school. The 
guest's ticket must also be pre-purchased at school and 
the guest must have a student ID or driver's license ID to 
get in at the gate. No tickets will be sold on Saturday the 
day of the event in the Butler Stadium parking lot. Any 
questions can be emailed to:                                    
bhscardinal2012@yahoo.com. 

As a fundraiser and to increase Cardinal pride, 
the Cardinal 2012 will be selling black sunglasses with 
red bands. Glasses will be available for sale at school in 
a few weeks. The cost of the glasses is $5 a pair. These 
will be available to ALL grades and Cardinal supporters. 
Let's BLOCK out the competition with our Cardinal 
SHADES! 
Go Cards!! 

“Commitment to Learning”  
PTO Membership Drive & Fundraising Campaign 2009/2010 

  
The Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) invites you to join with other parents to support our Bellaire High School (BHS) 
students, faculty, and staff.    The PTO membership drive is combined with the “Commitment to Learning” fundraising 
campaign so that you can conveniently make a single payment. The PTO is funded by membership dues, donations, and 
food sales conducted at BHS.  There are NO other PTO fundraisers at BHS. 

Your financial contributions are needed to sustain our 
school’s extraordinary learning environment! 
As importantly, your participation in our PTO will help 
you better understand your student’s daily 
environment.  This year’s PTO goals are to: raise 
$50,000 and to have more families participating in PTO 
activities. With your help, we can achieve these goals! 
 
Why Join the BHS PTO as a Member? 
Your PTO promotes cooperation & support among 
parents, teachers, and administrators: 

· Monthly PTO meetings inform parents about BHS 
activities, events, and opportunities relevant to your 
student. 

· Parent Networking sessions (before every PTO 
Meeting) allow you to discuss your student’s 
opportunities & challenges with your “peer parents” 
as well as with “experienced parents” who have 
older students. 

· The BHS Principal, or his designee, attends every 
PTO meeting to update us and to answer your 
questions. 

· Volunteerism in our school, via the “Volunteers In 
Public Schools” (VIPS) program, is encouraged by 
PTO. 

· Active out-reach to new parents by PTO occurs at 
other school-sponsored events. 

· Specific one-off projects and Teacher Grants, for the 
benefit of all our students, are funded by PTO. 

 
Why Generously Support the PTO “Commitment to 
Learning” Fundraising Campaign? 

· Enable your school to continue to operate at a level 
beyond HISD funding. 

· Maintain momentum … BHS is consistently ranked 
as one of the best public high schools in Texas. 

· Directly support your students and teachers … 100% 
of all donations goes to funding projects. 

· Your contributions are tax deductible … PTO is a 
501c3 non-profit organization. 

 
How Do I Contribute & join PTO? 
Write a check for the amount, complete the form on the 
back cover of this newsletter, and mail both (or bring to the 
next PTO meeting or deposit in the PTO’s mailbox in the 
Main Office).  Contributions of $50 or more will be 
recognized in the Cardinal’s Nest by contribution level 
listed below. 
All contributions, no matter the amount, are 
appreciated and respected! 

$ 1,000 or + … Diamond Contributor (PTO membership included)  

$ 500 ..……… Platinum Contributor  (PTO membership included)  

$ 250 ..……… Gold Contributor (PTO membership included)  
$ 100 .………. Silver Contributor (PTO membership included)  
$ 50…………. Bronze Contributor (PTO membership included)  
$ 25 ………... Crystal Contributor (PTO membership included)  
$ 10  ………… PTO Membership Dues  – Per Family 
$ 5  …………. Bellaire HS faculty/staff Only  
Please ask about matching educational grants from your 
company (contact your HR Department about this).  BHS 
PTO is a 501c3 non-profit 
organization.  If your company 
prefers to donate directly to the 
school or has other requirements, 
we can help you with that process. 
 
Thanks in advance for your 
support!   Please let us know your questions or concerns, 
Ed Klein, VP – Membership & Fundraising, 

edklein5231@yahoo.com,  phone: 713-986-3122 
Mellody Panzer,  Membership & Fundraising Committee, 

mellodypanzer@hotmail.com  
Kim Horvitz, Membership & Fundraising Committee, 

kim@houstonsportsplex.com 
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Next PTO Meeting  / November 10th @ 7:30 PM,  
preceded by a “meet & greet” (parent networking) 
session at 7:00 pm (Multipurpose Room) 
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PTO Membership & Fundraising Campaign 2009/2010 
Please print all information. 
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Contributor Name(s) ______________________________________________________   
 
List all students in the family who attend Bellaire HS & their grade __________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone __________________________   Emails_________________________________________________________________ 
 

I’ve enclosed my contribution of $________ to the Commitment to Learning campaign (or the PTO membership fee only).   
Please refer to page 9 for contribution levels.  Check # ____________.    
Check here ____ if you wish your contribution to remain anonymous.  Check here ____ if you are Bellaire HS faculty/staff.  
 

The PTO will send a tax letter for all donations of $250 or more. Please keep appropriate records for smaller donations. 
 

Make checks payable to the Bellaire High School PTO and mail to Bellaire HS PTO, 5100 Maple, Bellaire, TX  77401  
(Or bring to the next PTO meeting, or ask your student to deposit the form & check in the PTO’s mailbox in the Main Office). 


