
Dear Bellaire High Parents, 
 
The start of school is just around the 
corner and we are completing the 
master schedule, interviewing new 
employees, cleaning the building, 
registering students, filing district 
reports, and planning for the 2007-08 
school year. Does it sound like we 
have the summer off? We want to be 

ready for the students and the Class of 2011. 
 
There are new faces in administration, counseling, English, 
Math, Science, Social Studies, Spanish, French, Special 
Education, and Music. Our school celebrates being named one 
of the top 100 high schools by Newsweek magazine this year, 
and with your support we will continue to enjoy Bellaire High's 
recognition. 
 

             Tim Salem 
             Principal 
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Bellaire Open House 
Thursday September 6 
 
Parent Information (5:45 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. – 
Auditorium) 
Información en Español – (5:45 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. 
in salón multipropósito)   
· Opportunity for parents of students who are 

new to Bellaire to receive general school 
information  

· Oportunidad para los parientes de las nuevas 
estudiantes a la escuela Bellaire a recibir 
información general de la escuela.   

Classroom Visitation – 6:30 p.m. 
Parents will follow their student’s schedule, meet 
the teachers and hear an overview of the courses. 
Wear comfortable shoes! 
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As the extra long, extended summer draws to a close - it is time to start gearing up for the 
upcoming school year.   My Bellaire student is entering his senior year, so it is with mixed 
feelings that I approach the 2007-08 school year.  Becoming involved with the PTO has 
enabled me to become more involved with Bellaire High School than I ever would have 
dreamed possible.  I have had the opportunity to meet and develop relationships with the 
administration, faculty and staff.  We are very fortunate to have such a dedicated group of 
people working with and teaching our students.  A school draws its strength from the people 
involved, not just the faculty and staff, but also the parents who generously volunteer their time 
and talents.  Bellaire was recognized by Newsweek as one of the top 100 High Schools in the 
nation last year.  The school also produced 52 National Merit Semifinalists.  Parental support is 
essential to maintain, and build on, the legacy of learning and achievement at our school.  In 
recent years, Bellaire families have contributed to PTO fundraisers such that we were able to 
distribute funds to the students, teachers, and the school in the form of teacher grants, building 
& ground improvements, and scholarships.  As importantly, the PTO meetings are a wonderful 
opportunity to network with other parents and to maintain an awareness of your student’s 
school life. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Bellaire High School has benefited in the past from 
corporate relationships.  Relationships with companies 
go deeper than financial assistance.  Companies 
provide volunteers from their employees to act as 
mentors, tutors or advisors.  The interaction between 
the business and Bellaire can benefit all parties.  If you 
work for a company or know of one that is interested in 
pursuing a relationship with Bellaire High School, 
please contact the Bellaire High School Business 
Manager, Diana Leeson, at dleeson@houstonisd.org or  
713-295-3720. 

September 15, 2007 
October 6, 2007 
October 27, 2007 
November 3, 2007 
December 1, 2007 
December 8, 2007 
January 26, 2008 
February 9, 2008 
March 1, 2008 
April 12, 2008 
May 3, 2008 
June 7, 2008 
June 14, 2008 

SAT &  ACT Testing Dates 

ACT 
SAT & Subject Tests 
ACT 
SAT & Subject Tests 
SAT & Subject Tests 
ACT 
SAT & Subject Tests 
ACT 
SAT only 
ACT 
SAT & Subject Tests 
SAT & Subject Tests 
ACT 

For registration deadlines, locations and costs go to  
www.collegeboard.com (SAT) & 
www.act.org (ACT). 

Varsity Football Schedule 
 

Sat. Sept. 8 vs. B. T. Washington @ Delmar / 6:00 pm  
Sat. Sept. 15 vs. Caney Creek @ Butler / 7:00 pm  
Fri. Sept. 21 vs. Dickinson @ Dickinson / 7:00 pm  
Thurs. Sept. 27 vs. Sam Houston @ Butler / 7:00 pm  
Sat. Oct. 6 vs. Madison @ Butler / 6:00 pm  
Thurs. Oct. 11 vs. Chavez @ Butler / 7:00 pm  
Fri. Oct. 19 vs. Westside @ Butler / 7:30 pm  
Fri. Oct. 26 vs. Milby @ Butler / 7:30 pm  
Sat. Nov. 3 vs. Lamar @ Delmar / 2:00 pm  
Sat. Nov. 10 vs. Westbury @ Butler / 1:00 pm* 
*  Homecoming 

