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I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their patience and assistance during the challenging times 
we have all encountered due to Hurricane Ike. I have had the pleasure of interacting with many caring and generous 
parents, staff, family, and friends of our students and community. My hope is that each one of us is able to find at 
least one positive thing from the tragedy that many of us, our families, and friends have endured from Hurricane Ike. It 
certainly reinforced my appreciation of the wonderful and supportive community my husband and I chose to raise our 
children in. 

Parents have responded very generously to our Commitment to Learning membership and 
fundraising campaign. Thank you to all who have joined. My goal is to increase the number of 
families who view the PTO as a necessary and important part of the school, and therefore 
increase participation in the PTO. The PTO plays a very active role at the school, both in funding 
and volunteering. We are very fortunate to be at a school where the parent participation is 
appreciated and welcomed. 

I hope you will become involved in the school both by joining the PTO and attending the monthly 
meetings. Meetings are generally held on the first Tuesday of the month at 7:30 PM in the 
Multipurpose Room. Each PTO meeting is preceded by a meet & greet (parent networking) 
session that begins at 7:00 PM. These are open meetings. Everyone is encouraged to join the 
PTO and participate in the meetings. 

If you have joined the PTO and are not receiving th e e-bulletins, please contact me so I can 
add you to the group. Many addresses were returned as undeliverable and also hotmail.com 
addresses were bounced back. In a school the size of Bellaire, communication is always an issue. 

We try through several avenues (including the Cardinal's Nest which you are now reading) to stay 
in touch and keep parents informed of what is happening at Bellaire. Please help by going to the 
website, www.bellaire.org, and joining the email group. Some confusion may arise, because the 
school and the PTO both have yahoo groups. Periodic school news is sent out through the BHS 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Hello, Bellaire Parents! 
  

Your kids did a terrific job of getting back into academics after Ike's absences. Our damage 
included a couple of windows, water damage to the chemistry lab storage, field sign losses, 
and the AG barn roof.  
 

We have enjoyed a successful Blood Drive sponsored by Interact, College Night with Antares 
help, and a PSAT for sophomores and juniors. We are in the middle of football and volleyball 
seasons, looking forward to homecoming on Nov. 8. Rescheduled report card dates are Oct. 
22 and Nov. 25.  
 

Bellaire is planning to request a waiver for final exams this fall only, to replace the missed 
instructional days in September. We'll let you know when those plans are approved by HISD. Thanks for your support 
of Bellaire High! 
 

Tim Salem 
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November 11 PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
November 20 SDMC Meeting / 3:45 pm / S166 
November 22 Bellaire Jazz Brunch / 9 am - noon /Cafeteria 
November 26-28 THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
December 19 Last day of First Semester 
Dec 22 - Jan 5 STUDENT HOLIDAYS 
January 6 Classes Resume 
January 6 PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
January 15 SDMC Meeting / 3:45 pm / S166 
January 19 MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLIDAY 
February 3 PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
February 19 SDMC Meeting / 3:45 pm / S166 
March 3   PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
March 12 SDMC Meeting / 3:45 pm / S166 
March 16 - 20 SPRING BREAK 
April 7   PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
April 10  SPRING HOLIDAY 
April 16  SDMC Meeting / 3:45 pm / S166 
May 5   PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
May 21  Prom at Westin Galleria; AfterProm at Dave & Busters 
May 21  SDMC Meeting / 3:45 pm / S166 
May 25  MEMORIAL DAY 
May 28  Last day of School 
 

MPR: Multipurpose Room 
 

Calendar details were verified before publication. However, please be 
aware that schedules can and do change. 
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yahoo group found on the left side of the 
website. 
 

Please keep in touch and help keep the 
tradition of an active Bellaire High School 
going strong. 
 
