
Another Bellaire school year is right around the      
corner. We have finished up the master schedule   
and hired three social studies teachers, four English 
teachers, three special education teachers, one 
math teacher, one science teacher, one choir       
director, one Spanish teacher and one counselor.  
   
This will be an exciting year as Bellaire High    
celebrates 50 years of operation. Please make plans 
to be involved in the countless academic and extra-
curricular activities for 2005-2006. I hope you 
have enjoyed your children this summer; we look 
forward to welcoming them on the first day of 
school, August 15th. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
Tim Salem 
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Open House / August 25 
 

The Bellaire High School staff and PTO 
invite you to the annual Open House from 
6:30 – 9:30 p.m. on Thursday, August 25.  
The meeting will convene at 6:15 in the 
auditorium with some important an-
nouncements from the PTO and BHS 
staff.  After the brief meeting, you will pro-
ceed to your student’s classes. 
 
Bring a copy of your student’s schedule, 
complete with names of teachers and 
room numbers in correct period order!  
Parents will follow the student’s schedule 
and meet each of the teachers briefly for 
a description of the expectations for each 
class. 
 
Wear comfortable walking shoes and 
BRING YOUR CHECKBOOK because 
this is the best time to purchase the year-
book, subscribe to the student newspa-
per (you can even have it mailed to your 
home!), JOIN THE PTO and donate to 
the “Commitment to Learning” fundraising 
campaign!  When you join the PTO, you 
will receive a hard copy of the Parent 
Handbook and have the opportunity to 
sign up for PTO E-Bulletins, which bring 
important information for parents directly 
to your computer.   
 
In the foyer, some English books may be 
available for sale.  Look over your titles at 
home before you come so you don’t buy 
duplicates of what you already have on 
the shelf! Arrive early to find a parking 
place and to conclude all your purchases 
before the dash to classes begins.   
 
This is a great opportunity to meet your 
student’s teachers and see other parents.  
See you there! 
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August  1-4 Textbook & schedule pickup/ 9-2 PM 
   (Mon.-12th, Tues.-11th; Wed.-10th, Thurs.-9th) 
August  2-4 Cardinal Camp 
August 15 First Day of Classes! 
August 25 Open House, 6:30 PM 
August 29 Deadline to drop/add class without penalty 
September 5 LABOR DAY HOLIDAY 
September 6 PTO Meeting, 7:30 PM, MP Room 
September 8  College Info Meeting / Seniors & Parents 
  7 PM, Auditorium 
September 13 9th Gr. Parent Meeting / 7 PM, Auditorium 
September 17 Deadline to purchase discounted tickets for BHS 
  50th Anniversary Gala 
October 4 College Night / 7-9 PM 
October 11  PTO Meeting, 7:30 PM, MP Room 
October 12 PSAT  
Oct. 13 & 14 FALL HOLIDAYS 
Oct. 18-21 TAKS : Repeat Exit Level Testers 
October 27 Surviving the Teen Years—Interactive Parenting  
  Class, 7 pm 
November 1  PTO Meeting, 7:30 PM, MP Room 
November 10 Instilling Courage & Self Esteem In Your 
  Teen—Interactive Parenting Class, 7 PM 
Nov. 21-25 THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYS 
December  Final week of regular classes 
December 6 PTO Meeting, 7:30 PM, MP Room 
Dec. 12-15 Final Exam Week 
Dec. 16-Jan. 2 STUDENT HOLIDAYS 
January 3  Classes Resume 
January 3 PTO Meeting 
January 16 MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLIDAY 
Jan. 24 & 26 8th Grade Parent Info Nights, 7 PM, Auditorium 
January 31 11th/12th Grade Parent meeting / Getting  
  Money for College, 7 PM, Auditorium 
February 4 Career & Education Day / George R. Brown  
  Convention Center / 8:30 am—2:30 pm 
February 7 PTO Meeting, 7:30 PM, MP Room 
February 9 Junior College Night, 7 PM, Auditorium 
February 13 SCHOOL HOLIDAY 
February 21-24 TAKS 
March 7 PTO Meeting, 7:30 PM, MP Room 
March 9 Freshman College Night, 7 PM, Auditorium 
March 13-17  SPRING BREAK 
April 2  NACAC National College Fair, All grade levels,  
  1-4 PM 
April 4  PTO Meeting, 7:30 PM, MP Room 
April 6  Transitioning from High School to College, 7 PM, 
  MP Room (for seniors & their parents) 
April 14  SPRING HOLIDAY 
April 24  SCHOOL HOLIDAY 
May 2  PTO Meeting, 7:30 PM, MP Room 
May 6  PROM  
May 15-19 Final week of regular classes 
May 22-25 Final Exam Week 
May 25  Last Day of School! 