Freshman & JV Games are held the day before Friday 
or Sat. Varsity Games and the day after Thursday 
Varsity Games. 
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August 13 - 15     Textbook & Schedule Pickup / 9 am - 2 pm 
                             Mon: 12th Grade, Tues: 11th Grade, Wed: 10th Grade 
August 14 - 16     Cardinal Camp. Attendees pick up books at end of camp 
August 20, 21, 23 Book Room Open, 9 am - 3 pm 
August 22             Book Room Open, 3 pm - 7 pm 
August 27             First Day of Classes 
September 3        LABOR DAY HOLIDAY 
September 4        PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
September 6        Open House / 5:45 (info) / 6:30 (classroom visits) 
September 11      12th Grade College Night / Panel of College                  
                             Representatives / 7 pm / seniors & parents 
September 15      Bellaire Fall Fever Fun Run / 7:30 am / hosted by 
                             Alumni and Friends of Bellaire High School 
September 18      Parenting Teens Class / 7 pm / MPR 
                             Active Parenting   
September 25      Parenting Teens Class / 7 pm / MPR 
                             Building Self Esteem  
October 2             Parenting Teens Class / 7 pm / MPR 
                             Developing Responsibility  
October 2             PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
October 9             Parenting Teens Class / 7 pm / MPR 
                             Winning Cooperation  
October 16           Parenting Teens Class / 7 pm / MPR 
                             Drug Use Among Teens  
October 17           PSAT 
October 18           IB Information Night / 7:30 pm / MPR 
October 23           Parenting Teens Class / 7 pm / MPR 
                             Teen Sexuality  
October 23– 26    TAKS Repeat Exit Level Testers 
October 25           College Night / All Grade Levels / 7 pm / MPR &          
                             Cafeteria / Meet College Representatives 
November 6         PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
November 21-23  THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
Dec 17 - 20          Final Exam Week 
Dec 21 - Jan 6     STUDENT HOLIDAYS 
January 7             Classes Resume 
January 8             PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
January 21           MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLIDAY 
January 29           8th Grade Information Night / 7 pm / Auditorium 
February 5           Getting Money for College  (11th & 12th grade parents) 
                             7 pm /  Auditorium & MPR 
February 5           PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
February 9           Career & Education Day / GR Brown Convention Cr 
February 19         11th Grade College Night / 7 pm / Auditorium 
February 26         9th& 10th Grade College Night / 7 pm / Auditorium 
March 4                PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
March 4 - 8           TAKS Re-testers 
March 14 - 24       SPRING BREAK 
April 1                   PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
April 6                   National College Fair / GR Brown Convention Cr 
April 8                   Transitioning from High School to College / 7 pm / MPR  
April 28 - May 3    TAKS Exit Level for Seniors 
April 26                 Prom 
May 6                   PTO Meeting / 7:30 pm / MPR 
May 26                 MEMORIAL DAY 
May 23 - 29          Final Exam Week 
May 29                 Last day of School 
 
Calendar details were verified before publication. However, please be 
aware that schedules can and do change, and some times may be 
adjusted to eliminate conflicts. 
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Bellaire High School PTO’s Teacher Grant program has been recognized by HISD for its impact in the school 
community.  Teachers and staff members submit proposals of $3000 or under to request funding for special classroom 
materials and to enhance student life at Bellaire.  Funds support a wide range of educational activities, from curriculum 
to sports to arts.  Grants are awarded once during each semester. 
 

The Teacher Grant Committee met on March 22 to review spring semester applications for funding.  Many thanks to 
Nancy Brown, Cindy Chapman, Katie Coughlen, Becky Grinstead, Ed Klein, Ruth Reid, Karen Robinson, Tim Salem, 
Susan Waldman and Shelley Wisner for their thoughtful consideration of these requests.  
  
We are pleased to announce the following awards for the Spring, 2007 Grant Cycle: 

o  L. Broze/English $360 for lecterns 
o  M. Kramer/Girls’ Basketball $1123 for a camera and warm-up tops 
o  M. Kramer/Golf $824 for golf supplies and tournament fees 
o  R. Moorhead/Magnet Coordinator $1115.79 for a trophy case to showcase language contest victories 
o  K, Nocca/Geography $201 for a photo printer 
o  J. Zider/Art $1670 for work tables 

 

PTO is pleased to be able to award $5293.79 for the Spring, 2007 Grant Cycle.  Over $145,000 has been distributed by 
the PTO Teacher Grant program since its inception in 1996. 
 

We recognize the many worthy efforts of teachers who submitted proposals for the Spring Grant Cycle.  The entire PTO 
appreciates all of our teachers and staff who work so diligently all year long on our children’s behalf.   
 

Cheryl Levy/PTO Teacher Grants Committee Chair, 2006-2007 

  BELLAIRE HIGH SCHOOL PTO EXECUTIVE BOARD AND COMMITTEES / 2007 - 2008 
 

President:                           Katie Coughlen                  713-885-0737                     kdcoughlen@houston.rr.com 
Executive VP:                    Volunteer needed – if interested contact Katie Coughlen             
Membership and              Cindy Chapman                 713-728-0240                     cpchapman@yahoo.com 
Fundraising VP:               Volunteer needed – if interested contact Katie Coughlen 
VP VIP:                              Susy Brown                        713-539-1923                     susy12@yahoo.com 
Secretary:                          Kathy Salazar                      713-794-7681                    razalas_89@sbcglobal.net                  
Treasurer :                          Susan Waldman                 713-667-3070                     sgwaldman@bigfoot.com 
Past President:                   Nancy Brown                     713-728-5639                     nfbrown@houston.rr.com                 
 
