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Call to Order Executive Vice President Ilene Flora called the meeting to order at 7:30 on
May 4 in the BHS Auditorium.

PTO Scholarships Leslie Bourne announced the two recipients of the PTO Scholarships.
Recipients Connie Chau and Jonathan Mendoza were present with their parents to be
recognized. Each received a $2500 scholarship. Leslie thanked the other members of the
scholarship committee who assisted her in interviewing the eleven candidates.

Teacher Grant Recipients Cheryl Levy announced that the Teacher Grant Committee had
reviewed the list of teacher funding requests. Thanks go to the PTO Grant Committee
consisting of Janis Boulware, Nancy Brown, Becky Grinstead, Dorothy Holmes, Tim
Salem, and Donna Tenenbaum, for their thoughtful consideration of each grant request.
The committee approved the following items.

• Brian Wolf and Debra Jones/English and student organizations received $2300 for
an LCD projector and camera.

• Jennifer Davis and Mike Clark/Government and Economics received $750 for
buzzer systems for academic competitions in government and economics.

• K. Nocca/Geography received $400 for a TV with VCR/DVD.
• J. Zumwalt/Biology received $1100 for an LCD projector.
• Sheila Elliott/Student Referral Center received $1000 toward computers, printer,

encyclopedias, and a walkie-talkie.
• Coach Kramer/PE received $850 for golf supplies and tournament fees.
• Coach Tuffly/PE received $815.90 for softball equipment and field accessories.

Many of the recipients attended the meeting to express their gratitude to the PTO for the
teacher grants.  Teachers who attended were Brian Wolf, Debra Jones, John Zumwalt,
Jennifer Davis, Mike Clark, Sheila Elliott, and Coach Kramer.

The Economics Challenge Team has won the Texas and Western Regional competition
that was held in California.  Two members of the team, which will be going on to
compete in National Competition in New York City this month, were present at the
meeting in support of their coach’s request for the buzzer systems that will help them to
prepare for the speediest responses to economics/government competition questions.

Teacher of the Year Awards  Phyllis Cohn announced that the students had voted.  The
voting was in two categories.  The BHS teacher with up to 3 years at Bellaire who
received top honors was Nadine Ghosn. In addition to teaching algebra, Ms. Ghosn also
coaches wrestling. The teacher with 4 years or more at BHS who received top honors was
Mike Mulet.  In addition to teaching world geography, Mike is the JV soccer coach.
Both teachers attended the meeting to receive their recognition. A plaque recording all
Teacher of the Year honorees was updated and presented to Mr. Boudreaux to be placed
on display.

Student Surveys Brian Wolf returned to update parents on the progress of the surveys
being done by the Students as Allies group which he sponsors as a part of the
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Rennaisance Committee.  The group/club is identifying what concerns students have
about pressures at school, safety, stress issues, teacher understanding, etc. Over 2000
students have been surveyed, with the balance of the student body to be surveyed this
month.  The Faculty survey is to be done next week. Mr. Wolf asked for parent assistance
in composing a parent survey to be done in the fall.  He circulated a signup sheet for
parents to indicate they would volunteer to help develop the survey.

Renaissance Committee  Brian Wolf also spoke on the progress of the Renaissance
Committee in developing learning structures within the school to assist underperforming
students, close achievement gaps, and maximize all student achievements. The
Renaissance Committee is funded with the Annenburg Grant (A Plus) monies. He
indicated parent assistance is needed in defining the values for parent expectations. He is
seeking parents to volunteer in this effort as well.

Minutes President Janis Boulware assumed direction of the meeting at this time. The
minutes from the March 2004 and April 2004 meetings were reviewed. After corrections
to the April minutes, both sets were approved.

College Application Essays  Pauline Schloesser, PhD. presented information about
preparing personal essays as part of the college application process.  She indicated that a
well written essay may be the deciding factor in college admissions for a student with
otherwise less than outstanding qualifications. Well written essays may express passion
for a topic, originality, discuss a moving life event, or indicate creative skills. Dr.
Schlosser indicated she offers coaching on individual writing to help students prepare and
polish unique essays. She provided a summary sheet of writing tips that help guide
students in crafting their essays.

Website  Janis has received suggestions for the web site and has passed these on to Mr.
Jimmy Newland. He is making changes on the BHS website and enhancing various areas.
Additional suggestions are welcome.

PTO Scholarship Report The PTO Scholarship Report is prepared and distributed
monthly to parents who have subscribed to this service.  The report summarizes what
scholarship opportunities are available and is a benefit to students in applying for
additional college funding. The PTO Scholarship report has been a source of funds to the
PTO, generating $1484 for the year. Discussion followed about the need for someone to
gather information from the counselor’s office and coordinate the distribution of the
scholarship information. Information is often available at the individual counselor’s
desks, but needs to be pulled together to assemble the report. A suggestion was made that
another VIPS job would be useful to fill this role, providing the individual selected
worked well with the various counselors. Natalie Lamont moved that the information in
the report be made available on the web site rather than continue to make it available only
by subscription. The motion was approved.
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Counselor Vacancy Shirley Raby is no longer at Bellaire as she has accepted a new
position in HISD as college coordinator and Mr. Salem is recruiting to fill the counselor
vacancy. Ms. York is filling in currently in the counselors office.

