
Dear Bellaire High Parents, 
 

 We're preparing for another 
successful school year, finalizing the 
master schedule, polishing the building 
from third floor down to the first, 
interviewing teacher candidates, and 
registering new students. At this time 
Bellaire welcomes two counselors and a 
new band director, along with teachers 
in the following contents: four math, two 
English, two French, four social studies, 

two science, one special education, and one Spanish. We had 
a tremendous year in academics and athletics, so we're 
counting on 2008-09 to keep the achievements coming. 
 Hope everyone has enjoyed vacation and family time. 
The Class of 2012 will soon be here! 
 

 Tim Salem 
 Principal 
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As summer is close to ending, it is time to get ready for the upcoming school year. My daughter is 
entering her sophomore year at Bellaire. I am very excited and look forward to a very successful 2008-09 
year. Becoming involved with the PTO has enabled me to become more involved with Bellaire High 
School than I ever would have dreamed possible. I have had the opportunity to meet and develop 
relationships with the administration, faculty, staff, parents, and students. We are very fortunate to have 
such a dedicated group of people working with and teaching our students. A school draws its strength 
from the people involved, not just the faculty and staff, but also the parents who generously volunteer 
their time and talents. Parental support is essential to maintain, and build on, the legacy of learning and 
achievement at our school. Two students from Bellaire High School traveled to Moscow this summer to 
represent the United States in the International Olympiada of Spoken Russian. They joined six other 
students to form the American team for the June 23–29 competition. This is just one of the latest events 
to represent the numerous achievements of our students here at Bellaire High School. 

Bellaire families have contributed to PTO fundraisers, and we have been able to distribute funds 
to the students, teachers, and the school in the form of teacher grants, building and ground 
improvements, and scholarships (see pages 6 & 7 for just a few examples). Just as importantly, the PTO 
meetings are a wonderful opportunity to network with other parents and to maintain an awareness of 
your student’s school life (see page 3). 

(Continued on page 8) 

Bellaire Open House 
Thursday September 4 
 
Tentative Schedule: 
Parent Information (5:45 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. – 
Auditorium) 
Información en Español – (5:45 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. 
in salón multipropósito)   
· Opportunity for parents of students who are 

new to Bellaire to receive general school 
information  

· Oportunidad para los parientes de las nuevas 
estudiantes a la escuela Bellaire a recibir 
información general de la escuela.   

Classroom Visitation – 6:30 p.m. 
Parents will follow their student’s schedule, meet 
the teachers and hear an overview of the courses. 
Wear comfortable shoes! 
 
Please confirm times with your student or at the 
school’s website, www.bellaire.org. 
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Bellaire High School has benefited in the past from 
corporate relationships.  Relationships with companies 
go deeper than financial assistance.  Companies 
provide volunteers from their employees to act as 
mentors, tutors or advisors.  The interaction between 
the business and Bellaire can benefit all parties.  If you 
work for a company or know of one that is interested in 
pursuing a relationship with Bellaire High School, 
please contact the Bellaire High School Business 
Manager, Diana Leeson, at dleeson@houstonisd.org or  
713-295-3720. 

September 13, 2008 
October 4, 2008 
October 25, 2008 
November 1, 2008 
December 6, 2008 
December 13, 2008 
January 24, 2009 
February 7, 2009 
March 14, 2009 
April 4, 2009 
May 2, 2009 
June 6, 2009 
June 13, 2009 

SAT & ACT Testing Dates 

ACT 
SAT & Subject Tests 
ACT 
SAT & Subject Tests 
SAT & Subject Tests 
ACT 
SAT & Subject Tests 
ACT 
SAT only 
ACT 
SAT & Subject Tests 
SAT & Subject Tests 
ACT 

For registration deadlines, locations and costs go to  
www.collegeboard.com (SAT) & www.act.org 
(ACT). 

Varsity Football Schedule 

 �#$%"�&� �&'"$�#  
 
August 11 - 14 Textbook & Schedule Pickup / 9 am - 2 pm, Mon: 12th  
  Grade, Tues: 11th Grade, Wed: 10th Grade; Thurs: 9th  
  Grade 
August 12 - 14 Cardinal Camp / 9 am - 12 noon or 1 - 4 pm 
  (pre-registration required) 
August 18, 19, 21 Book Room Open, 9 am - 3 pm 
August 20 Book Room Open, 3 pm - 8 pm 
August 25 First Day of Classes 
September 1 LABOR DAY HOLIDAY 
September 2 PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
September 4 Open House / 5:45 (info) / 6:30 (classroom visits) 
September 18 SDMC Meeting / 3:45 pm / S166 
September 27 Bellaire Fall Fever Fun Run / 8:05 am / hosted by 
  Alumni and Friends of Bellaire High School 
October 7 College Night / All Grade Levels / 7 pm / 1st Floor  
    / Meet College Representatives 
October 9 FALL HOLIDAY 
October 14 PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
October 16 SDMC Meeting / 3:45 pm / S166 
November 11 PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
November 20 SDMC Meeting / 3:45 pm / S166 
November 26-28 THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
December 19 Last day of First Semester 
Dec 22 - Jan 5 STUDENT HOLIDAYS 
January 6 Classes Resume 
January 6 PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
January 15 SDMC Meeting / 3:45 pm / S166 
January 19 MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLIDAY 
February 3 PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
February 19 SDMC Meeting / 3:45 pm / S166 
March 3   PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
March 12 SDMC Meeting / 3:45 pm / S166 
March 16 - 20 SPRING BREAK 
April 7   PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
April 10  SPRING HOLIDAY 
April 16  SDMC Meeting / 3:45 pm / S166 
May 5   PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
May 21  SDMC Meeting / 3:45 pm / S166 
May 25  MEMORIAL DAY 
May 28  Last day of School 
 