SAT & ACT Testing Dates 
September 24 ACT 
October 8 SAT I & II 
October 22 ACT 
November 5 SAT I & II 
December 3 SAT I & II 
December 10 ACT 
January 28 SAT I & II 
February 11 ACT 
April 1  SAT I only 
April 8  ACT 
May 6  SAT I & II 
June 3  SAT I & II 
June 10  ACT 
For registration dead-
lines,locations and costs go to  
www.collegeboard.com (SAT) & 
www.act.org (ACT) 
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Bellaire High School has benefited in the past from 
corporate relationships.  Relationships with companies 
go deeper than financial assistance.  Companies pro-
vide volunteers from their employees to act as men-
tors, tutors or advisors.  The interaction between the 
business and Bellaire can benefit all parties.  If you 
work for a company or know of one that is interested 
in pursuing a relationship with Bellaire High School, 
please contact the Bellaire High School Business 
Manager, Diana Leeson, at dleeson@houstonisd.org 
or 713-295-3720. 
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The Teacher Grant Committee met on March 29 to review applications for funding. Ten proposals, submitted by seven-
teen teachers, were discussed.  Many thanks to Janis Boulware, Nancy Brown, Tim Salem, and Shelley Wisner for their 
thoughtful consideration of these requests.   
 
We are pleased to announce the following awards for the Spring Grant Cycle: 
 

· C. Blank, C. Bell, E. Moore-Walker, and D. Schnitke r/English  $1372 for classroom copies  
 of a new novel added to the curriculum 
· M. Mavronicles $670 for equipment for the chess club 
· P. Simon/Yearbook  $3000 for computers and software 
· D. Schnitker/English  $150 for British literature materials 
· L. Moore/Special Ed  $975 for a TV/VCR/DVD 
· M. Laufe/Spanish  $734.27 for a camcorder 
· L. Good and P. Brison/U.S. History  $2550 for 2 projectors and a TV/DVD 
· R. Rach/Debate $2145.25 for paper and cartridges 

 
PTO is pleased to be able to award $11,596.52 for the Spring Grant Cycle.  Funds of nearly $14,000 were also awarded 
in the Fall, 2004 Grant Cycle. 
 
Cheryl Levy / PTO Teacher Grants Committee Chair 
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PTO Executive Board and Committees 2005-2006  
 

President:   Nancy Brown       713-728-5639   nfbrown@houston.rr.com 
Executive VP:     Katie Coughlen    713-885-0737   kdcoughlen@houston.rr.com 
VP’s Membership  
& Fundraising: Ed Klein   713-728-1203  klein1985@sbcglobal.net 
       713-986-3122  eklein@bdo.com 
   Liz Kuntz    713-682-1005  ekunt@houston.rr.com 
VP VIPS:  Jeannette Sebesta 713-664-6199 
   Renuka Trivedi 713-664-6682  rptrivedi@netzero.net 
Secretary:   Norma Eiman  713-665-4357  NormaEiman@aol.com 
Treasurer:   Karen Robinson 713-592-9499  kgr@wt.net 
Parliamentarian:  Carol Brush  713-666-8569  clbb813@sbcglobal.net 
Committees  
First Fridays   Natalie Lamont 713-668-0605  bnlamont@earthlink.net 
   Susan Childs  713-779-4347  schilds@houstonisd.org 
Food Sales   Ilene Flora  713-668-0361  mmmilene@hotmail.com 
Newsletter   Natalie Lamont 713-668-0605  bnlamont@earthlink.net 
Parent Handbook  Carol Brush  713-666-8569  clbb813@sbcglobal.net 
Public Relations Eleanor Smith  713-667-5911  eleanors@swbell.net 
SDMC   Ginger Hill  713-728-4515  vghill@sbcglobal.net 
   Sandy Judson  713-771-4274  sajudson@houston.rr.com 
   Christianne Melanson 713-664-5961  christianne.melanson@exxonmobil.com 
Student  
Scholarships  Debbie Ziegler  713-723-3091  dzig56@aol.com 
Study Abroad  Julie Pomerantz 713-838-1945  julespomer@aol.com 
Teacher Grants  Cheryl Levy  713-669-9355  goodlev4@earthlink.net 
Teacher Luncheon  position open    
Teacher of The Year  Juli Scheinthal  713-721-0777  floss4u@hotmail.com 
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BELLAIRE HIGH SCHOOL 

MEMO                                               GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 

PARENT HANDBOOK FREE  TO THOSE JOINING THE PTO! 
 