Leisa Lovy 
PTO President BHS 08-09 
281-787-4947 
leisalovy@aol.com 

(PTO President, from page 1) 
 

2008 - 2009 PTO Budget 

INCOME  
Fundraising-Food Sales 100,000 
Fundraising-General 45,000 
Interest Inc 1,100 
Other Income 1,500 
TOTAL INCOME 147,600 

  
EXPENSES  
Administrative 100 
Afterprom 2009 1,000 
Bank Charge 50 
Food Sale Expenses 70,000 
General Fundraising Expenses 1,500 
IB Scholarships 3,000 
Newsletter 6,000 
Parent Handbook 500 
President's Discretionary Fund 1,000 
Social Worker  
Other Social Worker 4,000 
TOTAL Social Worker 4,000 
Special Projects  
Other Special Projects 28,000 
TOTAL Special Projects 28,000 
Staff Appr-1st Fridays 200 
Staff Appr-Gifts 500 
Staff Appr-Luncheon 3,500 
Study Abroad Scholarship 3,000 
Teacher Grants 25,000 
Teacher of year 250 
TOTAL EXPENSES 147,600 

For HISD calendar and information, and 
major testing dates, visit: 
www.houstonisd.org 



���������	
�����
���������������

��������	�
��
������
����������
�������	
����������������	
����
���������
����������������������������������
����
���������  
�
� The BHS PTO is proud to continue its efforts to 
encourage students to study abroad and immerse 
themselves in another culture and language.  We know 
that travel is expensive and will put a “Study Abroad” 
experience out of the reach for many students, however, 
again this year the PTO has set money aside to award 
partial scholarships to current BHS freshmen, 
sophomores, and juniors for study abroad programs in 
summer 2009 or during the academic year 2009/2010.  
 Students interested in study abroad have until 
March 2009 to research various “Study Abroad” 
programs, apply to the programs of their choice, and, 
upon acceptance, submit a copy of the letter of 
acceptance to the PTO. The 2009 applications will be 
available in the spring, although last year's application, 
which is not expected to change significantly, can be 
found on the BHS website, at:        
www.bellaire.org/pto/scholarships.php.  
 This year’s contact for the PTO scholarships is 
Dagmar Beck at dkbeck@rice.edu or 713-348-3188. 

 

Bellaire Jazz Brunch 
(formerly Breakfast at Bellaire) 

 
This annual event on Saturday, November 22, 2008 from 9 am – 12 noon benefits 2009 After 

Prom, a safe, drug and alcohol free party for BHS Seniors. Activities include a delicious pancake 
breakfast, jazz entertainment and silent and live auctions featuring Channel 13’s news anchor, Tom 
Koch as auctioneer. All activities take place in the Bellaire cafeteria. Tickets, available at the door, 
are $5 per person. Children five and under eat free. 

An important part of the live auction is the bidding for Prime Parking on Maple Street. 
Maple Street has 5 parking spaces that are reserved from auction to auction for the 
lucky students. Drawing tickets will be sold during lunch November 10 - 14. The drawing 
will take place on November.17. Drawing tickets are $5 each or $20 for five tickets. Any 
BHS student with a valid drivers license is eligible to purchase tickets to enter the 
drawing. The remaining spots will be in the live auction at the Jazz Brunch on November 22. 

Underwriting and donation opportunities are available. Contact Erin Lunceford at 713 906 6722 
or lunceford@msrnr.net 

Prom and AfterProm... 
 
Planning for the Class of 2009 Prom and 
AfterProm is well under way. The Prom is set 
to take place on Saturday, May 16th at the 
Westin Galleria hotel ballroom. The AfterProm 
committee is working on a plan to have the 
AfterProm at Dave & Busters immediately 
following the prom and lasting until 5:00 a.m. 
on Sunday, May 17th. It should be a wonderful, 
memorable and fun evening for the Seniors to 
share before they graduate and move on. 
  
Parents of seniors - please look at the 
AfterProm Information link                       
(http://www.bellaire.org/afterprom.php) on the 
school website to find out about some ways 
you can help. 
 
If you have questions please contact Kay 
Burns at 713-667-7046 or 
kayburns4@comcast.net. 