Committees  
Par liamentar ian:              Janet Herbert                      713-988-8426                     jmherbert04@yahoo.com 
Pizza/Food Sales:             Volunteer needed – if interested contact Katie Coughlen 
First Fr idays:                     Carla Buerkle                     713-664-0626                     cbuerkle@houston.rr.com 
                                            Georgia Graham                 713-666-0626                     georgia-graham@sbcglobal.net 
Teacher  Grants:               Cheryl Levy                       713-669-9355                     goodlev4@earthlink.net 
                                            Ruth Reid                           713-995-7236                     rrkreid@sbcglobal.net 
Teacher  of the year :         Karen Robinson                 713-592-9499                     kgr0421@sbcglobal.net 
Newsletter :                         Alan Rossiter                      713-660-9503                     alan@rossiters.org 
Student Scholarships:      Sandy Thompson               713-661-5422                     sgthompson@central.uh.edu  
Study Abroad:                   Beth Nock                          713-665-3935                     mnock@aol.com 
Public Relations:              Nancy Brown                     713-728-5639                     nfbrown@houston.rr.com  
Teacher  Luncheon:          Thecla Scott                     281-933-1854                     tdsswim@yahoo.com         
Parent Handbook:            Volunteer needed – if interested contact Katie Coughlen 
College Center :                  Ann Pittman                       713-218-0996                     annspittman@hotmail.com 
                                            Wendy Polisini                   713-721-3031                     polisini@sbcglobal.net  
ID Badges:                        Karine Delvaux                  713-661-7286                     karinedelvaux@hotmail.com            
SDMC:                                Dagmar Beck                     713-838-8950                     DKBeck@rice.edu 
                                            Julie Pomerantz                  713-838-1945                     julespomer@aol.com 

Ed Klein                              713-986-3122                     edklein5231@yahoo.com 
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BELLAIRE HIGH SCHOOL 

MEMO                                               GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
We are excitedly awaiting the start 
of a new school year!  The Bellaire 
High School counseling staff is 
making preparation for the school 
year in an effort to enhance the 
level of service we provide to our 
students.  We have some new faces 
in our department and we will 
introduce them to you in a future 
newsletter.   
 

We expect that all our returning students have now accessed the 
PrepHQ link on the Counselor’s Page of the Bellaire website 
and completed their registration for the use of this site.  PrepHQ 
is a wonderful tool that we will use to a greater extent 
throughout this and future school years to assist students with 
accessing college and career information.   
 
As with every year, we asked all students to review their course 
selections, make any necessary corrections, and return the 
course verification sheets to their counselor by the last day of 
school.  We have made the necessary adjustments to the 
schedules and finalized them for the start of the school year.  To 
ensure a smooth start to the school year, changes will only be 
made to students’  schedules if the course has been completed 
during the summer or if the student has not satisfied the required 
prerequisites for enrollment in the course.   
 
As usual during the school year, we will be meeting with 
students regarding completion of the graduation requirements 
and presenting grade-level guidance lessons to promote higher 
levels of achievement throughout our student population.  
Because of the need to schedule our student meetings and 
guidance lessons around the students’  schedules during the 
school day, we ask that in the event a conference is needed with 
their child’s counselor, parents please call ahead to schedule an 
appointment. 
 
Willie Mae Franklyn 
wfrankl2@houstonisd.org 
 
Upcoming Events  
 
Bellaire Open House – Thurs., September 6, 2007 
Parent Information (5:45 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. – Auditorium) 
Información en Español – (5:45 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. in salón 
multipropósito)   
· Opportunity for parents of students who are new to 

Bellaire to receive general school information  
· Oportunidad para los parientes de las nuevas 

estudiantes a la escuela Bellaire a recibir información 
general de la escuela.   

Classroom Visitation – 6:30 p.m. 
· Parents will follow their student’s schedule, meet the 

teachers and hear an overview of the courses. Wear 
comfortable shoes! 

 
12th Grade College Night/Panel of College 
Representatives – Tues., September 11, 2007 
 
Classes for  parents on parenting teens (6-Par t Ser ies)  - 
Tuesday evenings - Sept. 18 – Oct 23, 2007 
 7:00 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room 
· Active Parenting  - Tues., Sept.18th  
· Building Self Esteem – Tues., Sept. 25th  
· Developing Responsibility – Tues., Oct. 2nd  
· Winning Cooperation – Tues., Oct. 9th  
· Drug Use Among Teens – Tues., Oct. 16th  
· Teen Sexuality – Tues., Oct.23rd   
 
PSAT – Wednesday, October 17, 2007 administered to all 
tenth grade students and registered eleventh students 
PSAT Registration for 11th grade students will be held 
during lunch in early October. 
 
IB Information Night – Thurs., October 18, 2007 – 7:00 
in the Multipurpose Room 
 
College Night – Thurs., October 25, 2007 -  
7:00 p.m. in the Cafeteria and the Multipurpose Room  
Opportunity to speak with college representatives from 
around the country – all grade levels welcome 
(Sponsored by the Antares Club) 
 
8th Grade Information Night – Tues., Jan. 29, 2008 – 
7:00 in the Auditorium 
 
Getting Money for  College – Tues., Feb. 5, 2008 – Open 
to parents of 11th and 12th graders 
English – 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium; 
Español – 7:00 p.m. en salón Multipropósito 
 
Career  and Education Day – Sat., February 9, 2008 – 
8:00 a.m. George R. Brown Convention Center 
All grade levels welcome – FREE 
www.hispanicforum.org 
 
11th Grade College Night – Tues., February 19, 2008 – 
7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium 

(Continued on page 5) 



� � � � �� �� � 	 
 �� � � �
 � � � �� � ��� �� � � � �

(Upcoming Events, Continued from page 4) 

 
9th/10th Grade College Night – Tues., Feb. 26, 2008 – 
7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium 
 
National College Fair  – Sun., April 6, 2008 –  
1:00 – 4:00 p.m. George R. Brown Convention Center 
 
Transitioning from High School to College – Thurs., 
April 8, 2008 – 7:00 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room 
 
Be sure to check the Bellaire High School website, 
www.bellaire.org, regular ly throughout the school 
year  for  additional information and activities. 
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Parking around Bellaire is always problematic.  Parents and visitors should be careful to read all signs closely, because 
Bellaire Police do have cars towed regularly.  Ferris construction is ongoing.  Currently there are no through streets 
from Chimney Rock to the school eastbound from Beechnut to Evergreen.  The situation may change when school 
starts.  You should allow extra time to get to school during the first few weeks of the semester. 
 