Bellaire High School PTO’s revised PARENT HANDBOOK will be available at Open House for those parents that join 
the PTO.  This 40+ page book contains information parents need to know about Bellaire High School and will be a 
great source of information all year long.  Be sure to join the PTO at Open House and you will be given your handbook 
that same night.  Additional copies of the handbook will be available for purchase.  The handbook will include a calen-
dar for each month of the school year.  For example, here is what we have for August: 
 

AUGUST 2005 
1 – 4  Select locker and pick up schedule and textbooks in cafeteria (9:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.) 
  Seniors:  Aug. 1st,   Juniors: Aug. 2nd, Sophomores.:  Aug. 3rd,  Freshmen:  Aug. 4th, during Cardinal Camp 
              After August 4th, schedules may be picked up in the Attendance Office  and textbooks may be picked  
  up in the Textbook Room.    

2 – 4  Cardinal Camp 

15  First Day of School 

19  Registration deadline for ACT (occurring Sept. 24, 2005) 
25  Open House, 6:30-9:00 p.m.  Students will bring home schedules for parents to follow.  Bring  
  checkbooks /cash if you would like to: 

 · purchase required paperback books for English classes 
 · join PTO-get free Parent Handbook when you join! 
 · subscribe to student newspaper (Three Penny Press) to be delivered to your child’s class  
  and/or be delivered to your home 
 · purchase yearbook in advance (less expensive) 

29  Deadline to drop a class without penalty, or to add a class  
 
Carol Brush / Parent Handbook Chairman 

Greetings from the Counseling 
Department at Bellaire!  Welcome 
back to a school year filled with op-
portunities and programs planned to 
inform and assist students and their 
parents. 
 
Susan Spence will be joining the Bel-
laire Counseling staff as counselor 
for students whose last names begin 
with CAT-FO.  Ms. Spence has been 
a counselor at Westbury High School 
for the past 17 years.  She has 
served in every counseling capacity 
including Coordinator for Scholar-
ships, Senior Bulletin, SAT/ACT, AP 
Exams, and Senior Parent Night.  
She has counseled every grade 
level, most recently serving as one of 
two junior/senior counselors.  We 
welcome her to Bellaire High School. 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 
Open House - Thursday, August 25.  
 
Senior Parent Night/ Panel of  
College Representatives - Thursday, 
September 8, 7 p.m., Auditorium 
 
Meet the Principal - Freshman  
Parent Meeting  - Tuesday  
September 13, 7 p.m., Auditorium  
 
Spanish-speaking Parent Night 
Thursday, Sept. 22, 7 p.m., Audito-
rium 
 
College Night - October 4, 7:00 -
9:00 p.m.  
 
PSAT - Wednesday, October 12 
(during school hours) 

TAKS - Repeat Exit Level  
Testers – October 18-21 
 
Surviving the Teen Years -  
Interactive parenting class -  
Thursday, October 27, 7 p.m.,  
Library 
 
Instilling Courage and Self Esteem 
in your Teen - Interactive parenting  
class - November 10, Thursday,  
7 p.m., Library 
 
Additional events planned for 2006 
will be listed in the Fall Newsletter.   
 
Ann Fields 
Lead Counselor 
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Parking around Bellaire is always problematic.  Parents and visitors should be careful to read all signs closely,  
because Bellaire Police do have cars towed regularly.   
· Parking is prohibited in all areas where the curb is painted yellow or red. 
· The main parking lot, the service area and the parking spaces behind the shop wing are reserved for faculty and 

school employees.  Only vehicles displaying an official parking permit are permitted in the faculty parking areas. 
· The school bus zone, from the corner of Maple to the Faculty/Staff lot on South Rice, has available parking from 9:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m., Monday – Friday.   
· Limited visitor parking is located on Maple Street. 
· Handicapped parking spaces are located on Maple Street. 
· Students MAY NOT park in the circle on Maple, in the reserved parking area on Maple, or in the Visitors’ parking area on 

South Rice. 
· The Church of Christ parking lot located at 8001 South Rice at Holly is available for parents and visitors.  A permit may be  
 obtained from Ms. Herb in Room 337 to park at this location. 
· Parking on the side streets near BHS is by permit only; please observe all posted signs or the car may be towed.  Parking is usu-

ally prohibited on the side streets from 8:00 – 9:00 a.m. and from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m.  The police do not hesitate to tow.  

BHS PTO Budget 2005 – 2006 
The BHS PTO budget for the coming year will be 
available for approval at the September 6 meeting.  
The approved budget will appear in the Fall issue 
of the PTO newsletter and online. 