Calendar details were verified before publication. However, please be 
aware that schedules can and do change. 

� � � � � � �� � � 	 
 �October 15 November 19 January 14 March 4 April 22 
June 10 

For HISD calendar and information, and major 
testing dates, visit: www.houstonisd.org 

* Homecoming, to be confirmed 

Freshman & JV Games are held the day before Friday 
Varsity Games, the Thursday or Friday before Saturday 
Varsity Games, and the day after Thursday Varsity Games. 

Day Date Opponent Location Time 
Th 8/28 Alief Taylor Butler 7:00 PM 
Sat 9/6 Washington Butler 6:00 PM 
Fri 9/12 Southlake Carroll Southlake 7:30 PM 
Sat 9/27 Milby Barnett 6:00 PM 
Sat 10/4 Austin Barnett 1:00 PM 
Fri 10/10 Madison Butler 7:30 PM 
Sat 10/18 Chavez Barnett 1:00 PM 
Fri 10/24 Westside Butler 7:30 PM 
Sat 11/1 Lamar Delmar 1:00 PM 
Sat 11/8 Sam Houston* Butler 1:00 PM 
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For the most current BHS information check the school’s website, 
www.bellaire.org. You will find the latest announcements on the 
“Daily Bulletin”  , photos of recent events and newsmakers around 
the campus in “Bellaire High School Today”, and information 
about clubs, alumni events, UIL activities, HISD graduation 
requirements, and more. You can also “Subscribe to BHS eNews” 
to sign up for the school’s Yahoo Group. For questions about the 
website you may contact the webmaster, Mr. Schaaf, at 
jschaaf@houstonisd.org. 
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  BELLAIRE HIGH SCHOOL PTO EXECUTIVE BOARD AND COMMITTEES / 2009 - 2009 
President:     Leisa Lovy                  713-283-1669             leisalovy@aol.com  
Secretary:     Cindy Chapman  713-728-0240  cpchapman@yahoo.com   
Treasurer:     Susan Waldman 713-667-3070             sgwaldman@earthlink.net 
Past President:    Katie Coughlen 713-885-0737  kdcoughlen@comcast.net 
Parliamentarian:  Janet Herbert  713-988-8426  jmherbert04@yahoo.com 
 
1st VP - Communication:  Marnine Thomas    832-661-1200    marninethomas@sbcglobal.net  
Teacher of the Year:    Lynn Sawyer  713-723-1395  lynn.sawyer@sbcglobal.net  
Newsletter:    Alan Rossiter    713-660-9503  alan@rossiters.org 
Public Relations:    Nancy Brown   713-728-5639   brown.nf@comcast.net  
Parent Handbook:  Nancy Delhommer   713-665-2356             ndelhommer@yahoo.com 
SDMC:    Ed Klein  713-986-3122  edklein5231@yahoo.com 
    “    Carlton Jordan 281-723-4692  cjordan28@hotmail.com   
    “    Gail Tarsinos    713-907-1816   tarsinos@msn.com  
 
2nd VP - Membership 
    and Fundraising:  Ed Klein  713-986-3122  edklein5231@yahoo.com  
Membership/Fundraising:     Mellody Panzer 713-668-6604  mellodypanzer@hotmail.com   
    “    AnnaMarie Levy 832-687-7485  anna-marielevy@comcast.net 
Pizza/Food Sales:   Paula Permenter         832-265-3420            paulaperm@yahoo.com      
Teacher Grants:   Ruth Reid  713-995-7236  rrkreid@sbcglobal.net                
Student Scholarships:  Sandy Thompson  713-661-5422  sgthompson@central.uh.edu  
Study Abroad:    Dagmar Beck   713-348-3188   dkbeck@rice.edu 