· Parking is prohibited in all areas where the curb is painted yellow or red. 
· The main parking lot, the service area and the parking spaces behind the shop wing are reserved for faculty and school 

employees.  Only vehicles displaying an official parking permit are permitted in the faculty parking areas.  DO NOT DROP 
YOUR STUDENT OFF IN THIS LOT.  It is congested and very dangerous. 

· The school bus zone, from the corner of Maple to the Faculty/Staff lot on South Rice, has available parking from 9:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m., Monday – Friday.   

· Limited visitor parking is located on Maple Street. 
· Handicapped parking spaces are located on Maple Street. 
· Students MAY NOT park in the circle on Maple, in the reserved parking area on Maple, or in the Visitors’  parking area on 

South Rice.  The circle drive is for short-term visits only. 
· The Church of Christ parking lot located at 8001 South Rice at Holly is available for parents and visitors.  A permit may be 

obtained from Ms. Barnes in Room 124 to park at this location. 
· Parking on the side streets near BHS is by permit only; please observe all posted signs or the car may be towed.  Parking is 

usually prohibited on the side streets from 8:00 – 9:00 a.m. and from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m.  The police do not hesitate to tow.  
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Items for the Fall edition of the PTO Newsletter From 
the Cardinal’s Nest may be sent to Alan Rossiter by fax 
(713.669.1987) or email: alan@rossiters.org.  
Deadline for the Fall edition is October 1.  
Newsletters are posted on the PTO website. 

(specify e-mail subject as “BHS Volunteer” ) 

See VIPS Sign-Up Form, p. 10 

After Prom is a drug-free and alcohol-free event for 
seniors and their dates immediately after the prom 
itself. Without additional volunteer support, After Prom 
2008 cannot be held. If you would be interested in 
volunteering to help run this event, please contact 
Katie Coughlen (tel: 713-885-0737; e-mail: 
kdcoughlen@houston.rr.com). 
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Race Day Schedule:                                                         Registration fees are: 
6:00–7:30 a.m. - Packet Pickup/Registration                     $17.00 - before August 30, 2007 
7:45 a.m. - Children’s One Mile Race                                $20.00 - August 30 - September 8, 2007 
8:05 a.m. - 5K run/Walk                                                     $25.00 - September 9-15, 2007 
8:40 a.m. - Post Race Party 
9:15 a.m. - Awards Ceremony  
 
The registration fee includes a 100% cotton T-shirt, commemorative cup, awards, and random prize drawings.        
Availability of commemorative cups and T-shirts are guaranteed for those registering before September 8, 2007. The 
availability of T-shirts and/or appropriate sizes cannot be guaranteed after September 8, 2007. Go to  
www.bellairehighschoolalumni.org and click on events, or call 281-563-8247 for more information about the fun run. 

� � � � � � � � �� � � � �� � 	 � � �
 �� � � 
 � � � � � �� � �
 �� � �� � � 
 � � � � �
 � � � � � � � � � � �� �� � � � �� �  �  

� � � � � ��� � �	 
 � � �� 
 �� ��� � �� � � � � ��� � �	 
 � � �� 
 �� ��� � �� � � � � ��� � �	 
 � � �� 
 �� ��� � �� � � � � ��� � �	 
 � � �� 
 �� ��� � � ����
 
For the past three school years, we have held “meet & greet” sessions prior to every PTO meeting.  Originally, the 
intention was simply to welcome all new parents to BHS and to encourage active participation in the life of the 
school.  However, during that first year, the sessions evolved far beyond that.  Parents began to “network” with 
substantive conversations about their expectations and hopes for their children  
 
Parents spoke about the “four year BHS experience” in terms of academics, extracurricular activities, athletics, summer 
jobs, the college decision process, etc.  The “experienced” parents (with older BHS students or college students) were 
the first ones who gave freely of their knowledge and ideas.  However, everyone was able to participate because many 
of the BHS milestones/events are “non-cumulative” learning occurrences, meaning that, for example, the knowledge of 
the 3 week up/down curriculum change in 9th grade does not prepare a parent for PSAT/SAT interpretations/strategies in 
10th & 11th grade, nor social club decisions in 11th grade, nor the college application process in 12th grade, nor the many 
other BHS milestones.   
 
The lesson learned over the past 3 years is that, in an inclusive atmosphere, everyone has the ability to “network” – to 
bring forth a new perspective and to add value to the conversation. 
 
Networking is far more than introducing yourself and asking questions.  Networking is an ongoing life skill that can 
increase one’s effectiveness, not an activity reserved for when you want something.   
 
Imagine the value to be gained from sharing experiences & insight with other parents. Consider the following passages 
extracted from the best-selling book, “The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People”, by Stephen Covey.  Think about the 
power of the following “ habits”  in the context of BHS networking: 
 
“ Be Proactive.  The word proactivity is not found in most dictionaries. It means more than merely taking initiative.  …  It 
does mean recognizing our responsibility to make things happen”. 
 