Treasurer’s Report We have almost $83,000 in funds currently. Some is spoken for with
teacher grants and the PTO scholarships just awarded. Income has exceeded the amount
budgeted on all fundraising efforts. The only expense that exceeded budget was the
Newsletter. We paid for two newsletters this year, one was distributed for free due to a
printing mistake.  Interest income was $500 below the amount budgeted. We have
$22,775 above the required carryover for next year of $10,500. Pizza sales for the next 2
weeks may increase the amount available to fund school or teacher needs.

Teacher Appreciation Luncheon Debbie Ziegler announced that an appreciation luncheon
for all teachers would be held on May 28 from 11:30 to 12:30. This catered event would
include door prizes. Debbie indicated she could use assistance in securing more door
prizes for the event.

SDMC Report  Rose Haché reported on recent SDMC discussions. Mr. Salem had
discussed levels of resources requested by teachers who, after retiring, return on a part
time basis to resume some of their former duties. The SDMC suggested case by case
handling would be a good option. Also discussed were ways for parents to effectively
address teacher concerns. Positive, constructive means are needed to deal with teacher
concerns, avoiding parents and kids feeling their needs are not being met and kids fearing
retaliation for identifying concerns.

Basketball Pavilion  Funds of $25,000 are reserved for a covered basketball area, but the
PTO has elected not to make the purchase at this time. Tim Salem indicated the
upcoming 50TH anniversary homecoming to be celebrated November 2005 would draw
much attention and produce major fund raising efforts. They may choose to purchase the
basketball cover instead.

Supplemental Fund Requests  The availability of additional PTO funds has brought more
funding requests.  These were received after the Teacher Grant Committee met, or were
too large for their consideration.
Approved:

• A donation of $1000 to be made to the AfterProm 2005 committee when the new
committee is formed. This donation will consist of a combination of the purchase
of 144 Cardinal Flags from the AfterProm 2004 committee (to be used as
fundraisers for $10 each at Cardinal camp at a cost to the PTO of $691) and an
additional amount of $309 to equal the total of $1000.

• Equipment for an in school recording studio in the amount of $6111.  This
equipment will allow internet radio broadcast of school games on KBEL and
provide ability to produce DVD recordings of shows. The equipment will be used
in the AV Tech classes.
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• Student ID Badge System for $3000. The old system will be replaced by an
updated system that either PTO volunteers or BHS staff can use to make student
IDs, VIPS IDs, Prom passes, etc.

• PTO Study Abroad Scholarship A recipient of the 2003 scholarship was unable
to use the scholarship last year due to the SARS outbreak in Taiwan.  The PTO
agreed to fund the scholarship amount of $1250 for the student to take the trip this
year.

• Drama Dept request for $2865 for rental of a special bus to carry the crew and
props to the state competition in Austin for the weekend. The donation is
contingent on the bus rental not being paid by HISD.

• Funding for two Odyssey of the Mind teams to world competition. $830 funded
for ground transportation and shipping of supplies and props.

• HISD Police Officer Moore requested a digital camera with memory card for
$220 to assist him in making reports to the district.

• Classroom set of geometry textbooks for Ms. Tidmore. $1962 for purchase of
these textbooks to come from the teacher fund.

• Purchase for up to $5500 of a new tuba for the band.
Not Approved:

• Donation to the Ashley Fendley Scholarship fund. The PTO preferred to fund its
own scholarships and select its own recipients, rather than donate to other
scholarship programs.

Tabled for later action:
• Principal Portrait – The portrait of former principal Bill Lawson has not yet been

taken. Once the portrait is taken, the PTO will see to the expenses for printing and
framing.

• New pianos for the Fine Arts Department. – The PTO hasn’t received a written
request specifying an amount for the new pianos.

Nominating Committee Report – New PTO Officer Slate
Rose Hache presented a slate of candidates for PTO officer positions for the 2004-2005
school year.  The PTO voted on the slate of candidates and approved the new officers:

• President – Nancy Brown
• Executive Vice President – Ilene Flora
• VP Membership – Lisa Torry
• VP Fundraising – Liz Kuntz and Sara Binau
• VP VIPS – Jeannette Sebesta
• Secretary – Norma Eiman
• Treasurer – Becky Grinstead

SDMC Representatives
Five candidates asked to be considered for the two slots on the Shared Decision Making
Committee at BHS. Short presentations were made by Nancy Beren, Ginger Hill, Sandy
Judson, Christianne Melanson, and Elli Samuels. The PTO completed paper ballots to
select the representatives. President Janis Boulware announced after reviewing the ballots
that Sandy Judson and Ginger Hill were elected.
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Principal’s Report
Mr. Salem was represented by Assistant Principal Mr. Boudreaux. He expressed much
appreciation for the PTO’s support of Bellaire High School. He announced that the prom
was set for May 8 and the graduation ceremony scheduled for May 30.

President Janis Boulware was presented with roses, glowing praise, and a gift in
appreciation of her service as president the past 2 years. Meeting adjourned at 10:00 pm.
and the participants celebrated the close of a successful year with cake.

Next meeting will be September 7 at 7:30 p.m. in the Multipurpose room with new
President Nancy Brown presiding.