  BHS PTO Executive Board & Committee Updates 
New Information in Bold 

Volunteers in  
    Public Schools (VIPs):  Susy Brown      713-539 -1923  susyb-bhsvips@hotmail.com 
Teacher Luncheon:     Cathie Bach     713-817-6683  cathiebach@sbcgloba l.net  
       ”  ”  Carlton Jordan 281-723-4692  cjordan28@hotmail.com  
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This newsletter is produced by the PTO three times each year and sent to every household of students enrolled at BHS. Just 
because you have received this does not mean that you are a PTO member! If you want to check whether you have joined PTO 
this year, please email Mellody Panzer at mellodypanzer@hotmail.com or AnnaMarie Levy at anna-marielevy@comcast.net. 
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Bellaire Counseling Department MEMO 
 
 We are happy to have two new counselors in our department, Dr. Lourdes Fernandez, 
working with students with last names M – N and Ms. Pauline Hendryx, working with students 
with last names I – L.  We are so fortunate to have Dr. Fernandez and Ms. Hendryx in our 
Bellaire counseling department. It has been a busy, but successful, opening of the school 
year. Counselors have been meeting with students regarding schedules, college plans, and 
academic and personal concerns.  
 Everyone is adjusting to the shortened fall semester. Our 10th and 11th grade students 
had an opportunity to take the PSAT on October 15, 2008. The test score reports will be sent 
to our school in either late December or early January. We encourage 10th grade students to 

make use of the CollegeBoard website and the practice activities that can be accessed by using the student code on the 
score report. The practice activities can help the students to work on improving their performance by the time they take 
the test again in the 11th grade. In the 11th grade year, the PSAT serves as the National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 
Test (NMSQT). All 11th grade students are encouraged to use their PSAT score reports to help them identify any areas 
on which they may want to focus before beginning to take the SAT in the spring of their junior year. We recommend that 
students consider taking both the SAT and the ACT during their junior year. Most colleges and universities will accept 
either of the two tests for admissions consideration. Our 12th grade students should be well into the college application 
process. Please remind your child to submit their applications and requests for recommendations in a timely manner. 
Always find out if the school’s application deadline is a “received by” deadline or a “postmark” deadline. Remember to 
check PrepHQ (the new on-line system used by the counselors to communicate with the students and parents, see 
below) regularly for scholarship information.  

We will begin going into 9th grade classes in November for our fall guidance lessons. Before we know it, it will be 
time for final examinations. Start now, helping your student to prepare for final exams. Encourage your child to regularly 
review class notes and continue to ask questions and attend tutorials, if additional assistance is needed. Let’s make 
sure we are all working toward a successful semester! 
  
Willie Mae Franklyn 

College Information Center & PrepHQ 
 
   The College Information Center is abuzz with activity! 
College representatives have been coming nearly every 
day to visit with Bellaire students. And at College Night on 
October 7, more than 130 colleges and universities were 
represented! This event was organized by the Antares 
student organization, sponsor Brian Wolf, and Marlene 
Rubin. 

Students and parents can see which representatives are 
coming by visiting “Colleges” on PrepHQ. In fact, all 
announcements and scholarships are being posted on 
PrepHQ. To register for PrepHQ, visit the Bellaire website 
at www.bellaire.org , click on “counselors’ page” then 
PrepHQ. Look for “click here to register”. To register, a 
student needs to submit his/her last name and ID number. 
PrepHQ has many features for students in grades 9-12 to 
use: a checklist for students in each grade level, a college 
organizer, a college search, a resume maker, scholarship 
section, and more. If your student is NOT on PrepHQ, he/
she is probably missing out on lots of opportunities. 
   The hours of the college center are lunch and after 
school MOST days. When Mrs. Rubin is making 
presentations in classrooms, the college center may not 
be open. Over the course of the year Mrs. Rubin will visit 
every English class on every grade level to teach the part 
of the college application process appropriate for each 
grade level. 

   Volunteers Ann Pittman and Wendy Polisini took on the 
challenge last spring of making the College Information 
Center more user-friendly. Thanks to the PTO for 
providing some "upgrades". We will have 4 new laptop 
computers and additional bulletin boards. We already 
have a new P.A. system for the counseling department to 
use with student and parent groups. Many parent  
volunteers help before school, after school, and during 
lunch, to deal with all of the questions that students have. 
 