3rd VP - School Relations:  Susy Brown  713-539-1923  susyb-bhsvips@hotmail.com  
Volunteers in  
    Public Schools (VIPs):  Norma Ashmore     281-507-2895  nashmor@yahoo.com   
First Fridays:     Carla Buerkle  713-664-0626  carlabuerkle@comcast.net 
    “            Georgia Graham   713-666-0626  georgia-graham@sbcglobal.net 
Teacher Luncheon:      Norma Ashmore     281-507-2895  nashmor@yahoo.com  
    “    Carlton Jordan 281-723-4692  cjordan28@hotmail.com  
College Center:    Ann Pittman   713-218-0996   annspittman@hotmail.com 
    “             Wendy Polisini   713-721-3031   polisini@sbcglobal.net                  
ID Badges:                   Karine Delvaux 713-661-7286  karinedelvaux@hotmail.com 

Parent Networking at BHS 
 
Parent Networking (“meet & greet”) sessions are held prior to every PTO meeting.  Our focus is to facilitate inclusive 
sessions that provide value to the participants.  We provide nametags and try to introduce parents to others with 
experience in specific areas of concern, e.g., to parents whose students have transitioned to BHS from a particular 
middle school, or to parents whose older students are now in college, etc.  

Our initial goal, four years ago, was simply to welcome all new parents to BHS and to encourage their active 
involvement in school activities.  However, the scope has expanded. Many parents now use the opportunity for 
substantive conversations about their expectations and hopes for their children in the context of the value to be gained 
from their four year Bellaire High School experience.   

The topics discussed typically include: the academic curriculum (on-level, PreAP, & AP), extracurricular activities, 
athletics, summer jobs, the college selection/application process, and other post-BHS alternatives. 

The networking has proven to be valuable to parents of any year student because most of the BHS milestones/events 
are one-time “new” occurrences.  Therefore, parents’ and students’ prior experiences do NOT necessarily prepare them 
for year-specific events.  
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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BELLAIRE HIGH SCHOOL 

MEMO                                               GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
 It’s time to look forward 
to all the exciting opportunities 
that await us in the new school 
year. The Bellaire High School 
counseling staff is working to 
make it easier for you to access the 
services and information you need.  
This past spring, we listed the one 
semester and two semester elective 
choices via a link on the Counselor 
Page of the Bellaire website, in an 

effort to help with course selections for the upcoming year.  
Work is underway to provide up-to date course descriptions as 
well. Soon, you will be able to view lists of courses and their 
prerequisites or co-requisite requirements. We also have some 
new faces in our department and we will introduce them to you 
in a future newsletter. 
 We are requiring all students to register and use 
PrepHQ (the link is on the Counselor’s Page.) PrepHQ is a 
wonderful tool that we will increasingly use to assist students 
with accessing college and career information. PrepHQ 
provides a resume builder that all students can use. This is 
especially helpful to seniors in preparing to complete the 
college application process and for scholarship applicants. All 
scholarships and academic enrichment activities are posted in 
PrepHQ. At the end of the school year, seniors will be required 
to complete their senior survey in PrepHQ. 
 As usual during the school year, we will be meeting 
with students regarding completion of the graduation 
requirements and presenting grade-level guidance lessons to 
promote higher levels of achievement throughout our student 
population. Because of the need to schedule our student 
meetings and guidance lessons around the students’ schedules 
during the school day, we ask that in the event a conference is 
needed with their child’s counselor, parents please call ahead 
to schedule an appointment. 
 Throughout the summer and in August, we have been 
making the necessary adjustments to the schedules and 
finalizing them for the start of the school year. To ensure a 
smooth start to the school year, changes will only be made to 
students’ schedules if the course has been completed during 
the summer or if the student has not satisfied the required 
prerequisites for enrollment in the course. 
 Students will be able to pick up a draft of their 
schedule during the week of August 11th (12th grade  - August 

11; 11th grade – August 12; 10th grade – August 13; 9th grade – 
August 14th) in the cafeteria. 
 

Upcoming Events 
Bellaire Open House – Thursday, September 4, 2008 

Classroom Visitation  
Parents will follow their student’s schedule, meet the 
teachers and hear an overview of the courses (wear 
comfortable shoes) 

 

Be sure to check the Bellaire High School website, 
www.bellaire.org, regularly throughout the school year 
for additional information and activities. 

 

Willie Mae Franklyn 
wfrankl2@houstonisd.org 
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Items for the Fall edition of the PTO Newsletter From 
the Cardinal’s Nest may be sent to Alan Rossiter by fax 
(713.669.1987) or email: alan@rossiters.org. Deadline 
for the Fall edition is October 1 . Newsletters are 
posted on the PTO website. 

Get Your 

www.bellairespiritwear.com 

On Sale 
At Home 

Football Games 
Fridays 
at Lunch 
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Parking around Bellaire is always problematic.  Parents and visitors should be careful to read all signs closely, because 
Bellaire Police do have cars towed regularly. You should allow extra time to get to school during the first few weeks of 
the semester. 
 
· Parking is prohibited in all areas where the curb is painted yellow or red. 
· The main parking lot, the service area and the parking spaces behind the shop wing are reserved for faculty and school 

employees.  Only vehicles displaying an official parking permit are permitted in the faculty parking areas.  DO NOT DROP 
YOUR STUDENT OFF IN THIS LOT.  It is congested and very dangerous. 