“ Seek first to understand, then to be understood.  This is the key to effective interpersonal communication. … 
However, most people do not listen with the intent to understand, they listen with the intent to reply.  …   They’re either 
speaking or preparing to speak.  Very few of us ever practice the highest form of listening, empathic listening, i.e. 
listening with the intent to understand.  I mean seeking first to understand, to really understand.” 
 
Parent Networking (aka “meet & greet”) sessions are held prior to every PTO Meeting.  Please join us. 
 
Ed Klein, PTO member, edklein5231@yahoo.com  



Senior students will receive their unofficial preliminary 
grade point averages and class ranks at or near the date 
the first report card is issued in the fall, approximately 
October 17, 2007.  Unlike in prior years, this year's grade 
point averages will likely include courses taken during the 
summer of 2007.  Our computer information system, 
Chancery, will not allow me to calculate grade point 
averages at this time.  The programmers are working on 
the calculation so it is not available to me.  If it is not made 
available prior to July 20, I will not be able to calculate the 
grade point averages until after the first report card in the 
fall is finalized. 
    Middle school grades do not figure into the grade point 
average calculation; however, the credits earned in middle 
school do count toward graduation. 
  The date for making transcript requests will be 
announced.  We will not be able to process requests until 
the rush of registering new students is over.  I anticipate 
that this will be during the third week of school.  Watch the 
daily bulletins for the date when requests can begin to be 
submitted. 
   I am hopeful that during the 2007-2008 school year we 
will begin to be able to submit transcripts to colleges and 
universities electronically. Until then, we will have to 
continue to rely on the mail. 
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  Please pay particular attention to your deadlines.  
Because of the volume of requests we receive, it is not 
possible for this office to accept emergency requests that 
do not adhere to our deadlines.  The registrar's office must 
have 5 working days notice to issue a transcript only.  If 
the transcript requires a counselor recommendation or 
school report form to be completed, the request must be 
made to the registrar's office 30 working days prior to the 
postmark deadline.   Working days are Monday-Friday and 
do not include holidays.  Be sure you provide the actual 
deadlines as requests are processed on a first-come, first-
served basis in the registrar's office; they are processed 
by the counselors by due dates. 
  I will meet with all seniors this fall in their English classes 
to provide them with specific instructions about transcript 
requests, envelopes, and postage.  Written instructions 
are available in my office. 
  Juniors will receive unofficial copies of their transcripts 
during the spring semester for review so that any 
questions can be answered and any other issues resolved 
before the grade point averages and class ranks are 
calculated. 
 
   Sandra Lynn Farmer, Registrar   

            During the Bellaire High School PTO meeting this 
past May, 2007, the PTO Study Abroad Scholarship 
committee announced that three Bellaire students were 
chosen to each receive a $1000 scholarship for summer 
abroad travel.  
             The three recipients of the 
scholarships were Miguel Duque, Kelly 
Fehrenkamp and Blair Lunceford. Miguel, an 
incoming senior, spent eight weeks in 
Latacunga, Ecuador. Miguel studied Spanish at 
the Esecuela Politecnica del Ejercito Sede 
Latacunga. He also arranged to be an English 
tutor at this university. The university's mission 
is to guide students in their goals in career-
oriented fields. Besides studying and tutoring, 
Miguel received private guitar lessons in the 
home where he stayed for the summer.  
             Kelly, an incoming junior, traveled to Granada, 
Spain to take part in the Learning Programs International 
(LPI) High School Summer Program. She took Spanish 
classes for one month at the University of Granada's 
Centro de Lenguas Modernas. LPI was established in 
1989 to provide an academic and culture program for high 
school students from the United States. Kelly lived with a 

host family that did not speak any English. Her goal for the 
summer was to become fluent in Spanish and to learn 
about the history of Spain.  
             An incoming junior at Bellaire, Blair lived in 
Uruguay for five weeks where she participated in the 

Amigos de las Americas program. This 
program's mission is to build partnerships in 
order to empower young leaders, advance 
community development and strengthen 
multicultural understanding in the Americas. 
Blaire lived with a host family and was able to 
greatly increase her Spanish language skills. 
She specifically worked with children in rural 
Uruguay promoting healthy lifestyles focusing 
mostly on exercise. 
             The Bellaire PTO and Study Abroad 

committee members Janice Aronowitz, Marjorie Meyers, 
Beth Nock, Tom Bevilaqua and former committee 
chairperson Julie Pomerantz look forward to a 
presentation from each of the recipients this coming fall at 
the first few PTO meetings. If you are interested in 
applying for a Study Abroad Scholarship for the summer of 
2008 or the school year of 2008-2009 please contact the 
new chairperson, Beth Nock at mnock@aol.com. 
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When you have questions about a school event, your child’s counselor’s name or other school issues, you may find the answers 
right away in the school’s website, www.bellaire.org .  The website is continually updated to bring you the most accurate infor-
mation.  Visit often and stay in the know! 
 

·        Click on the “ Daily Bulletin”  on the left side of the screen for the latest announcements that students and teachers re-
ceive.  Updated daily. 

 
·        Click on “ Bellaire High School Today”  for photos of recent events and newsmakers around the campus.  Updated 

monthly, and you may receive notice of updates directly to your e-mail address. 
 