Marlene Rubin, 
College Access Counselor 

GO CARDINALS! The cheerleaders support the Varsity football team in 
their 36-0 win against Austin on October 4 
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Items for the Spring edition of the PTO Newsletter From 
the Cardinal’s Nest may be sent to Alan Rossiter by fax 
(713.669.1987) or email: alan@rossiters.org.  
Deadline for the Spring edition is February 1 .  
Newsletters are posted on the PTO website. 

      Preliminary, unofficial grade point averages and class 
ranks for seniors will be distributed on October 22, 2008, 
together with the first six weeks report cards.  The grade 
point averages and class ranks will be recalculated in 
January, 2009, for the official numbers which will include 
this fall semester. 
      We are well into the transcript request season.  It is 
very important that students submit their requests in a 
timely manner.  Please remember that a transcript 
requires 5 working days for processing while a transcript 
with a counselor recommendation requires 30 working 
days for processing.  Be sure to request well in advance of 
your deadlines so that we can get everything out for you 
on time.  Students often want to put an earlier deadline on 
their request card than the one set by the college or 
university.  This only delays your request because we 
must check for the correct deadline information.  Please 
provide accurate information so that we can process all 
the requests quickly and accurately.  Remember that the 
deadlines apply to scholarship applications as well as to 
college/university admissions. 
 We are aware of the effect of the hurricane on the 
college/scholarship application deadlines.  We will be 
getting the requested information and documents out as 
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soon as possible, and we will also be furnishing all 
recipients with information regarding delays caused by the 
storm. 
      Seniors will receive one more printout of their 
transcript during the fall semester so that they can verify 
all the information is correct before official rankings are 
done.  In addition, we will be asking seniors to verify their 
full names for their diplomas and their social security 
numbers for their final official transcripts during the year. 
Please help us by responding to our requests for 
information promptly. 
      All correspondence courses and credits by exam must 
be completed by December 1, 2008, for courses that are 
required for graduation.  If a senior has not completed a 
required course by that date, the student will be enrolled in 
the class at Bellaire High School for the spring semester. 
      Juniors will receive transcript copies to review prior to 
computation of preliminary grade point averages and 
rankings during the spring semester. 
 
 
Sandra Lynn Farmer 
Registrar. 

Just for Freshmen—The Cardinal 2012 
 

A new organization for all Bellaire High School 
freshmen and their parents has been formed.  All 
freshmen and their parents are automatically part of The 
Cardinal 2012, with no dues or paperwork to join required. 

One of the goals of the organization is to further 
enhance student life over the four years of attendance at 
Bellaire High School. This will be accomplished through 
social events designed to encourage our freshmen to 
meet other classmates they haven’t had time to get to 
know at school. Another goal of The Cardinal 2012 is to 
enhance connections between freshmen parents. Our first 
freshman social was scheduled for October 24, and our 
first parent meeting was scheduled for October 21. Watch 
for notices about future events! 

For more information, please contact Andrea 
Blitzer, Chairperson for The Cardinal 2012, at (cell) 
832-656-1599 or andyblitz@yahoo.com. 

SDMC: GPA Calculation Changes & HISD Magnet 
Policies 
 
The Shared Decision-Making Committee (SDMC) meets 
periodically to facilitate campus-level planning. As 
importantly, the SDMC members and PTO leadership are 
invited to the monthly advisory meetings held by Dianne 
Johnson, HISD District V Trustee, in order to facilitate two-
way communications prior to HISD Board Meetings. 
 
The SDMC reports the following and asks for your 
comments on:  
1. Proposed state-wide GPA calculation revisions that 
would allow bonus points only for AP, IB, and dual credit 
courses, i.e., no bonus points for Pre-AP & Pre-IB 
courses—see 
http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/reports/PDF/1617.PDF 
 
2. Discussions at community engagement meetings to 
eliminate HISD’s Magnet Transportation. Although, no 
HISD Board level discussions nor draft proposals have 
occurred as of mid-October. 
 
These two topics, with complex underlying factors, could 
affect all current & future BHS students and families.  
Review the October PTO Yahoo Groups emails for details 
on the above topics. 
 