· The school bus zone, from the corner of Maple to the Faculty/Staff lot on South Rice, has available parking from 9:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m., Monday – Friday.   

· Limited visitor parking is located on Maple Street. 
· Handicapped parking spaces are located on Maple Street. 
· Students MAY NOT park in the circle on Maple, in the reserved parking area on Maple, or in the Visitors’ parking area on 

South Rice. The circle drive is for short-term visits only. 
· The Church of Christ parking lot located at 8001 South Rice at Holly is available for parents and visitors. A permit may be 

obtained from Ms. Barnes in Room 124 to park at this location. 
· Parking on the side streets near BHS is by permit only; please observe all posted signs or the car may be towed. Parking is 

usually prohibited on the side streets from 8:00 – 9:00 a.m. and from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m.  The police do not hesitate to tow.  

 

Examples of one-time year-specific BHS occurrences: 
  

9th grade:  School dress code, but no school uniforms. 
The 3 week up/down course scheduling  

   possibilities & second semester decisions. 
 

10th grade: Curriculum choices (e.g., on-level or AP). 
 Interpreting and utilizing your student’s 

practice (HISD-funded) PSAT score. 
 

11th grade: Preparing for the real PSAT & SAT tests. 
 Social issues: the new Driver License,  
   non-BHS social clubs, etc. 
 

12th grade: The college application process,  
 additional SAT & ACT tests, etc. 

 

Your interaction with other parents, during PTO 
meetings and volunteer (“VIPS”) service, can help you 
better understand the BHS milestones. So, for the 
value to be gained, why wouldn’t you expand your 
circle of contacts? Please join us at the next Parent 
Networking session. 

 
Ed Klein, VP Membership & Fundraising 
(edklein5231@yahoo.com, 713-986-3122)  

(Continued from page 3) 
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BHS VIPS is looking 
for amazing people to 

help the school 
throughout the year. 
We need people like 
you to donate time, 

energy, and experience in a variety of areas. 
 

Please call or e-mail (preferred) 
 

Susy Brown, VP of School Relations 
713-539-1923, susyb-bhsvips@hotmail.com 

 

Norma Ashmore, 
VIPS Coordinator 
281-507-2895, 
nashmore@yahoo.com 

Bellaire Fall Fever Fun Run 2008 : 
The Alumni and Friends of Bellaire High School, a non-profit organization, will host the 13th annual Bellaire Fall 
Fever 5K Fun Run/Walk and the Children's One-Mile Race on Saturday, September 27, 2008, at 8:05 a.m. The race 
benefits Bellaire High School Student Scholarships. Details and registration at: www.bellairehighschoolalumni.org/
funrun.html. �����������	�
��	��������	
��
�������

������������ ���



Bellaire High School PTO’s Teacher Grant program has been recognized by HISD for its impact in the school 
community.  Teachers and staff members submit proposals of $3000 or under to request funding for special classroom 
materials and to enhance student life at Bellaire.  Funds support a wide range of educational activities, from curriculum 
to sports to arts.  Grants are awarded once during each semester. 
 

The Teacher Grant Committee met on April 14 to review applications for funding. Many thanks to Nancy Brown, Ed 
Klein, Susan Waldman, and Diana Leeson for their thoughtful consideration of these requests. We are pleased to 
announce the following awards for the Spring, 2008 Grant Cycle: 
 

¨ Nancy Donaldson/Home Economics $1197 for a sewing m achine, fabric and thread 
¨ Samantha Hatvany/Social Studies $1535 for a compute r, printer/scanner and desk 
¨ Sandra Huang and Chu Chao Tsai/Foreign Language $30 00 for computer, printer, camera and CD player 
¨ Michael Mavronicles/Science $1639 for a Chess Club trophy case 
¨ Alice McKinney/Marketing Education $981 for an LCD projector 
¨ Chris Peek/Social Studies $1376 for a computer, mon itor, scanner and desk 

 

PTO is pleased to be able to award $9728 for the Spring, 2008 Grant Cycle.  Over $170,000 has been distributed by the 
PTO Teacher Grant program since its inception in 1996. 
 

We recognize the many worthy efforts of teachers who submitted proposals for the Spring Grant Cycle.  The entire PTO 
appreciates all of our teachers and staff who work so diligently all year long on our children’s behalf.  Thank you very 
much. 
 