Pizza and Chick-Fil-A Sales 
Once again, Bellaire’s PTO will be selling Firehouse Pizza 
and Chick-Fil-A chicken sandwiches and salads at lunch on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  Pizza sells for $3.00, sandwiches for 
$3.00, and Salads for $4.00.  If any parents would like to volunteer ei-
ther day throughout the year, please contact Ilene Flora 
(mmilene3@hotmail.com).  
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Bumper stickers and window clings are still on 
sale for $1 for bumper stickers and $2 for window 
clings. If you would like to purchase these contact 
Ilene Flora at 713-668-0361 or mmmile-
ne3@hotmail.com. Proceeds go to PTO. 
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It’s never too late to get involved at BHS by      
volunteering—either on a regular basis or for    
special events.  Please call Jeannette Sebesta at 
713.664.6199 if you are interested in helping out. 
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Items for the Fall edition of the PTO News-
letter Cardinal’s Nest may be sent to Natalie 
Lamont by fax (713.666.6138) or email:  
bnlamont@earthlink.net.  
Deadline for the  
Fall edition is October 1 .  
Newsletters are posted on the PTO website. 
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The counselors at BHS compile a listing of scholarships that are 
targeted primarily for juniors and seniors. The scholarship list-
ings are academic and non-academic, and can include a few 
scholarships and contests for grades 9 and 10 as well.  The list-

ings show the scholarship’s name, the amount, deadlines, and require-
ments.  In the past few years,  the PTO offered these listings to parents as 
a service by mail or   e-mail for a small subscription fee.  This informa-
tion is now available free online, through the Bellaire Yahoo Group.  
Visit the website at www.bellaire.org and follow the link to “Subscribe to 
BHS eNews”.  
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In honor of Bellaire's 50th anniversary, please donate generously to  
replace the stage curtains in the auditorium.  The stage itself is being   
reconditioned and new curtains are really needed to finish the job.  Eve-
ryone uses this space and hopefully everyone will participate in this    
important project.   Please make your check payable to Bellaire High 
School, attention Diana Leeson in the business office at BHS.  Be sure to 
indicate that the money is for the curtains fund.  Additionally, if you have 
any corporate contacts please ask now for their financial support.  For 
further information, e-mail Nancy Beren, parent volunteer at 
Linea180@hotmail.com or Paul Munson, Director of Bellaire's Theater 
Department at pmunson@houstonisd.org.   
Thank you so much in advance for your help!!! 
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Parents of seniors at Bellaire High School are sponsoring Break-
fast at Bellaire and Auction in the school cafeteria on Saturday, 
November 5 from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.  This event will be held 
along with Bellaire High School’s 50th Anniversary Party, mak-
ing this year’s event the biggest ever.  Breakfast at Bellaire will 
feature a free continental breakfast, an expanded silent auction, 
and a live auction.  Senior parents hope to raise $40,000 for the 
After Prom party.   
 
The Bellaire After Prom is a great big party held every year to 
finish off the Prom celebration.  After Prom is a drug-free and 
alcohol-free event attended by seniors and their dates.  Starting as 
soon as the Prom ends, it goes until 6:00 the next morning, giving 
Seniors and their dates a great finish to a wonderful evening!  
Casino events allow the students to rack up ‘play money’ that can 
be used to bid on and purchase fabulous prizes, from CDs to 
computers and mini-fridges, etc.  In addition there are drawings 
for dozens of door prizes! 
 
All this fun, and these prizes, cost a lot of money, which the Sen-
ior Class raises throughout the year.  The biggest fundraiser is 
Breakfast at Bellaire.  Donations of auction items and services are 
actively being sought, so if you have anything you can donate 
(services, gift certificates, gift items, a vacation house for a long 
weekend, etc.), please contact the Breakfast at Bellaire auction 
coordinator, Laura Moffitt (Moffitt879@aol.com). 
 
All Bellaire High School students, parents relatives, faculty, 
friends, relatives, and neighbors are invited to attend Breakfast at 
Bellaire while attending the 50th Reunion Party.  Bring all your 
friends!  There will be food, fun, and great gift ideas.  You could 
finish your holiday shopping before Thanksgiving break!  If you 
can help out with the Breakfast and Auction, or want more infor-
mation, please contact Laura Moffitt (Moffitt879@aol.com). 
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An important part of the live auction is the bidding for Prime 
Parking on Maple Street.  Maple Street has five parking 
spaces that are reserved from auction to auction for the lucky 
students who win the drawing or have the highest bid at the 
auction.  One space will be in the silent auction, three spaces 
in the live auction, and one space in a raffle.  Senior parents 
will sell raffle tickets at Open House and during lunch from 
October 17 to October 28, with the drawing on November 1.  
This date will give students a chance to win a space at the 
auction if they don’t win in the drawing.  Raffle tickets are 
$10 each or three for $25.  Any Bellaire student who has a 
valid drivers license is eligible to purchase tickets to enter 
the drawing.  You may also choose to purchase tickets 
through the mail.  Please mail your check or money order, 
payable to After Prom 2006, to the school Bellaire High 
School, 5100 Maple Street, Bellaire, TX 77401.  Include a 
stamped, self addressed envelope for the raffle tickets to be 
returned to you.  For more information please contact Ilene 
Flora (mmmilene3@hotmail.com).  
 