·        Click on “ Subscribe to BHS eNews”  and you will be directed to the Yahoo Groups sign-in.  Yahoo Groups is the way 
the school distributes information on scholarships and other important news.  The online version of the PTO Parent 
Handbook is always available on the Yahoo Groups site. 

 
·        Find out about clubs, alumni events, UIL activities, HISD graduation requirements, and more! 

 
·        Of course, click on “ BHS Parent-Teacher Organization”  on the right side of the page to find out more information 

about your PTO! 

(PTO President, Continued from page 1) 
 
The PTO works with the school and aids in funding many 
needed school improvements.  A large number of parents 
give their time and energy, not only for the PTO, but also 
for the various booster clubs to be found at Bellaire.  It 
constantly amazes me how there is always something 
happening at the school.  The major PTO fundraiser is the 
membership drive and Commitment to Learning 
campaign.  Every contribution, no matter the amount, is 
appreciated and respected.  Please give serious 
consideration to this year’s fundraising effort. More 
information about this can be found in this newsletter or on 
the PTO website.  Remember to bookmark                 
www.bellaire.org.   
 
I hope you will become involved in the school both by 
joining the PTO and attending the monthly meetings.  
Meetings are generally held on the first Tuesday of the 
month at 7:30 pm.  Each PTO meeting is preceded by a 
“meet & greet” (parent networking) session that begins at 
7:00 pm.  These are “open meetings.”  Everyone is 
encouraged to join PTO and attend the meetings.  
Members of the PTO are able to vote on issues at the 
meetings, get a free copy of the parent handbook, and 
receive periodic PTO E-Bulletins and school news. 
 
You can also become involved, and build an “awareness” 
about your student’s environment, by volunteering at the 

school.  There are many ways throughout the year for you 
to volunteer your time.  The VIPS (Volunteers in Public 
Schools) coordinator, Susy Brown (713-539-1923 or 
susy12@yahoo.com), will be glad to discuss volunteer 
opportunities at the College Information Center, the 
attendance office, or lunchtime food sales, to name a few.  
Your student is becoming more independent, but in some 
ways it is even more important to stay involved and aware 
at the high school level.  I know some of you will find this 
hard to believe, but your high school student may not 
communicate much information about the school to you.  
However, if you stay involved and connect (network) with 
other parents though the PTO and its meetings, you can 
find out an amazing amount about what is happening in 
and around the school. 
 
Welcome back, we are looking forward to another great 
year and hope you will be a part of it.  I look forward to 
seeing you at the first PTO meeting on Tuesday, 
September 4 at 7:30 p.m. in the multipurpose room (come 
early and network with other parents until the meeting 
starts), and at the open house on September 6. 
 
Katie Coughlen 
PTO President 2007-08 
713 885-0737 
kdcoughlen@houston.rr.com 
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“ Commitment to Learning”   
PTO Membership Drive & Fundraising Campaign 2007/2008 

 
The BHS PTO invites you to join the “Commitment to Learning” campaign to show support for our Bellaire High School 
students, faculty, and staff.  The PTO membership drive is combined with the fundraising campaign so that you can 
conveniently make a single payment. The BHS PTO is funded by membership dues, donations, and food sales 
conducted at BHS.  There are NO other fundraisers by the PTO at BHS.  This is it!!!! 
 
Your contributions are needed to supplement HISD funding in order to sustain Bellaire High School’s 
extraordinary learning environment!!  This year’s PTO goals are to: raise $50,000 and to have more families 
participating in PTO activities.  With your help, we can achieve these goals! 
 
Why Join the BHS PTO as a Member? 
The BHS PTO “promotes good understanding, cooperation, and support among parents, teachers, and administrators in 
order to provide the best possible education for our youth” by: 
· Holding monthly PTO meetings so parents can find out what is going on at BHS and ask questions to BHS 

administrators, plus holding “meet & greet” time for 30 minutes prior to every PTO meeting. 
· Actively reaching out to new parents at various BHS meetings for incoming students. 
· Promoting volunteerism in our school via the “Volunteers In Public Schools” (VIPS) program. 
· Funding numerous projects for the benefit of our BHS students 
 
Why Support the PTO “ Commitment to Learning”  Fundraising Campaign? 
·  Bellaire HS is consistently ranked as one of the best public high schools in Texas. 
·  Bellaire HS operates at a level beyond HISD funding - sustained by PTO fundraising  
·  Bellaire HS receives 100% of your donation - every dollar benefits students and teachers. 
·  The PTO is a 501c3, non-profit organization and all contributions are tax deductible. 
 
Where Does the Money Go? 
The biggest recipient of PTO funds is the “Teacher Grant” program where teachers apply for funding to purchase 
“extras” for their classrooms or students. The PTO also funds student scholarships and student study abroad grants.  
Last year the PTO donated funds for Library improvements, a visitor computerized check-in system, and new signs 
pointing to the Office.  Additionally, the PTO produces a “Parent Handbook” each year and publishes the newsletter “The 
Cardinal’s Nest”, mailed three times per year. 
 
How Do I Contribute? 
Write a check for the amount you wish to contribute and mail it in along with your student’s information (see form on last 
page of newsletter). Contributions of $50 or more will be recognized in the Cardinal’s Nest by contribution level listed 
below. 
 
All contributions, no matter the amount, are appreciated and respected! 