Ruth Reid and Cheryl Levy, PTO Teacher Grants Committee Chairs, 2007-2008 
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PTO College Scholarships 
 
The Bellaire PTO granted $6,000 in college scholarships this year. The scholarship committee, led by Sandy Thompson, 
announced the winners at the May 5 PTO meeting. Cari Jean Whitmer will be attending the University of Houston. 
Egigayehu Adem plans to attend Prairie View A&M. Franz Kogler 
will attend Columbia University. George Li, one of the school’s 
Salutatorians, will attend University of California Berkeley. Natnaell 
Mammo will attend the University of Pennsylvania. Mark Vlaskamp 
will be attending Hendrix College, a small liberal arts college in 
Arkansas. Mark was awarded the special $1,000 Ann Fields 
Liberal Arts Scholarship funded by a private donor to encourage 
students to study at small liberal arts colleges. 
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Teacher of the Year Awards 

Left to right: Committee Chair Sandy Thompson, Mark Vlaskamp, Cari 
Jean Whitmer, George Li, Franz Kogler, and Natnaell Mammo. Not 
pictured: Egigayehu Adem 

Our Teacher of the Year Award winners were also announced 
at the May 5 PTO meeting. The winners, pictured here with 
Karen Robinson (PTO Organizer of the Award), are Tim 
Mitchell (Health Teacher and winner of the Established Teacher 
Award) and Brian Berry (World Geography Teacher  and 
winner of the New Teacher Award). 
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This promises to be another exciting year of change at 
Bellaire High School: 
 I am aware of the early application deadline for 
the University of Texas and will accept transcript requests 
for the University of Texas (only) for that deadline early in 
August. I will announce when other transcript requests will 
be accepted in my office; it will be sometime in mid-
September after the registration rush is over. 
 Transcripts will be sent to Texas state schools 
electronically this year. While that will speed up 
transmission time, it means that we will not be sending 
SAT and/or ACT scores to any schools since those scores 
do not appear on the face of the transcript. Students must 
be sure to submit their scores to the schools themselves. 
We are hoping to be able to send electronically to other 
schools as well, but we do not know at this time whether 
we can encrypt the information for secure transmission. 
 It is my hope that seniors will receive preliminary 
grade point averages and class ranks with their first report 
card in the fall semester. Grade point averages and ranks 
were calculated in late June 2008, before summer school 
grades were entered, because of the early deadlines.  
 
   Sandra Lynn Farmer, Registrar   
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During the Bellaire High School PTO meeting this past 
May, 2008, the PTO Scholarship committee announced 
that two Bellaire students were chosen to receive 
scholarships for summer abroad travel. 
 The two recipients of the scholarships 
were Louis Cid and Kelly Vlaskamp. Louis, an 
incoming junior, will be attending a yearlong 
program in France through AFS Intercultural 
Programs. His goal is “to see the world 
through multiple perspectives and then apply 
these perspectives to ameliorate the world’s 
misunderstandings.” Kelly, an incoming 
senior, will live in Michoacan, Mexico for six 
weeks where she will participate in the 
Amigos de Americas program. She will work 
with the local community to promote healthy 
nutrition and work on an environmental 
project. 
 The Bellaire PTO and Study Abroad 
committee members Julie Pomerantz, Felice 
Klein, and former chairperson Beth Nock look 
forward to a presentation from each of the 
participants at an upcoming PTO meeting. If 
you are interested in applying for a Study 

Abroad Scholarship the summer of 2009 or the school 
year of 2009-2010, please contact the new chairperson, 
Dagmar Beck at DKBeck@rice.edu. 

Bellaire Students Study Abroad 

Study Abroad Scholarship winners Kelly Vlaskamp and Louis Cid, with Beth Nock 

Would you volunteer in the school 
library?  
 
With only one Librarian and one Library Clerk now, 
Library staff are often short-handed and sometimes 
the library has to be unexpectedly closed to students. 
If you have free time during the day, might you 
consider this as a regular volunteer opportunity? 
 A library helper could be asked to do a 
number of things, such as assisting with day-to-day 
operations (e.g., checking student IDs when they 
enter during lunch-time, supervising computer use, 
reshelving books), keeping the collection in order 
(e.g., checking books are in the right place, 
vacuuming books and shelves, updating magazine 
racks), “seasonal” or one-time jobs (e.g., putting new 
books out on shelves, end-of-year inventory), and 
maintaining computers (e.g., removing old 
documents, updating software), etc. It is most helpful 
if volunteers can be present during lunch, and so it is 
preferable to arrange shifts to include that time. 
Volunteers generally work weekly, or once or twice a 
month. 
 You can get more information about this 
important volunteer opportunity from Belinda Rossiter 
(belinda@rossiters.org). 
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The PTO works with the school and aids in funding 
many needed school improvements. A large number of parents 
give their time and energy, not only for the PTO, but also for the 
various booster clubs to be found at Bellaire. It constantly 
amazes me how there is always something happening at the 
school. Even during the summer months I find the activity at the 
school equally amazing. The major PTO fundraiser is the 
membership drive and Commitment to Learning campaign. 
Every contribution, no matter the amount, is appreciated and 
respected. Please give serious consideration to this year’s 
fundraising effort. More information about this can be found on 
page 9 of this newsletter or on the PTO website. Remember to 
bookmark www.bellaire.org. 