We are adding some social events this year. The first is a 
luncheon for any interested senior parents to be held at Sally 
Mason's home on Fri. Aug. 26 from 11:30 - 1:30. Donations 
are $20.00 or an auction item of equal or greater value. 
Please contact Sally - sjkmason@att.net with questions and 
to reserve a spot, or send a check to 4527 Palmetto Bellaire, 
TX 77401. Only pre-paid guests will be allowed to attend. 
Please reply before Monday August 22,2005. 
 
There are still many opportunities to volunteer to help 
throughout the year or at the After Prom.  Any parents who 
would like to volunteer for After Prom, please contact Ilene 
Flora (mmmilene3@hotmail.com).  
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Seniors will receive their UNOFFICIAL, PRELIMINARY grade 
point averages and class ranks with their first report cards in 
the fall.  The information will not be available until that time be-
cause those students who are promoted to senior status after 
summer school as well as those new students who register dur-
ing the summer must be worked into the rankings. 
 
Transcripts for early decision college applications cannot be 
requested until September 10, 2005.  We cannot process the 
requests while we are registering the volume of new students 
who enroll at the beginning of the school year.  This date will 
provide plenty of time for the transcripts and recommendations 
to be completed and mailed for early decision deadlines.  The 
process for requesting transcripts will be explained to students 
in meetings to be scheduled early in the fall.  We will review the 
instructions with parents on the first senior parent meeting 
night.  Basic instructions are also available on the web site. 
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Are you working this summer? How about a trip to 
France, Spain and the Pyrenees next summer? 
 

Imagine 12 days (June 8-20 2006) in Europe, including Madrid, 
Paris, Pamplona, the Loire Valley and riding the TGV (fast 
train) at 200 km/h, having your private bus and guide? Isn’t this 
going to be the experience of a lifetime? Interested? For trip 
details go to http://acis.com/trips/tripfound.asp?Code=FSP  
Ready to sign up?  
Contact your sponsors: Ms.Cordero, Ms.Dwyer or Ms.Thacker! 
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AFS (American Field Service) is the oldest, most 
respected, best organized high school student 
exchange program in the world. It was founded 
right  after WW2 by ambulance drivers hoping to 
promote world peace through international stu-
dent exchange. 
 
AFS sends about 2,000 Americans to 44 coun-
tries, representing most regions of the world, for 
summer programs, semester, or full academic 
year programs. Students live with volunteer host 
families and study in local high schools.  They 
experience the country and culture, not as a tour-
ist, but as a member of a family, school, and 
community. 
 
Students can select programs that help them ex-
plore special interests, or prepare for college or a 
career. These programs include volunteering with 
a social service organization, working with the 
environment, improving language skills, or learn-
ing more about culture and the arts. 
 

Each year, AFS awards more than $1 million in 
scholarships to deserving students. The Bellaire 
HS PTO also designates scholarship assistance 
for Bellaire students to study abroad. Applica-
tions should be made immediately.   
Call 1-800-AFS-INFO, or check the web, 
www.afs.org/usa. 
 

The Bellaire faculty sponsor of AFS is Mrs. Anna 
Loonam.  Each year AFS places about 3,000 
outstanding exchange students in American high 
schools. To host a student in your home, call 
Gretchen Sparks, 713-669-9665. For information 
about study abroad and scholarships,  contact 
Nancy Lomax, 713-668-7075.  

PTO Study Abroad Scholarships   
To encourage our students' interest in experiencing different cultures, the PTO will award partial scholarships to current 
BHS freshmen, sophomores, & juniors for study abroad programs that will occur during either summer 2006 or academic 
year 2006/2007. Historically, as our students return to BHS from these programs, there is a benefit to the remaining stu-
dent population as various cultural experiences are shared. The PTO scholarship application process will begin in March 
'06, and will require a copy of the student's acceptance letter into a specific study abroad program. As in the past, prefer-
ence will be given to students spending an academic year abroad, but students going on summer programs are also en-
couraged to apply. Insofar as summer programs, the definition of qualifying programs extends beyond academics to the 
arts and other special interests.  
 