$ 1,000 or + ....  Diamond Contributor (PTO membership included)  
$ 500 ..………   Platinum Contributor (PTO membership included) 
$ 250 ..………   Gold Contributor (PTO membership included)  
$ 100 .……….   Silver Contributor (PTO membership included)  
$ 50………….    Bronze Contributor (PTO membership included) 
$ 25 ………...    Crystal Contributor (PTO membership included) 
$ 10  …………   PTO Membership Dues  – Per Family 
$ 5  ………….    Bellaire HS faculty/staff Only 

 
Don’t forget to apply for educational matching grants from your company, if applicable (contact your HR Department if 
you don’t know).  The BHS PTO is a 501c3 non-profit.  If your company only donates directly to a school, we can help 
you with the process. 
 
Thanks in advance for your support!  For questions or comments, please contact: 
Cindy Chapman (cpchapman@yahoo.com;  home phone: 713-728-0240) 
VP - PTO Membership and Fundraising 



� � � � �� � �� � 	 
 �� � � �
 � � � �� � ��� �� � � � �

Continued List of 2006-2007  
Commitment to Learning Do-

nors 
(Bronze Level & Higher) 

THANK YOU! 
 

Gold ($ 250 or higher) 
Hester, Linda and Tracy 
 
Silver ($ 100 or higher) 
Lu, Chien and Xiaoyan 
Smalley, Behnaz and George 
 
Bronze ($50 or higher) 
Cox, Angela Birch 
Eagleson, Bary 
Rieger, Stella 
Schwartz, Steven and Traci 
 

(Donations that were received  
subsequent to publication of Spring  

2007 PTO Newsletter) 

Get ready for College! 
 
The PSAT / NMSQT is a standardized test that students take in October of their sophomore and junior years. HISD pays for the 
students to take the PSAT sophomore year. All 10th and 11th graders are encouraged to take this test as it provides practice for the 
SAT.  The PSAT score in the junior year is used to qualify students for the National Merit Scholarship programs, including National 
Achievement Scholars, National Hispanic Scholars, and Commended Students. Many colleges and universities offer scholarships 
based on the scores.  Score reports are mailed to the principal in December and then distributed to the students. Questions regarding 
this should be directed to the counselors. 
 
The counselors will hold College Nights throughout the year for different grade levels (dates on pages 4 and 5 of this newsletter).  
Plan to attend these informative sessions.   
 
There is also a special College Night for all grade levels on October 25, at 7 p.m. Put the date on your calendar!  Scores of college 
representatives will be available to meet with you and answer questions about their institutions.  This event is organized by the 
student group Antares, and takes place throughout the building on the first floor.  Don’ t miss it! 

Keyboarding Proficiency Test 
 
One semester of Keyboarding is the 
prerequisite for Computer, Technology 
Applications, and Business courses.  Students 
may take a Keyboarding Proficiency Test to 
place out of the Keyboarding class.  No credit 
is earned for the proficiency test.  The test is 
free and is usually given on a Saturday 
morning at school.  Tests are given 
approximately monthly.  Students sign up for 
the test in the counselors’  office.  If your 
student needs the test, tell him/her to listen to 
the announcements, check with the 
counselors, or read the Daily Bulletins on the 
website to find out the date of the next 
available test. 
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More than 3,000 copies are distributed for each issue of From the 
Cardinal’s Nest. We are accepting advertisements for future issues. Would 
you like to get your message to this loyal audience of Bellaire students, 
parents, faculty & staff? Contact Alan Rossiter (tel: 713-660-9503; email: 
alan@rossiters.org) for rates and other details. 
Deadline for the Fall edition is October 1.  

Volunteers in Public School (VIPS)
Bellaire High School 2007-2008 PTO Volunteer Form

Name:
Address: City, Zip:
Home Phone: Work Phone:
Cell Phone: E-mail:
Student's  Grades

Volunteer opportunities: Please indicate your interest by placing a
check in the space to the left of the activity.

__College Information Center: Answer phone, assist students  and parents 
accessing college/scholarships information

__PTO Food Sales: Courtyard 11:30 am Tuesday or Wednesday

__Telephones: 11:30 - 1 pm Main Office, Counselor, Asst. Principal.

__Attendance Office: General office duties

__Library: Various duties with flexible hours

__School Tours: Conduct Tours during Magnet Week or as needed

__ID Badges: Make students Badges 11-1 pm during Cardinal Camp 

and Thursdays at lunch

__Counselor's Office: Assist with distributing schedules the first week of

each semester and short term assingments

__Assistant Principal or Magnet Office: Assist as needed, AP testing

__College Rep Day: 11:30 - 12:30 pm  Assist College reps and students as needed

Please Circle Preferred Volunteer Day, time and Frequency:
M T W Th F
Morning Lunch Afternoon Specify Time:_____
Weekly Every other week Monthly  Other:____