I hope you will become involved in the school both by 
joining the PTO and attending the monthly meetings. Meetings 
are generally held on the first Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. 
Each PTO meeting is preceded by a “meet & greet” (parent 
networking) session that begins at 7:00 pm. These are open 
meetings. Everyone is encouraged to join PTO and attend the 
meetings. Members of the PTO are able to vote on issues at the 
meetings, get a free copy of the parent handbook, and receive 
periodic PTO E-Bulletins and school news. 
 You can also become involved, and build an awareness 
about your student’s environment, by volunteering at the school. 
There are many ways throughout the year for you to volunteer 

(PTO President, Continued from page 1) your time. The VIPS (Volunteers in Public Schools) coordinator 
Norma Ashmore (281-507-2895 or nashmor@yahoo.com), or 
the 3rd VP Susy Brown (susyb-bhsvips@hotmail.com or 713-
539-1923), will be glad to discuss volunteer opportunities at the 
College Information Center, the attendance office, or lunchtime 
food sales, to name a few (see page 10). Your student is 
becoming more independent, but in some ways it is even more 
important to stay involved and aware at the high school level. I 
know some of you will find this hard to believe, but your high 
school student may not communicate much information about 
the school to you. However, if you stay involved and connect 
(network) with other parents through the PTO and its meetings, 
you can find out an amazing amount about what is happening in 
and around the school. 

Welcome back, we are looking forward to another 
exciting and successful year and hope you will be a part of it. I 
look forward to seeing you at the first PTO meeting on Tuesday 
September 2, 2008 at 7:30 pm in the multipurpose room (come 
early from 7:00 p.m. and network with the other parents until the 
meeting starts). 
 
Leisa Lovy 
PTO President 2008-09 
281-787-4947 
leisalovy@aol.com 

This newsletter is produced by the PTO three times each year and mailed to every student's home 
address.  The fact that you received this does not  necessarily mean that you are a PTO member!  If you 
want to check whether you have joined PTO this year, please email Mellody Panzer at 
mellodypanzer@hotmail.com or AnnaMarie Levy at anna-marielevy@comcast.net. 

Get ready for College! 
 
The college center is run by Mrs. Rubin, counselor. Students may access the college center during lunch and 2:30-4 most days. Mrs. 
Rubin encourages students to come by during these hours to access information pertaining to college and careers. In addition, 
students AND parents can access information 24 hours a day, year-round, on PrepHQ, Bellaire’s on-line information source for 
college preparation, jobs, test preparation, scholarships, summer programs, contests, resume maker (to begin as early as 9th grade), 
and more. To register, go to www.prephq.com . The school ID is txbellaire. Then the student may “click here to register”. All that is 
needed for registration is the student’s last name and ID number.  
 
The PSAT / NMSQT is a standardized test that students take in October of their sophomore and junior years. HISD pays for the 
students to take the PSAT sophomore year. All 10th and 11th graders are encouraged to take this test as it provides practice for the 
SAT.  The PSAT score in the junior year is used to qualify students for the National Merit Scholarship programs, including National 
Achievement Scholars, National Hispanic Scholars, and Commended Students. Many colleges and universities offer scholarships 
based on the scores.  Score reports are mailed to the principal in December and then distributed to the students. 
  
The counselors will hold College Nights throughout the year for different grade levels. Plan to attend these informative 
sessions. (Dates not available at time of publication. Please check with counselors or on the school website for details.) 
  
There is also a special College Night for all grade levels on October 7th, at 7 p.m. Put the date on your 
calendar! Scores of college representatives will be available to meet with you and answer questions 
about their institutions. This event is organized by the student group Antares, and takes place 
throughout the building on the first floor. Don’t miss it! 



“Commitment to Learning”  
PTO Membership Drive & Fundraising Campaign 2008/2009 

  
 
The Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) invites you to join with other parents to support our Bellaire High School (BHS) 
students, faculty, and staff. The PTO membership drive is combined with the “Commitment to Learning” fundraising 
campaign so that you can conveniently make a single payment. The PTO is funded by membership dues, donations, and 
food sales conducted at BHS. There are NO other PTO fundraisers at BHS. This is it!!!! 
 
Your contributions are needed to supplement HISD fu nding in order to sustain our school’s extraordinar y 
learning environment!! This year’s PTO goals are to: raise $50,000 and to have more families participating in PTO 
activities. With your help, we can achieve these goals! 
 
Why Join the BHS PTO as a Member? 
· Your PTO promotes cooperation & support among parents, teachers, and administrators. 
· Monthly PTO meetings inform parents about BHS activities, events, and opportunities relevant to your student. 
· The BHS Principal, or his designee, attends every PTO meeting to update us and to answer your questions. 
· Parent Networking sessions (before every PTO Meeting) allow you to discuss your student’s opportunities & 

challenges with your “peer parents” as well as with “experienced parents” who have older students (see article on 
page 3). 

· Volunteerism in our school, via the “Volunteers In Public Schools” (VIPS) program, is encouraged by PTO. 
· Active outreach to new parents by PTO occurs at other school-sponsored events. 
· Specific one-time projects and Teacher Grants, for the benefit of all our students, are funded by PTO. 
 