At this time, our objective is to create awareness of this scholarship program. Interested students should use this time to 
investigate various study abroad programs. The PTO's applications will be available in the Spring, although last year's 
application can be found on the BHS website, at www.bellaire.org/pto/PTOScholarshipPage.php , and it is not expected 
to change significantly. Students and teachers are invited to contact  Julie Pomerantz at julespomer@aol.com with any 
suggestions, comments, or concerns.  



Parent involvement is an essen-
tial element in the success of a 
school.  The Parent-Teacher  
Organization at Bellaire High 
School plays a vital role in the 
Bellaire High School commu-
nity.  The PTO raises funds 
which are distributed to the   
students, teachers and the school 
itself in the form of scholar-
ships, teacher grants, and build-
ings and grounds improvements.  
We also provide parents with 
information – the PTO meetings 
are a wonderful opportunity to 
find out what is happening at 
the school outside of your     
student’s areas of interest. 
 
In the past, the PTO has        
provided funds for an audio/
video recording studio, audito-
rium renovation and enhance-
ment, new fencing for the 
teacher’s parking lot, swimming 
pool improvements, red benches 
around the school, and more.  
We awarded scholarships to  
students for study abroad pro-
grams and to graduating seniors 
for college.  We have purchased 
equipment for the band, the   
orchestra and the choir, as well 
as for several athletic depart-
ments.  Academic departments 
have received equipment and 
travel funding through the PTO.  
This past year, HISD recognized 
the BHS PTO with an award for 
their Teacher Grants Program, 

which allocates funds directly  
to teachers for educational    
enhancements. 
 
The PTO raises funds through 
its membership drive, its     
General Fundraiser and through 
food sales.  The General Fund-
raiser is called “ Commitment to 
Learning”  and is described in 
this newsletter on pages 9 & 10, 
in your PTO membership letter 
and on our website.  
 
You can become involved in the 
school by joining the PTO and 
by coming to the PTO meetings 
which typically  take place the 
FIRST TUESDAY OF EACH 
MONTH (except October & 
December) at 7:30 p.m. in the 
multi-purpose room.  You do 
not need to be a Board member 
to attend the meetings – every-
one is encouraged to attend.  
Look for membership/volunteer 
information to come home the 
second week of class or find the 
PTO tables in the foyer outside 
the auditorium at Open House 
on Thursday, August 25.  When 
you join the PTO, you can    
include an e-mail address on 
your membership form to   
receive periodic PTO               E
-Bulletins and school news.   
 
The PTO also has a newly de-
signed space on the school web-
site at www.bellaire.org/ PTO 

where you can find PTO board 
member contact information, 
the PTO by-laws and other 
news.  You can also become 
involved by volunteering at the 
school.  There are many ways 
throughout the year that you can 
volunteer your time.  The VIPS 
(Volunteers in Public Schools) 
coordinator, Jeannette Sebesta 
713-664-6199, will be glad to 
talk with you about volunteer 
opportunities at the brand-new 
College Information Center, the 
school information desk, the 
attendance office, special events 
and elsewhere.  Cardinal Camp, 
food sales and SDMC (Shared 
Decision-Making Committee) 
meetings are also areas in which 
parents may become involved.  
Your student is becoming more 
independent, but even in high 
school parents and their in-
volvement are as important as 
ever to a student’s educational 
success!   
 
Welcome back to school!  
We’re looking forward to      
another great year and we want 
you to be part of it.  See you at 
Open House on August 25 and 
at the next PTO meeting on 
Tuesday, September 6! 
 
Nancy Brown                       
PTO President 2005- 2006   713
-728-5639 
nfbrown@houston.rr.com�
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When you have questions about a school event, a teacher’s schedule, your counselor’s phone number or other school issues, you 
may find the answers right away in the school’s website, www.bellaire.org .  The website is continually updated to bring you the 
most accurate information.   
�� Click on “Daily Bulletin” on the left side of the screen for the latest announcements that students and teachers receive.   
�� Click on “Subscribe to BHS eNews” and you will be directed to the Yahoo Groups sign-in.  Yahoo Groups is the way the        
       school distributes information on scholarships and other important news.  The online version of the PTO Parent Handbook is  
       always available on the Yahoo Groups site. 
�� Click on “Schedule of Teachers’ Classes and Planning Periods” to see when a teacher has a free period. 
�� Find out about clubs, alumni events, UIL activities, HISD graduation requirements, and more! 
�� Of course, click on BHS Parent-Teacher Organization on the right-hand side to find out more information about your PTO! 
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· 6:00 p.m. Pre-game activities at Butler Stadium with the Belles and the Marching Cardinal Band.  
· 7:00 p.m. Homecoming game, tickets sold at the gate.  
· 10:00 p.m. Post game party at Woodrow’s  
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· 8:00 a.m. Rice Boulevard Parade in front of BHS  
· 11:00 a.m. Picnic and Open House at BHS. Bring your own lunch or buy food items on site from  