Return Form to Bellaire VIPS: 5100 Maple, Bellaire, Tx 77401
Susy Brown  VIPS Coordinator: susy12@yahoo.com 713-539-1923
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Donors 
Diana Lynn Dickens, MD,  David & Sandy Judson, Theresa Duryca, David Nelson & Claudia Hackbarth, 
Chris & Beverly Brown, Diane McGeehee, Dennis & Suiki Boardman, John & Kathy Hawkins, Jim & 
Deridre Mercurio, Peggy Sheehan, Jane Wagner, Ira & Miriam Winsten, Barry & Kim Adkins, Gary & 
Bonnie Blumberg, James & Pam Gaspar, Tom & Linda Kleinworth, Mitch & Diane Levy, Richard Scamell, 
Ed & Paige Atkinson, Bill Craigen & Elizabeth Basler, Daniel & Teresa Hayes, Barbara Strobel, Pat & Beth 
Flinn, Steve & Susan Berdinis, Michael & Miriam Berkowitz, Andrea Campos, Tim & Susan Childs, Harold 
& Lynn Eaton, Bob & Ilene Flora, Richard & Celeste Garbarino, Ashok & Urmila Kumar, K.R. & Elizabeth 
Kuntz, Bill & Jan Lamont, Bill & Natalie Lamont, Murton & Brenda Llewellyn, Joel & Ann Marroquin, M.A. 
Meyers & R. Ramirez-Garcia, Stephen & Kathy Parven, Kirby & Sally Rassenfoss, Margaret & Kevin 
Reidy, Benjamin Rosinski & Xhen Song, Amiram & Cynthia Segal, Patricia Tedder, Stephen Ullrich & Ann 
Turnbach, William Wigglesworth, Michael & Honi Abbott, Patrick & Denise Adams, Robert & Meryl Adams, 
Ariel & Thonda Bass, Lenard & Sally Berkowitz, Bo & Jean Brackendorf, Paul & Carol Burns, Dean Fisher 
& Diane Vaughn, Steven & Trina Fowlkes, Joe & Laura Freudenberger, Mark & Debbie Gottesman, Doug 
& Jana Harker, Neil Harrison & Gail Demmler, Bill & Beverly MacNaughton,  Leanna Laster Muilenburg, 
Teresa Pelanne, Kevin & Linda Rehm, Peter & Margaret Spencer, John & Karen Baumgardner, Kristi 
Beer, Thomas Bevilacqua, Clasen Enterprises, David & Elizabeth Connelly, Deborah Cooksey, Geetha & 
Mohamed Habib, David Halliburton, Stuart Hudson, Frank & Francine Ing, Randy & Joni Levy, Janna 
Lindig, Rodolfo Lopez, Tom & Cecelia Myers, Mendel & Beth Nock, Kyong & Doo Park, Randall & Holly 
Plost, Michael & Kem Schultz, Paul & Ileen Spack, Woody & Marty Speer, Arturo Suarez & Patricia 
Fernandez, James & Amy Vanderhill, Audrey Winer, Diane Reilly, Joann Seuser, Olga Arroyo, Larry & 
Lisa Garmezy , Elvira Hindi, Michael & Rochelle Alexander, Daniel & Donde Batten, George & Lolin 
Bennett, Richard & Jeannie Berry, The Blut Family, Howard & Karen Bookstaff, Bill & Nancy Brown, 
Marvin & Tracy Chaskin, Gladys Christophe, Manuel & Angelica Cordoba, Tom & Jackie Diehl,  Peter & 
Katherine Dotsey, David & Ora Farchy, Jim & Anne Gill, Zeev & Leah Goldberg,  Emilio & Cecilia Hisse, 
MJ & AA Kariampally, Terri Kimble, Piotr & Beata Kwater, Peter Lee & Margaret Poon, Yibiao Lu, 
Lawrence Lynn & Candace Schiffman, Juan & Theresa Martinez, Daryl & Teresa Mize, The Moss Family, 
Karen Robinson, Jan & Anna Rohozinski, Scott & Lisa Rothenberg, Y.K. Saenz, Anessa Sanchez, Dan & 
Lisa Sharp, Jack & Maggie Sinuk, Guri Sloat, Don & Jacquelyn Stowers, George & Judy Taffet, Allen 
Tanner, Kevin Topek, Catherine Tsai, Joanne Valentice-Willis, Evan Varadi, James & Diana Wang, Owen 
Wang, Vincent & Jacqueline Wedelich, Steven & Susan Weil, Zhai-Pin & Wei Li  Zhang, Xinping & 
Xiaoling Ding Zhao, Bellaire Shoe Shop, Becky Stuart  
 
Prize Donors 
Becky Crawford, The Flora Family, Karen Baumgardner, Gary Robichau, Stuart Hudson, Xerox / Glenn 
Robichau, The Judson Family, The Harker Family, Maryann Marcha, Claudia Nelson, Sandy DeHart 
 
Corporate Donors 
Houston Allergy & Asthma Associates, Bellaire High School PTO,  
Davis Brothers Construction, Sterling Bank (Bellaire), Devlin, Naylor & Turbyfill, PLC,  
Tony Grepares—Interstate Reprographics & Copying LLC, Martin Landscape Management, Inc., Neil 
Serves Tennis, Graduation Plus (Balfour), Martha Turner Properties, Wal-Mart and Bed, Bath & Beyond 
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PTO Membership & Fundraising Campaign 2007/2008 
Please pr int all information. 

Contributor Name(s) ______________________________________________________   
 
List all students in the family who attend Bellaire & their grade _____________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone __________________________   Emails_________________________________________________________________ 
 

I’ve enclosed my contribution of $________ to the Commitment to Learning campaign (or the PTO membership fee only).   
Please refer  to page 10 for  contr ibution levels.  Check # ____________.    
Check here ____ if you wish your contribution to remain anonymous.  
 

The PTO will send a tax letter for all donations of $250 or more. Please keep appropriate records for smaller donations. 
 

Make checks payable to the Bellaire High School PTO and mail to Bellaire HS PTO, 5100 Maple, Bellaire, TX  77401  
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