Why Generously Support the PTO “Commitment to Learn ing” Fundraising Campaign? 
· enable your school to continue to operate at a level beyond HISD funding. 
· maintain momentum … BHS is consistently ranked as one of the best public high schools in Texas. 
· directly support your students and teachers … 100% of all donations goes to funding projects. 
· your contributions are tax deductible … PTO is a 501c3 non-profit organization. 
 
How Do I Contribute & join PTO? 
Write a check for the amount, complete the form on the back cover of this 
newsletter, and mail both (or bring to the next PTO meeting). Contributions 
of $50 or more will be recognized in the Cardinal’s Nest by contribution level 
listed below. 
  
All contributions, no matter the amount, are apprec iated and 
respected! (Crystal and higher donations include PTO Membership) 

$ 1,000 or + ...Diamond Contributor   
$ 500 ..……… Platinum Contributor    
$ 250 ..……… Gold Contributor    
$ 100 .………. Silver Contributor    
$ 50…………. Bronze Contributor    
$ 25 ………... Crystal Contributor    
$ 10 …………PTO Membership Dues – Per Family 
$ 5 …………. Bellaire HS faculty/staff Only  

  
Please ask about matching educational grants from your company (contact 
your HR Department about this). BHS PTO is a 501c3 non-profit 
organization. If your company prefers to donate directly to the school or has 
other requirements, we can help you with that process. 
 
Thanks in advance for your support!  
For questions or concerns, please contact: 
Ed Klein, VP – Membership & Fundraising, edklein5231@yahoo.com, phone: 713-986-3122 
Mellody Panzer, Membership & Fundraising Committee, mellodypanzer@hotmail.com  
AnnaMarie Levy, Membership & Fundraising Committee, anna-marielevy@comcast.net 
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Continued List of 2007-2008  
Commitment to Learning Donors 

(Bronze Level & Higher) 
THANK YOU! 

 

Diamond ($ 1,000 or higher) 
Po-Ching Chang and Hui-Chen Lu 
 

Gold ($ 250 or higher) 
Ling Liu and David Tong 
 

Silver ($ 100 or higher) 
Mingzhong Zheng and Lingzhi Liu 
Ming C. Yang 
Teddie and Tom Wright 
Cordelia and John Wisenbaker 
Allan Snyder 
Terri G. Rogers 
Jordan and Leisa Lovy 
Yuesheng Ling and Wanzhen Chen 
 

Bronze ($50 or higher) 
Jianming Xu and Lan Liao  
 

(Donations that were received subsequent to 
publication of Spring 2008 PTO Newsletter) 
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Answer phones,direct calls and take messages �����	��	��� 	
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Answer phones,direct calls and take messages  		
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Organize college brochures, assist college counselor with various duties 

 and help student/parents  access to college/scholarships information  
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Volunteer during lunch on Tuesdays and Wednesdays selling food.   
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Help the librarian with a variety of duties   		
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Assist with various duties 

once a week  ��
�� ��
�� ��

�$	%�$��	 ���� 	��	���� 	

make student badges during lunch  
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Assist on teacher request 
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Conduct tours for prospective students and parents  
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Assist coaches, directors,with varoius duties 
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Volunteers in Public School (VIPS) 
Bellaire High School 2008-2009 PTO Volunteer Form 
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Name: 
Phone #(s) where you could be reached:  
E-mail:  
Student(s) Grades: #1:___ #2:___ #3:____ #4:____ #5:____  
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Please send this back to Bellaire High School PTO –VIPS   
5100 Maple, Bellaire, TX 77401     
       
Susy B Brown          BHS VP of Public Relations    7135391923 susyb-bhsvips@hotmail.com 
Norma Ashmore     VIPS Coordinator      nashmor@yahoo.com 
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On Monday, April 21, 2008 nearly 200 parents of the 
Class of 2009 gathered to learn about upcoming senior 
class activities. Dr. Marcellars Mason, class advisor, and 
Kay Burns, steering committee coordinator, hosted the 
meeting. Also present were Class of 2009 advocacy 
representatives. 

Parents were given an overview of potential 
senior dues and activities the dues would cover as well 
as the current format of the Prom and After Prom. The 
Prom activities are the responsibility of the school. After 
Prom (see below) is a drug-free and alcohol-free event 
for seniors and their dates immediately after the prom 
itself. After Prom activities and related fundraising are 
the responsibility of the senior class parents. 

A recap of previous fundraising activities was 
given. An estimated minimum $35,000 is needed to fund 
the 2009 After Prom. This level of fundraising takes a 
large group of volunteers. A number of additional 
fundraising ideas were discussed and parents 
volunteered to take on most of the areas. 
 