local restaurants. Campus tours available. Hourly performances in the auditorium.  
· 6:30 p.m.-1:00 a.m. 50th Anniversary Gala* at Intercontinental Hotel, 7:30 p.m. seated dinner with 

program, 8:00 p.m. live auction, 9:30 p.m. silent and live auction close, 9:30 p.m.—1:00 a.m. danc-
ing to live music. Black tie optional.  
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· Gold Sponsor Table of 10: $5,000.00 / includes name in program, priority seating and VIP reception  
· Silver Sponsor Table of 10: $2,500.00 / includes name in program and reserved seating  
· Supporter: (general admission) $125.00* / includes open seating  

* purchase prior to September 18 for $100.00 
 

Call Doug Harris: 713-522-4273 for table sponsorship. AFBHS is a 501©(3) charity. 
Payment may be submitted on-line through www.reunionteam.com or download 50th Anniversary form and 
mail in your payment from alumni website:  www.bellairehighschoolalumni.org. 

Alumni and Friends of Bellaire High School, a non-profit organization, will host the tenth annual Bellaire Fall Fever 5K 
Fun Run/Walk on Saturday, September 17, 2005 and the children's one-mile race.  The race benefits Bellaire High 
School Student Scholarships. 
 
Race Day Schedule:     Registration fees are:  
6:00–7:30 a.m. - Packet Pickup/Registration  $15.00 - before August 31, 2005 
7:45 a.m. - Children’s One Mile Race   $18.00 - August 31 - September 10, 2005 
8:05 a.m. - 5K run/Walk     $25.00 - September 11-17, 2005 
8:40 a.m. - Post Race Party 
9:15 a.m. - Awards Ceremony  
 
The registration fee includes a 100% cotton T-shirt, commemorative cup, awards, and random prize drawings.    
Availability of commemorative cups and T-shirts are guaranteed for those registering before September 11, 2005.      
The availability of T-shirts and/or appropriate sizes cannot be guaranteed after September 11, 2005.  Go to  
www.bellairehighschoolalumni.org and click on events , or call 281-563-8247 for more information about the fun run. 
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 Commitment to Learning 
PTO Membership Drive & Fundraising Campaign 

2005/2006 
This year, the PTO membership drive and fundraising campaign have been combined.  When you contribute to the campaign, you 
will automatically become a PTO member.   
 

Once a year, we ask you to help Bellaire High School by contributing to the PTO’s one and only fundraiser – Commitment to Learn-
ing.  Your contributions are needed to provide funds, beyond HISD budgets, that are required to maintain Bellaire’s learning envi-
ronment.   
 

Last year, the PTO membership drive and fundraiser collected over $43,000.  We’ve set the 2005/2006 goal at $50,000.  With your 
help, we’ll reach that goal! 
 

WHY SUPPORT THE PTO?  There are many great reasons to support Bellaire High School and the PTO, here are just a few: 
 

· Your child receives a great education at Bellaire - Year after year, Bellaire is consistently ranked as one of the top best public 
high schools in the country!   

· You get the most benefit from public education - Today, equivalent private high school educations cost in-between $9,000 - 
$15,000 a year! 

· You receive a tax deduction - The PTO is a 501c3, non-profit organization and all contributions are tax deductible! 
· 100% of your donation goes to Bellaire HS – We’re not asking you to purchase anything, so every $1 you give benefits the 

students and teachers at Bellaire! 
 

WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO? Last year, your contributions funded the following projects and/or activities for students –  
 

· Academic support - Electronic equipment (TVs, DVDs, camcorder, and/or projectors, etc.) for special education, US History, 
French and Cultures, Spanish, Government & Economics, and Communication departments; paper supplies and printer car-
tridges for the Speech and Debate program; historical novels for U.S. history; theatrical lighting and video system; musical in-
struments and supplies. 

· Support for Clubs – Equipment for chess club, computer & software for yearbook, display cases for use by all clubs. 
· Physical Education support - Upgrades to the Bellaire HS swimming pool; softball field maintenance; volleyball equipment; 

wrestling equipment; basketball supplies.  
· Scholarships - College scholarships for 3 seniors at $2,500/each; $2,500 in study-abroad scholarships. 
 