Ed Klein, BHS SDMC, edklein5231@yahoo.com. 
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“Commitment to Learning”  
PTO Membership Drive & Fundraising Campaign 2008/2009 

  
The Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) invites you to join with other parents to support our Bellaire High School (BHS) 
students, faculty, and staff. The PTO membership drive is combined with the “Commitment to Learning” fundraising 
campaign so that you can conveniently make a single payment. The PTO is funded by membership dues, donations, and 
food sales conducted at BHS. There are NO other PTO fundraisers at BHS. This is it!!!! 

 

Your contributions are needed to supplement HISD 
funding in order to sustain our school’s 
extraordinary learning environment!! This year’s PTO 
goals are to: raise $50,000 and to have more families 
participating in PTO activities. With your help, we can 
achieve these goals! 
 
Why Join the BHS PTO as a Member? 
· Your PTO promotes cooperation & support among 

parents, teachers, and administrators. 
· Monthly PTO meetings inform parents about BHS 

activities, events, and opportunities relevant to your 
student. 

· The BHS Principal, or his designee, attends every 
PTO meeting to update us and to answer your 
questions. 

· Parent Networking sessions (before every PTO 
Meeting) allow you to discuss your student’s 
opportunities & challenges with your “peer parents” 
as well as with “experienced parents” who have older 
students. 

· Volunteerism in our school, via the “Volunteers In 
Public Schools” (VIPS) program, is encouraged by 
PTO. 

· Active outreach to new parents by PTO occurs at 
other school-sponsored events. 

· Specific one-time projects and Teacher Grants, for 
the benefit of all our students, are funded by PTO. 

 
Why Generously Support the PTO “Commitment to 
Learning” Fundraising Campaign? 
· enable your school to continue to operate at a level 

beyond HISD funding. 
· maintain momentum … BHS is consistently ranked 

as one of the best public high schools in Texas. 
· directly support your students and teachers … 100% 

of all donations goes to funding projects. 
· your contributions are tax deductible … PTO is a 

501c3 non-profit organization. 
 
How Do I Contribute & join PTO? 
Write a check for the amount, complete the form on the 

back cover of this newsletter, and 
mail both (or bring to the next PTO 
meeting). Contributions of $50 or 
more will be recognized in the 
Cardinal’s Nest by contribution 
level listed below. 

All contributions, no matter the amount, are 
appreciated and respected! (Crystal and higher donations 
include PTO Membership) 

$ 1,000 or + … Diamond Contributor   
$ 500 - $ 999... Platinum Contributor    
$ 250 - $ 499... Gold Contributor    
$ 100 - $ 249... Silver Contributor    
$ 50 - $ 99……Bronze Contributor    
$ 25 - $ 49……Crystal Contributor    
$ 10 …………..PTO Membership Dues – Per Family 
$ 5 …………… Bellaire HS faculty/staff Only  

  
Please ask about matching educational grants from your 
company (contact your HR Department about this). BHS 
PTO is a 501c3 non-profit organization. If your company 
prefers to donate directly to the school or has other 
requirements, we can help you with that process. 
 
Thanks in advance for your support!  
For questions or concerns, please contact: 
Ed Klein, VP – Membership & Fundraising, 
edklein5231@yahoo.com, phone: 713-986-3122 
Mellody Panzer, Membership & Fundraising Committee,
 mellodypanzer@hotmail.com  
AnnaMarie Levy, Membership & Fundraising Committee,
 anna-marielevy@comcast.net 
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Next PTO Meeting  / November 11th @ 7:30 PM,  
preceded by a “meet & greet” (parent networking) 
session at 7:00 pm (Multipurpose Room) 
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PTO Membership & Fundraising Campaign 2008/2009 
Please print all information. 
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Contributor Name(s) ______________________________________________________   
 
List all students in the family who attend Bellaire & their grade _____________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone __________________________   Emails_________________________________________________________________ 
 

I’ve enclosed my contribution of $________ to the Commitment to Learning campaign (or the PTO membership fee only).   
Please refer to page 7 for contribution levels.  Check # ____________.    
Check here ____ if you wish your contribution to remain anonymous.  
 

The PTO will send a tax letter for all donations of $250 or more. Please keep appropriate records for smaller donations. 
 

Make checks payable to the Bellaire High School PTO and mail to Bellaire HS PTO, 5100 Maple, Bellaire, TX  77401  