Public Relations 
Nancy Brown 
Debra Beachy 
Georgia Graham 
 

Treasurer 
JoAnne Phillips 
 

Cardinal Camp Drink Sales 
Charles & Kathi Beasley 
 

Class T-Shirts & Other Printed Items 
Alicia Reitman 
 

Breakfast at Bellaire 
Erin Lunceford  Pamela Dancy 
Sharon Addicks  Elaine Lupovitch 
Leslie Avioli  Firoozeh Tuller 
Michelle Brownlow Georgia Graham 
 

Volunteers still needed for: 
School Directory 
Chinese Food Sale Coordinator 
 

 Ms. Franklyn (Lead Counselor) gave a run-down 
of senior expectations including senior year course 
selection, summer school, SAT/ACT preparation, 
transcripts, class ranking and college application issues. 
PrepHQ is an online tool that provides help in researching 
and developing a prospective college list, completing 
college applications and applying for financial aid. PrepHQ 
can be accessed through the counselor’s page on the 
BHS website. 
 A contact list of parents was developed from those 
attending the meeting. If you weren’t able to attend and 
want to be added to the list contact Kay Burns at 713 667 
7046 or kayburns4@comcast.net. Dr. Mason will use the 
HISD telephone call-out system and the email distribution 
list to communicate with parents.  
 On Saturday, June 21, 15 to 20 members of the 
Class of 2009 held a car wash in the teachers’ parking lot 
and raised just under $700. Dr. Mason will organize 
another car wash in August. More activities will be planned 
to involve the seniors in the fundraising efforts. 
 
Georgia Graham, 
Public Relations Volunteer 

Class of 2009 Parent Meeting 

After Prom 2008 may have gotten off to a rocky start - but it finished with a great celebration and a wonderful end to the 
evening - and the year.  We could never have done it without the dedicated parents and friends who gave so generously 
of their time, their talent, and their treasure.  We will never know everyone who helped make this event such a success, 
and if your name is missing from this list below, please know that your contribution was greatly appreciated 
nonetheless.  Thank you for all you did, and all you gave - from the Bellaire High School Class of 2008. 
 
Christianne Melanson, Chair, BHS After Prom 2008 

Shelly Abrameit, Glen Abrameit, Ty Albina-Moz, Isaiah Balseras, Jo Barrie, Marg Bernhardt, Ralph Blumenthal, Ms Blumenthal, Ellen 
Brown, Charleene Burgess, Debra Butler, Bev Cage, Bob Cage, Berni Carson, Donna Carter, Nancy Chavez, Mr Chavez, Phebe 
Chen, Jill Clausen, Nicolas Cocauessus, Ashley Coffer, David Coughlen, Katie Coughlen, Harriette Fluitt , Herman Fluitt Jr., Hope 
Gatliff, Judy Graves, Jessica Horton, Francine Ing, Jessica Johnson, Rebecca Johnson, Carlton Jordan, Cassie Kane, Laurie 
Kaufman, Diana Leeson, Maurice Leeson, Terry Liscano, Gabriela Luna, Laura Luo, Jan Lusby, Randy Lusby, Tom Lytle, Jacqueline 
Marion, Tyrone Marion, Paulette Mouton, Mr Mouton, Denise Moore, Cindy Musemeche, Sidney Ng, Flavia Nelson, Mr Nelson, Nick 
Nicholas, Melinda O'Connell, Leslie Painter, Brenda Parks, Carmen Patino, Linda Pau, Sandi Peters, Keisha Pierce, David 
Pomerantz, Julie Pomerantz, Dorit Ronen, Lisa Rothenberg, Scott Rothenberg, Yolanda Sampa, Durwin Sharp, Sherri Showalter, Lisa 
Skouby, Elzora Smith, Doris Soebbing, Chad Speich, John Straubinger, Carin Sufi, Menghong Sun, Gail Tarsinos, Sandy Thompson, 
Ann Turnbach, Kaitlyn Turnbach, Steve Ulrich, Marcie Uzick, Yvonne Valentine, Edhy Viera, Joy Walker, Mark Ward, Julie Whitney, 
William Wigglesworth, Tim Salem, Andrew Monzon, Blue Moon Imagery, Gabriel Tran Photography. 

Thank You, After Prom 2008 Volunteers!  
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Next PTO Meeting  / September 2nd @ 7:30 PM,  
preceded by a “meet & greet” (parent networking) 
session at 7:00 pm (Multipurpose Room) 
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PTO Membership & Fundraising Campaign 2008/2009 
Please print all information. 

Contributor Name(s) ______________________________________________________   
 
List all students in the family who attend Bellaire & their grade _____________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone __________________________   Emails_________________________________________________________________ 
 

I’ve enclosed my contribution of $________ to the Commitment to Learning campaign (or the PTO membership fee only).   
Please refer to page 9 for contribution levels.  Check # ____________.    
Check here ____ if you wish your contribution to remain anonymous.  
 

The PTO will send a tax letter for all donations of $250 or more. Please keep appropriate records for smaller donations. 
 

Make checks payable to the Bellaire High School PTO and mail to Bellaire HS PTO, 5100 Maple, Bellaire, TX  77401  
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