In addition, PTO members receive the Cardinal’s Nest Newsletter (published 3 times a year), The Parent Handbook, frequent E-
Bulletins from the PTO president plus members are eligible to apply for scholarships and teacher grants awarded by the PTO.   
 

HOW DO I CONTRIBUTE?  It’s simple, write a check for the amount you wish to contribute and mail it in along with your stu-
dent’s information.   All contributions, no matter the amount, are appreciated and respected!  Contributions of $50 or 
more will be recognized in the Cardinal’s Nest by contribution level listed below.     
 

$ 1,000+ - Diamond Contributor (PTO membership included)  $      50+ - Bronze Contributor (PTO membership included) 
$    500+ - Platinum Contributor (PTO membership included)  $      25+ - Crystal Contributor (PTO membership included) 
$    250+ - Gold Contributor  (PTO membership included)  $      10   - PTO membership fee only – Family 
$    100+ - Silver Contributor (PTO membership included)  $        5   - PTO membership fee only – Bellaire HS faculty/staff 
 
Make checks payable to the Bellaire High School PTO and mail to:  (complete donor form on page 10 )   
 

Bellaire High School PTO – Commitment to Learning 
5100 Maple 
Bellaire, TX 77401 
 

Double your contribution – please check with your HR department for educational matching programs.  
Last year we received over $1,500 in matching funds! 
 

*PTO Membership required to receive Parent Handbook, E-Bulletins, Newsletters and to  apply for  scholarships,  
and teacher grants. 
 

Liz Kuntz & Ed Klein / PTO Membership and Fundraising  
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Commitment to Learning Campaign 
 
I’ve enclosed my contribution of $________ to the Commitment to Learning campaign (or the PTO  
membership fee only).  Check here ____ if you wish your contribution to remain anonymous.  
 
Contributor’s Name (please print) _________________________________________________________________   
 
Student/Grade_____________________________________________    2nd period teacher ___________________ 
 
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone _______________________   Email ________________________________________________________ 
 
Additional students/grades/2nd period teacher________________________________ 
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Dr. Barbara Reid & Dr. Dan Seilheimer  T.R. Moore & Co. P.C.                        
Janie & Stuart Mitcham   Alumni & Friends of BHS 
Flagship Management Corp.  Bell Dental Center             
Marilyn C. Anderson C.P.A.  Dacso Law Firm 
  
Dr. Dana & Marla Chudej  Victor Tong & Eva Chu  
Debra Gale Heart & Henry Platts Jr.  Bettina Brand Nolan         
Saul & Mary Delgado   Kawah & Eva Chan            
Neel & Lisa Bonner   Maureen Alsup  
The Winsten Family   Vince & Barbara Thielen 
Parmet Chapman & Key CPA  Kendall & Rusty Tamlyn 
Lainie Gordon & David Mincberg Lisa & Jay Berlin 
Chap & Ya Lin Wong    
Champion Transportation 
Automotion Accessories 
David & Julie Pomerantz in honor of Erin  
Suzy & Jack Schaffer in honor of Alyssa  
Bomasada Group Inc. (John & Julie Gilbert)  
Laurent & Charlotte Gressot 
Arlene Lassin & Jeff Riesenfeld in honor of Elissa Riesenfeld    
Melanie Knight Hall of Keller Williams  
Gail McKinnon of Creative Memories 

Continued List of 2004-2005  
Commitment to Learning Donors 

THANK YOU! 
 

Silver Contributor $100+  
 Kevin Lin's family 

 
Bronze Contributor $50+  

 Iehn Song   
 Miriam Aponte-Cleveland  
 Margarito Garcia   
 Hsi-Kun Tsai   
 Dorothy & Dennis Fields   
  

Crystal Contributor $25+  
 Javier & Ana Vaquez  
 

(Donations that were received  
subsequent to publication of Spring  

2005 PTO Newsletter) 
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PTO Membership 2005-2006 (please print clearly!)    Please Join!! 
Mail in form with your dues to Bellaire High School  PTO, 5100 Maple St., Bellaire, TX 77401.  
Thank you!!  
 

Parent Name_________________Student Name ___________________grade ________ 
Student Name ___________________grade ________ 
Home Address ___________________________________________________________ 
Home Phone __________________________other phone _________________________ 
Email address for periodic school news updates/reminders: 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Membership Contribution enclosed (circle)  $10      $25       $50       $100     other $____ 
Please remember that PTO membership is required to be eligible for  

student scholarships and teacher grant awards. 
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